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There were many incidents connected with the 
post of American Minister in London, from 1856 to 
I86I9 which may be usefolly and perhaps. not dis- 
agreeably, recalled from the oblivion into which 
they must otherwise hasten. To do this, no departure 
from the reticence lastingly exacted by diplomatic 
Amotion is necessary. * A book, in which tlie scenes 
and conversations of Paris at the outbreak of the 
Revolution • of 1848 are portrayed by a British 
diplomat and peer, was doubtfully received, because 
this reserve was in a measure relaxed. The example 
'should.be followed with watchftil self-restraint 

As a general rule, Ik9paUh^ addressed by a public 
agent to his govemmenti on the business of that 
government, pass out of his control and merge into 
the mass of executive archives^ to be thenceforward 
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reached under a responsible anthorization only. 
EzoeptioDS noTeriheless will occur to every mind : — 
as when mooted topioHi ceasing to agitate, have sub- 
sided into History ; or when they involye no question 
of State policy and are purely personal. 

The series of letters Itddressed to Mr. William L. 
Marcy and Mr. Lewis Cass (although those gentle- 
men were Secretaries of State, in succession) partook, 
however, neither in design nor fact, of official cha- 
Ficter. They were essentially private letters: uni- 
ibrmly so termed, regarded, and treated. Yery 
probably, an exaggerated estimate of their merit as 
such, has been caused by the complimentary language 
with which their continuance was constantly urged. 

The imrpose of these volumes will be seen with 
more distinctness than it can be described. Their 
bearings are various. As constituting, in the aggre- 
gate, a running commentary upon events during five 
years, they take the undisguised aspect of a familiar 
joumaL While the personal opinions of the author 
upon every subject springing into notice are perhaps 
decidedly perceptible, yet nothing savouring of dis- 
sertation, treatise, or argument, political or social, 
was indulged, save in one or two instances. Although 
touching, occasionally and obscurely, on matters 
behind the screen of diplomacy, the letters to the 
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Secretaries of State were wholly apart from the 
official correspondenoe of the enyoy, maintained in 
at least three hundred and thirty fymJbered despatches. 
They were meant to be by-the-by: — ^to convey 
friendly and informal hints : to help the condnsions 
of public functionaries by widening the sphere of 
tacts and observations: and to reUeve dry and 
onerous labours with short and sketchy allusions. 
How far this design succeeded, it is impossible to 
judge better than by the encouragement to persevere 
often and warmly expressed. 

There is one light in which this publication par- 
ticularly recommends itself to the writer :— that is, 
as au authentic report to his fellow-citizens (alto- 
gether divested of the multitudinous communications 
on file in the Department of State) indicating, wiUi 
sufficient distinctness, his whole course of action, 
sentiment, and thought^ from week to week, and 
year after year, while filling the United States 
mission to the British Court. 

a. n D. 

• 1869. 
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TO MB. MABCT. 

, New Tork» February 29« 1856. 

Ht dear Sib, 

YouB letter of the 26th was reoeiyed about 
the same time that I suppose you got mine. 

I ought to have made this acknowledgment at 
once, but it was lost sight of in the distractions of 
departure. We quit here on board the Atlantic, 
punctually at 12 to-morrow. 

I must confess that when reading the correspond- 
ence at the department^ I was slightly surprised to 
notice with what little account the oonyersational 
suggestion as to an arbitration had been regarded. 
No doubt it was so made as to leave no impression 
that it* was meant as a serious proposal; our 
minister would otherwise have formally submitted it 
for decision. Lord Clarendon was bound to give it 
directness and distinctneas, or to abstain afterwards 
from saying that the offer had been made at alL 

TOL. L B 

ft 



ARBITRATION. 



I cannot say whether it would be wholly safe to* 
rafer the oonstmctioii of the Treaty to any ^ State 
cr Power" in Enrope; bat if it be a caae iat 
xefetence, and it can be esteemed so only because of 
the moxel weight of an offer of that sort^ then I 
think we should be safer in relying upon the 
jadgment and independence of an indiwAwd of 
lecogniaed political ability, experience! and integrity. 
There are snch men even in these modem times. 
BeooUecting his life of Washington, his Portrait at 
the Patent Office, and his general estimate of onr 
gorenunent, I dioold feel no apprehension that his 
JBiitiBh attadiments would blind tiie sagacity or warp 
the honesty of Ur. Ouiaot I put him as an instance 
only ; there are others. 

My numbered despatches will of course be always 
official; and as to other communications!.'! shall 
leaye them to be classed as public or private, as 
your good discretion may determine. 

I am yery truly and respectfully yis. 

O.M. Dallas. 

* s 

% 

TO MR. MAR07. 

London, Maroh 28^ 1866. 

3It drab Sib, 

The arriral here of the America, after a 
detention of several days beyond her proper time, 
and the s^ht of boundless fields of ice, through 
whiefay by filling and backing she made her way 
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with difficulty, have thrown a pall over the last 
hopes for the Pacific. This unfortunate ship excited 
so much interest that I ventured to write a private 
note to Lord Pahnerston about her* The admirals 
of the Admiralty had all given her up, and dis- 
countenanced the idea of sending a government 
steamer in search; and being told that notliing 
would avail unless the Premier could be induced to 
act, I, very impudently, invoked his co-operation in 
a purpose of general humanity, and sent my billet 
by an American merchant^ to explain the plan of 
exploration. My messenger returned perfectly 
enchanted with the prompt and decisive manner in 
which my note had been received and acted upon. 
Lord Palmerston wrote notes to the admirals, and 
an order immedi(ttely issued to the commanders of 
two steamers, Tartarus and Despatch, to proceed in 
search forthwith, and according to the programme 
matured. So much for a first step in diplomatic 
audacity. 

Our travelling military commissioners, Messrs. 
Delafield, Mordecai, and McClellan, tbok pot-luck 
with me yesterday, in the house to which I have 
just removed my &mily and the legation. They 
are not talkative men ; but I thought I could discern 
that they are going home full freighted with a laige 
mass of useM information. 

If ever you issue another decree for reform in the 
diplomatic service, pray devise some mode by which 
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a minirter may be reliered from the deluge and 
diBtnustioii of yinton. If the department would 
•Mome the respoiiBihility, and not qnanel with the 
eoofleqnenoes^ he would be able to do twice the 
nsiial amount of bnaineaB bj doebg his doon three 
dayi in the week. 

I am drawn to my last ten minutes befine the 
Beg is dosed. 

Uruly and respeotftilly yrs. 



TO MB. MABCT. 

LoadoD, ICanh 80» 1850. 

Ut dxabSib, 

The Timim of this morning announces that 
oiders haye been issued to the o£Scers at the 
oncosts and the Tower to hold themsdves in 
readiness for firing salutes on receiving to-day from 
the department news of peace being made ; and one 
of the correspondents says that Lord Clarendon will 
probaUy be in his seat in the House of ^Ixnds on 
nest Tuesday, and may then communicate the 
incidents of the conferences at Paris. 

I receiyed yesterday your ** confidential and 
unofficial " letter of the 141ii instant The yery day 
beCve it readied me I had a' yisit from Sir Henry 
Bulwer, who^ I oould not hdp thinking, came to 
disdiarge himself of certain reflections on the treaty, 
of which he was one of two fikthen. He yery soon 
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entered upon that sabjeot^ fint^ howeyer, with a 
preface tfaat he was in no manner connected with 
the goTemment^ and that onr conyersation wa% of 
00018^ ''as between gentlemen**' He had read 
Mr. Clayton's speech, and really there was very 
little difference between their impressions. I told 
him that whatever might be the views of others, the 
fkthers of the bantling were boond to unite in 
defending it against mutilation, if not destruction, 
by opposite .constructions. He remarked how 
difBcttlt it was, in framing such an instrument, to 
choose language which would admit of a single 
construction only; that Mr. Clayton and he had 
conceived themselves particularly safe in employing 
the words of Mr. Abbot Lawrence in his com- 
munication to Lord Palmerston, accepted and 
affirmed by Lord Palmerston's answer. He went 
on to say that so £Btr as respected the Bay 
Lilands, the question appeared to him primarily to 
be, whether at the time of ratifying the txeaty, they 
were dependencies of the Belize ; and as to that, he 
observed, with what appeared to me some significance, 
their subsequent formal colonization rather indicated 
the sense of the British government that they were 
not The protectorate was really recognized by the 
treaty, and only restricted in its possible modes of 
exercise ; fortification and. dominion were excluded. 
I interrupted him by asking haw then was the pro- 
tectorate to be exercised? He paused an instant; 
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thought there weie modes of exerdusing it not prc^ 
hifaited bjr the treaty; but added that he did not 
wish to aigne the matter, as argument was too apt 
to make those engaged in it obstinate in their 
respectiye yiews. The IVotectorate was a point of 
hoDonr. Te% said I, a most attenuated point : you 
reduced it to a sembhwoe or a shadow, a thing under 
which, without violating the dear tenns, intention, 
and scope of the treaty, you could do nothing effectiTe, 
and then you tell us that you hold to it as a point of 
hommr! But it is quite as possible to disembarrass 
yooTBelYes of this fanciful point of honour as of any- 
thing else^ A trustee must act with honour as long 
as he holds the trust; but he can with perfect honour 
withdraw from and transfer the trust to another; 
and how cheaply and under how many guarantoes 
this could be done with the Mosquito savages I 

Sir Henry recurred to the Belize, and seemed to 
regard the matters of which we complained in that 
quarter as topics between England and the adjacent 
States, Mexico or Guatemala, rather than with us. 
Such an idea, I said, seemed to me to render the 
treaty with the United States, so far as the Belisse 
was concerned, quite nugatory ; it left England at 
liberty to extend h^ p rogress as far as she liked, 
without authorizing an interference of any sort by 
the United States. 

This converwtion, which I consider private, was 
piotiacted for some time. I have endeavoured to 
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sketch it faithfblly, as you may deem it of moment 
to know the general theories of Sir Henry Bolwer 
respecting the conflict oyer his own treaty. He 
left me under very agreeable impressions of his 
intelligence, and more than half inclined to think 
that he rather leans to our interpretation than 
to the adverse one. You are much beliter ac- 
quainted, probably, with Sir Henry than I am, 
and can appreciate what he says more correctly. 
His reputation here is that of a man of ability, bat 
prone to indirection. 

Our officers were repulsed by Marshal Yaillant in 
Paris in a manner alike singular and rude. If it 
had not been ascertained by them to be the effect of 
personal eccentricity and hnuguefrief we might draw 
from it a warning. They wanted to visit certain 
military establishments. ^Nol you can't be per- 
mitted ; we don't like you enough I" They wanted 
some drawings^ which they epecified. /'Nol we 
have a quarrel with you; we are going to fight you; 
good-bye, till we meet to exchange cannon-balls:'' 
and so they were dismissed. We must not be caught 
napping^ though I can as yet discern no proof of a 
: belligerent plan. 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. 
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TO MB. MABC7. 

Londoiiy April 4» 1866. 

Mr DXAB Sib, 

In a letter leoeived from the banken, after 
giTisg me a memoruidam of the credit opened in 
my &Toiir bj the government on aoeoont of salary, 
they go on to aay, * we b^ to add that we have 
reoetfed no adyioe respecting the allowance for con- 
tingent erpenaea." This, I presome^ is the resolt of 
a easoal orenight; bnt as it predndes my checking 
on them fixr contingent eaqMnses, and will embarrass 
the despatch agent and the messenger of tha 
l^gatidi, pray haTe it pnt right as early as pes- 
aiUe. 

By a letter from the Foreign Office of April 1, 1 
was apprised that the Qoeen, who returned to town 
the day before, would grant me an andience at 
Buckingham Palace, on Friday, the 4th, at 1 o'clock, 
to deltYor my credentials. Her Majesty has been 
entertaining for the last two weeks, at Windsor, the 
King of the Belgians. 

Testerday, in the Hoose of Commons, Mr. Oobden 
asked Lord Palmerston whether he had yet fblfflled 
the promise of prodnouig the conespondeDce between 
this coontry and oars. The reply was that the 
eoneeponden c e was still in the Foreign Office, which 
had lecentiy been aererely pr e ss e d, bat that he 
wp ee i ed to lay it on the table in two or three daya 
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Our own •pamphlets, tntnsmitted by yoUy have been 
in some demand, and have enlightened not a few. 

Every day gives birth to some fresh conjecture as 
to the terms of the Treaty of Peace. Lord Clarendon 
is either extremely cautions, or dissatisfied with 
what he has been obliged to sign;— he will neither 
come home, as was anticipated, and explain a little 
in the House of Lords, nor wfll he open his mouth 
at a dinner in Paris to support Walewski's praise of 
the Treaty, although that praise was pronounced 
with unusual solemnity. The Conservatives, and 
opposition generally, are ready to pounce upon the 
instrument as soon as it appears. 

I have just returned from Buckingham Palace, 
having delivered to the Queen my credential. Her 
Majesty asked about the health of the President^ 
abont my former visits to this country, and so on. 
She is not handsome, but her expression of fitoe and 
her manner are engaging, and very soon put her 
visitors at ease. I was also presented to Prince 
Albert^ who stood by the Queen on her left. While 
in the Picture Gallery, I made the acquaintance of 
Lord Lansdowne^ Sir Oeoige Orey, Earl of Hanpowby , 
Count Cdoredo (the Austrian Minister, recalled to 
be sent to Bome), Mr. Yemen Smith, of the 
Cabinet^ and many others, who, I am happy to tell 
you, were in no wise repelled from the American 
Minister by his plain suit of black, but» on \he 
oontraxy, made his time, while waiting her Mqesty*s 
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ieadiiiefl% pass Teiy pleasantly. My ooat^ which I 
am bold to say was as wdl made and of as good 
doth as any in the Palaoe (except peihaps Prince 
Albert'sl), came iiom the shop of a tailor in 
Fhiladelphiay Sixth abore Aioh, of the name of 
Kelly. The tnith appeals to be that onr common 
flODse is gradoally getting the better of traditional 
fooleries^ in honest reality, gready improring social 
interooDise. Sir , a son of the minister we 

had in the United States, and who seems qnit^ 
attpched to oar conntiy, confessed, thong^ himself 
an assistant of Sir Edward Cost, the Master of 
Geremoniei^ that these idle points of court etiquette 
w«re gradually wearing out 

I have neither had matter nor time for a formal 
despatdi, and must beg yon to be content with this 
nnceramonious letter* 

Very truly and respectftilly yrs. 



TO MB. MAB07. 

Loudoo, April 7, I860. 

Mt dsab Sm, 

My effixrt is to let you haye something from 
me^ be it ever so small and indiflTexenty by eyery 
regular steamer. I would haye prepared a formal 
despatch to-day, though there is nothingto tell that 
will not keep for a few days; but that, suddenly, the 
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Queen has laid her oommands upon me, and I must 
eat my dinner at the Palaoa 

And pray, Mr. Secretary, what is your minister 
to do or say if he be placed at the royal table along- 
side of Sonlouque's representatiFey whose fine ebony 
our friend, Mr. Mason, has estimated at $1000 ? 

Political parties here are squaring off for a regular 
set-to^ on two subjects, the Treaty of Peace and the 
Belations with America. On the former, the public 
dissatisfaction is growing every day ; shoulders are 
shrugged, and a sense of disappointment and humi- 
liation expressed in all quarters, to such an extent, 
indeed, that I doubt whether an fllumination can be 
safely ventured. On the second topic, Mr. Gladstone 
has broken ground in the House of Commons with 
considerable animation ; so much so as to cause Lord 
Palmerston to lose his temper, a thing he very 
rarely does, and to occasion quite a general surprise. 
He would seem, though not yet very decidedly, to 
be resolved on standing by Mr. Crampton, and to 
regard his omission to communicate to you for two 
months the letter of Lord Clarendon, offering to 
arbitrate the Central American difficulties, as of no 
importance, because the offer had been repeatedly 
made io Mr. Buchanan, and communicated by him 
to you long before. A vague impression prevails 
that upon these two questions united, the ministry 
will go by the board, and that Mr. Gladstone, cer- 
tainly the only fully competent man presenting 
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Mmiidfi win, in the new combinationy take the place 
now filled hj Lord Palmeisfanu 

I wish our weU-wiflhen here, who are becoming 
loud and more namerons hoorly, conld be spared, for 
a time at leasts the ahock they will certainly receive 
en the Preaidenfa declining to arbitrate. There is 
m moral weight in an offer of that sort which nothing 
but a perfect knowledge and conect appreciation of 
the matter in controreiay can entirely repel, and it 
ia absolntely amasing how few among onr best Mends 
understand the subject eren superficially t For my 
own party I am against arbitration, as involving 
aomething that saTOurs of concession, and I am con* 
nnced that if we calmly but firmly, and especially 
with qniet and steady preparation for the worst, hold 
on to the obvioosly jnst constmction we have given 
the treaty, this government will give way, indirectly 
peifaapsi by proposing to nullify the treaty and begin 
again, or directly by removing in some such fashion 
as Mr. Bquiei^s project^ all possible motive to per- 
severe in their misinterpretation. We have distinctly 
and ably, in the face of the world, taken our position 
on both the matters in difference : it is entirely too 
late to diange that position, or even to seem to 
hesitate about it Lord Palmerston must be looked 
oooUy in the eye^ so that he may gather firom our 
o omp osnra as well as from our words, the conviction 
that he can expect no substantial change in us. 
Stilly a short postponement of the President's final 
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determination on the question of umpirage, would 
give to many in both Houses of Parliament^ now that 
the ball is opened, an opportunity to inform them- 
selves accurately, and so to avoid being shocked by 
the refusal when it comes. 

I was somewhat struck by a remark which was 
made to me by a gentleman, rather high in office, at 
a soirfe on Saturday last In the course of conyer^ 
sation I had ventured to say that what surprised me 
was, that a man so personally good*tempered and 
courteous as the Premier, could use such words and 
evince such bitter feelings as he sometimes did 
towards the United States. ^Perhaps," was ob- 
served, ''it may not be his fault.** ''How so?" I 
immediately asked; ''and whiose fault can it be?* 
''Well,'' was the reply, "I think it all originates 
with Clarendon T This may be kn effasion of per- 
sonal grudge against the Earl, worthy of very little 
reliance; and yet we sometimes get a peep behind 
the curtain by casual remarks of this sort \ 

Mr. C, just returned from Paris, tells me that 
Mr. Buchanan proceeds home by tbe Arago on the 
9th instant, the vessel which takes this note. 

I cannot forbear repeating to you my anxiety that 
you should not permit any importunity to persuade 
you to 'remove our consul at Leeds. He is, as a 
public officer, first-rate. 

Majors Belafield and Mordecai, and Captain 
MoClellan, have not yet obtained the visiting per- 
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nuts fi>r. the aeveral military offices whioh Lord 
Pilmenton promised me a week aga I hope he 
baa not been thwarted by the respective Boardfl^ and 
ihat the papers will be forthcoming soon. 

Thoe is to be a grand naval review off Ports- 
nunithy the chart and programme of which will 
accompany this letter. It was prepared and pre- 
sented to me by Captain John Washington, of the 
Hydrographical OfBce. At this moment the exhibition 
is fixed for the 17th of April (a day which I cannot 
give to it), bat Captain Washington tells me that 
the naval officers wish it postponed for a week, and 
that the Qaeen may probably so command ; — and if 
80^ I will endeavoor to be a witness. Captain Ben- 
ham, of oar Coast Sarvey, may, as an engineer, 
deem it important that he also should be present 

The scientific gentleman whom I have jost men« 
tioned. Captain Washington, has told me of the 
discovery of a process by which the place at which 
a sabmaiine cable, sank in the sea for telegraphic 
{Mirposes^ breaks, can be immediately ascertained. 
At the point either of beginning or ending, the 
spot is determined in a very novel bat certain 
manner, by time, or intensity in the action of the 
flnid. He regards it as of immense importance, in 
encooraging the laying of sabmarine cables, bat he 
coold give me no more definite or aocnrate accoont 
of lt» It may possibly not be wholly new to the 
Superintendent of our Coast Sarvey. 
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You must not hesitate to let me know if yoa thi 
I waste your time. 

Veiy truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MR. MARCY. 

London. April 18, 1850. 
Mt DKAB SlBy 

My despatch has gone by the steamship on 
Wednesday last^ bat I think it probable that this 
epistle, by the Persia on to-morrow, will reach yon 
quite as soon, if not a little earlier. 

I regret that Major Delafield and his colleagues 
could not giye another week to the pursuit of their 
researches, as I have latterly received from the 
Foreign Office notes which might haye facilitated 
their progress. 

If the statements made to me by very many of 
our leading friends in the House of CSommons can be 
relied upon, a most determined and formidable as- 
sault on the ministry, in respect to our relations, 
may be looked for. As £Bur as I have yet acted, my 
desire has been to strengthen the position of our 
parliamentary advocates by removing all pretence of 
a hostile feeling on our part^ and putting the hostility 
of the mfnistry on the grounds of some *^ imnoraklU 
itaie foKcy^ in reference to their commercial en* 
croachments by the colony of the Bay Islands, oi 
some ^fw^ime wmdum/M^ as to the 
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question, quite iDaooessible to Teason or manly con- 
ciliation. Sndi 70a will see to have been mj in- 
timaliona at the Lord Hayor^B dinner to me of 
yeiteiday.* I send yon an exact copy of my re* 

* TIm teUA-addrm at ihe Maniioii BooiOi rtfinred to In tiio 
Ikw^^oing letter, wu tiM IbUoiri^ 

Mt LOBD, LAMia^ AHD GnTLEMSH, 

Tlw Teiy kind and oomplimentaiy langoage with which 
hitloidihip pra&oed the laei toesiy and the cordial manner in 
whidi it haa been leoeiTed hy thia diitingaiahed aaMmbUge, aie 
entitled to^ and I hope 70a will accepti the letnm of my grati- 
tnde. I am, in troth, however, almost bankrupt in thanka ; for 
race landing in the dominions of yonr illoatrions Qaeen, as the 
nqvcsentative of the gorenmient and people of the United StateSp 
I have met nothing bat a series of flattering welcomes and hos- 
pltalitiea> ' Althoogh perfectly consdoas that these mahifesta- 
tiens are not in the remotest degree addressed to an individnal 
so utterly unentitled to them as myself but that they aie pio- 
fiiaely laTiahed as a genorous tribute to a nation as whose 
me ss e n ger I come; still, on its behalf, and with the sensibility 
which I know it would unanimously feel, I must b^ yon, my 
kid, ladiesi and gentlemen, to reoeiye this eipresaian of profound 
asknowledgmentk 

There are eome topics on which it would be ill-timed, if not 
unwiee^ mors enterprising thtfn salsi to touch on this occasion, 
and in this pr e se nc e ; indeed, my uniTal ia so recent that the 
subfeols which would be most acceptable to you are as yet 
unknown to me. I dare say, howerer, that I can Tcntore, 
without much heard (in the proTincialism natural to Western 
tongue^ topiMii that the spirit snd purpose of a new-comer are 
matten of at least partial ouricei^. Well» my lord, I am 
nsiUier anthcriwd to feel, nor do I Ceel any desire other than 
that of giirhig aU my eneigiee and efibrts unresenredly, to the 
ntoralioB of the moot hanncnious sentiments and frieodly 
nriatione between America and England. Animated by such 
a siMt, and aimii^ at such a purpose^ if I ftil,as&il I may, 
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marks, for I took care to premeditate careAilly, and 
rely more apon my memory than upon the extempo- 
raneous afllatus of the ooccasion. Allow me to 
analyze briefly. Ton will note that— 

1. I ignore all the balderdash about mother 
country, kindred, and so forth. One of to-day's 
papers^ referring to a short speech made by me at 
the most republican of the London dubs, on the 
evening of the 16th inst., puts nonsense of this kind 
very falsely into my mtfnth. The truth is that such 
terms as ** mother," ** daughter,** ** cousins,*' etc, are 
their own fiuniliar ones, and if you refer to England 
and America, their version makes it a reference to 
mother and daughter. I have resolutely, and from 
principle, eschewed any phrase of the sort 

2. My reception has been such as to exact the 



it will be because of some overruling sad inexorable policy of 
state, or some foregone conclusion not to be undone by manly 
and honounble conciliation. 

Allow me, my lord, in conclusion, to offer my congratnlatiocs 
to your lordship, and to all the guests who surround you, on the 
giuit event consummated since my arriyal'— the restoration of 
peace to £un>pe. War, though undoubtedly accompanied by 
moral benefits or alleviattODs, is still, and at best, an evil; and 
the vast industrial power of the empire, howeyer for a time 
gallantly enlisted and ably directed, will find more genial and 
.fruitful employment in those channels of agricultural, ccm- 
mercial, manufacturing, and mechanical exerticii, which have 
so eminently distinguished her people in their march of im* 
pfovement. 

Renewed acknowledgments, etc. 

VOL. I. 
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strong aoknoirlddgments made; and this was not 
only dae» but in haimony with mj purpose. 

3. I designedly forbore expanding on the points of 
difference^ but asserted that if, with the conciliatory 
qpirit and purpose I avowed, the goyemment made 
my mission fail, it would be because they had found 
out that the Clayton-Bulwer treaty checked their 
commercial ambition at a most interesting point, or 
because Mr. Grampton and the consuls (who are said 
to be ready to Tindicate their course by publishing 
their instructions) were to be sustained at all hazarcls. 
This was said in tenns not as here stated, but to the 
intelligent perfectly dear. 

4. I introduced a congratulation on the PeaciB, 
because I thought it would quietly and respectfully 
imply a perfect and cool contempt for the idea that 
our goyemment could in the slightest degree be 
affected in their pursuit of right by the powerful 
attitude in which that Peace left England. 

Tho support giyen to my remarks was yery de- 
dded. Lord Stanley (who, as the son of Lord 
Derby, was called upon to respond to a toast compli- 
mentary to the House of Peers) did not hesitate to 
say that that body would echo my sentiments^ and 
that the man in England who would yenturo to 
assail the institutions and goyemment of the United 
States would be regarded as a dangerous public 
enemy. Mr. Oardwell (responding fbr the House of 
CSommonsX while all the members present stood up 
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as ezpressiTe of their adhesion to his views, went so 
far .as to say that he *'ooald almost pledge the 
Cbmmons of England to sustain the American 
Minister in the assertion of his coontry's inter- 
national rights against any ministry whaterer/' An 
eminent and eloqnent dei^yman put in the same 
sentiment from the Church; and Mr. Boebuck, 
sitting by me at the time, said that I oould now see 
that Lords, Oommons, and Church agreed with the 
great body of the British people, and would never 
submit to quarrel with America on the pretexts got 
up: he added, with emphasis, we fear no power on 
earth, and I am incapable of hypoorisy — my only 
wish is that you should know the truth. 

Lord Lyndhurst, whose great age has in no respect 
impaired his powers of mind, is said to be preparing 
to take the field for us in the Lords. A trifling, but 
to me most agreeable incident, gave oountenance to 
this idea, at the recent lev^ which I attended as 
chafertm to three of our countrymen. I was pass- 
ing, in (lie line of diplomats, to the throne-room, 
when I felt myself caught by the arm, and heard 
the eiclamation : ^^ Welcome, my countryman, wel* 
come to England I" I turned, saw a very venerable 
man in court costume ; did not know him, for I had 
never seen him before^ but thanked him cordially, and 
huniedly passed on. After performing my duty in 
presenting my prUiffh, I waite<l close by the Queen 
to see who the old gentleman might be ; 



20 NA VAL REVIEW OFF PORTSMOUTH. 

that he was Lord Lyndhursty and then» going up to 
him, xenewed my thanka for his welcome, which he 
Tery cordially received. I forward to you in the Bag 
to-day an interesting communication from Mr. Mason, 
received yesterday. I have^ as he requested, care* 
fhlly read it ; and should the emergency to which he 
refers arise, or be seen approaching, I shall not fail 
to advise him promptly. Although my impressions 
are as yet like his own, there is no knowing what a 
whim may bring forth, and I think it might be 
prudent to instruct the CSommodore either to affect, 
for a month or two to come, some business with the 
ships of his squadron in such of the Mediterranean 
ports as would prevent any abrupt attack, or gra- 
dually to disperse them on the lookout I will write 
to Mr. Mason tliis suggestion, «nd perhaps he will 
see the expediency of applying it at onoe^ and until 
some time has elapsed after the grand review at 
Portsmouth on the 23rd inst 

By-the-by, the frequency with which I have been 
advised and almost solicited, by the officers of the 
government^ to attend this naval review, has rather 
confirmed my disinclination. It will be a grand and 
ostentatious display of British naval power, at which, 
as an American, citizen or minister, I shall be 
reluctant to play the part of a wondering spectator. 
I was told that * * • • had said he would rather 
have Mr. Dallas attend than all the others of the 
diplomatic body ; as indicative of something like this 
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peculiar desiroi I send you the oopj of a short note 
tills moment received from the Foreign Oifice, and I 
add It copy of my reply. I do not intend, nnless 
commanded by a direct invUaiian from the Queen 
(which I have feared might comeX to swell the 
exulting crowd at that demonstration, but shall, of 
course, abstain graceftilly. 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MR. MARCT. 

LondoQt April 20, 1856. 

Mt dear Sir, 

Lord Aberdeen was kind enough to pay me a 
visit this morning ; and the result of a long conver- 
sation with him is my conviction that, in the course 
of two or three days, I shall receive, to be forwarded 
to you, the reply of Lord CSlarendon to your letter of 
the 28th of December last, requesting, at its dose, 
the recall of Mr. Crampton, and the removal of 
Messrs. Bowcroft, Barclay, and Matthew. 

This reply will be calm and moderate in tone, but 
definitive in declining to do what you have asked. 
It wiU fotind its leasoning upon freeh'statement. and 
evidence furnished by Mr. Crampton, and affect to 
be unable^ without doing injustice, to determine the' 
question of veracity on points of £M)t. Of course, 
neither Lord Aberdeen, nor any one else out of the 
Foreign Office, has exact knowledge of what the 
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&ct8 aie upon which Mr. Crampton has raifled, or 
lather bolstered up, the issue for the relief of the 
ministiy. It is conceiyed that^ unless bj some harsh 
and unexpected course of action on the part of our 
goyemment, a reaction in sentiment shall be suddenly 
provoked. Lord Bslmerston will be unable to sustain 
•himsell No one will be surprised if Mr. Crampton 
be dismissed ultimately ; but it may be (as was said 
to me) that a plausible case of contradictory proof 
may be the burthen of Lord Clarendon's reply, and 
that many will expect it to be met before the final 
blow is struck. Lord Aberdeen is a calm and 
judicious man. His poUtical position here you 
perfectly well understand. He would undoubtedly 
desire to preserre good relations between the two 
countries, and is by no means satisfied that a similar 
disposition on the part of the ministry would not, 
especially at their commencement^ have avoided 
existing diflSculties. But he is a loyal, high-minded 
statesman, and is obviously not prepared to prejudge 
the new testimony sent forward^ and of which he can 
have no accurate knowledge* until it shall be laid 
upon the table of the House of Commons, as 
repeatedly pnmiised by Lord Palmerston. * 

Snce reading the Qhbe of the 18th instant, 1 have 
been in veiy little doubt as to the ''foregone con* 
dusion ^ in respect to the matter of foreign enlist- 
mentSy upon which this government had settled. 
That newspaper, in my opinion a reliable represen- 
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tatire of cabinet policy, when commenting upon my 
address at the Lord ICayor^s dinner, and after many 
compliments to it and my sentiments, with an 
expression of a desire to keep the best relations with 
us, yet closed its article with a strong ^trost** that 
notwithstanding all this, ^no considerations, even 
those arising from the prospect of war and its 
calamities, will ever lead the British nation to defl^ 
one inch from the path of uprightness and honour.** 

Considering, then, that the British ministry refuse 
your demand, I take it for granted that you will 
send Mr. Crampton his passports, and that^ as soon 
as your baring done so is officially known here, I 
shall receive mine. It will, in all probability, be in 
your power before that to apprise me at what time 
you intend acting, and what course the President 
would wish me to take on being tendered ''my ticket 
of leave." Certainly I will comply with his and your 
instructions as far as I can ; but my inclination is, 
as I think my true representative duty and policy 
are, to quit England instantly, and to remain for a 
limited period either in Paris, or Brussels, or Gteheva, 
until I receive your final directions. Of course, I 
cannot do this without incurring serious and most 
inconvenient loss; but this is a consideration by 
which you cannot be ''deflected one inch from the 
path of uprightness and honour;** and it is only 
mentioned as a reason for my adding that I presume 
my receiving my passports and going on the Con- 
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tinent do not cancel my oommiaBion as minister, or 
suspend my credit with the Barings for salary, until 
I am recalled by the President Hy fonctionsy 
although not exercised in diplomatic interconise 
with the goyemment here, are at the discretion of 
the President only. 

I have JQst'received your private letter of the 
7ih insty in which yon say that, having heard 
Mr. Cnmpton had sent to his government an 
elaborate defence of his course, you ** inferred that 
the discussion is to be further protracted.'' This 
inference squares with what Lord Aberdeen seemed 
to consider as highly expedient : and, indeed, as the 
matter of foreign enlistment has taken the foreground 
of our differences^ and has been managed by you 
with so much force and labour, I should regret your 
leaving anything by which your powerful argument 
of the 28th of December can be fortified, so as to 
repel the new assault. 1 would cheeriully take the 
labour upon myself, in order to relieve you; but 
your familiarity with the subject will probably make 
it easy^ and the additional evidence in your hands 
has not been sent here. Besides, a reasonable delay 
on our side^ for a substantial reason, after the long 
delay on theirs, merely on the ground of Lord 
dareodon's absence, can only enure to our benefit^ 
by letting the parliamentary scene of action be fully 
developed. It may be that a change of mim'stry on 
the Peace question would save trouble all round, . . . 
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This peace is very generally regarded as one forced 
upon the govemment^ and in truth a botchery and a 
sham. Bumour will hare it that Louis Napoleon 
has been too lavish in personal as well as national 
expenditure, and that he inrided upon closing a war 
whose next campaign (not necessary to preserve the 
military prestige of France) might drive himself and 
his public chest into bankruptcy. One of the already 
apparent effects of the peace is the universal bitter- 
ness against England on the Continent, and the 
general chorus in praise of France. 

The ministry are trying to make capital out of the 
Italian question. But nothing will give brightness 
to the illumination which has been resolved upon ; 
and to maintam the tranquillity of which, in this 
discontented and mortified metropolis, Horse Guards 
and Life Guards are deemed necessary. Biot is 
anticipated; but the affidr is too lifeless to kindle 
excitement ; it will pass off as a mockery. 

Some attention is given here to our fermentation 
preparatory to the coming Presidential election, and 
I am frequentiy asked as to its probable result Of 
course I can give them nothing better than conjecture; 
and they regard it as ''quite odd** that, notwith* 
standing the character of the new House of Bepre- 
sentatives^ and the election of a Ekuik as Speaker, I 
should be confident of a democratic success. They 
do not seem to speculate upon deriving any advan* 
tage from our defeat; indeed, they rather despise 

♦ 
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the doctrine of ''America for the Americans ;" and 
wliat thej oonaider the total disappearance id the 
Whig parfy, their old alliesy leaves them very sus- 
picions of the new £Actions. I think, too, our steady 
adherence to republican doctrines, accompanied by 
the constantly augmenting prosperity and power of the 
country, are Tisibly undermining their former preju- 
dices, and letting in upon their thoughts, their manners, 
and eren their conyersation, a great deal more de- 
mocracy than they themselves are conscious of. I see 
this in every rank of society, and perhaps more among 
the nobles and titled than in other classes. 

As soon as Lord Clarendon returns to the Foreign 
OflSce, Herran says he will open upon him the 
recession of the Bay Islands to Honduras, upon 
ICr. Sqnier's plan. I will bear in mind the views of 
your No. 7. The Earl is reported to me as decidedly 
ikvonrable to the scheme; and it is possible that he 
may catch at it as the only mode of disentangling this 
govenimant from the absurd misconstruction he gave 
to the treaty of 185a 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MR. MARCT. 

London, April 26, 1860. 

Ht bbab Sib, 

Last evening Lord Palmerston laid upon the 
taUe of the House of CSommons the papers relating 
f 
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to our differences. Of what the packet consigts I 
have not yet ascertained. It can. hardly contain the 
reply to your letter of 28th December, because up to 
this hour that reply has not been sent to this legation. 
In the Lords, Lord Clarendon promised the papers 
early next week. 

I wrote by the Hermann, which steamed from 
Southampton last Wednesday, a rather lengthy letter 
to you on the subject of the expected reply. I was 
anxious that you should get my views as early as 
possible, founded, as they are, on information 
perfectly reliable. I presume you will get that letter 
either before or about the same time with this, and 
will not, therefore, repeat its contents further than 
to say that your request for the recall of Mr. Cramp* 
ton will be declined upon the hoiis o//re$h ttaiementi 
and proof fumiAed iy Mr. Oramphn^ and in a tone 
vastly improved from the former envenomed one. 

All London is laughing at the ridiculous mishaps 
which occurred owing to the mismanagement of the 
arrangements for the great Naval Review of the day 
before yesterday. Both Houses of Parliament 
discussed them for an hour last night, and a morning 
journal contains a long article, full of fun, but con- 
sidering the whole affair as somewhat a failure, and 
as a sort of representation of the mismanagement of 
Balaklava. The Peers and Commons, pompously 
invited to be near the Queen, were left in the lurch. 
Lord Palmerston was twic^ in the tumultuous m£Ue, 
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« tanied out of nil-cars by the conduetora LordB of 

Gomicil and high Chuch digmtaries» and Chief 
Justice Oampbell underwent all sorts of annoyances 
and delaysi What became of the Diplomatic body 
nobocty can telL A huge steamer ran down a gnn- 
boak The manosufring was indistinct and nninter^ 
esting, and finally nothing seems left to comfort the 
originators of this magnificent tnm-oat» but the 
certain iSMsts that the number of vessels of war was 
240, and their aggregate armament 3,002 gonsl ' I 
am not sorry that I abstained from being ''there to 



Lord Clarendon reached London on the evening 
of Monday, the 21st instant I received the nsoJEd 
official notification on the afternoon of the 22nd, 
and on the following morning requested an inter- 
view. Late last night I got his reply, assigning 
4 o'clock this afternoon as the hour, and the Foreign 
Office as the heui in jw>. I am therefore afraid 
that I cannot send yon by this opportunity my 
first impressions of her Majesty's principal Secretary 
of State Ibr Foreign Affiurs. Lideed, as I have 
nothing to discuss with him, I shall be lucky if I 
can get him to say anything worthy of crossing the 
Atiantic. 

The ministry have lately been several times in the 
minority in the House of Commons; and some of the 
newspaper sentinels carefully point to each case as a 
Mgnificant sign of what is coming. But I cannot 
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yet peroeive any really heavy weights tacked to the 
heels of the administratioa, but the Peace and the 
American question. Tliese are certainly pressing 
them down more and more every hoar; but the 
Premier is a man of great adroitness in extremities^ 
and may yet^ by sudden movementy twist round upon 
its tight rope, and dance off, with Parliament blinded 
and in tow, and in another direction. Pray observe 
how, in the distribution of the immense land and 
naval forces on hand, he is sending a larger force to 
Canada than they have ever yet had there; other 
troops to Bermuda ; a most extraordinary supply of 
many millions of ball-cartridges, etc, eta We have 
in cotton, to be sure, pretty good bail for the peaceful 
behaviour of this country, as a general thing ; but 
there are epochs and circumstances in which I should 
not think that bail su£Scient. I have a strong 
mistrust of France ; but that is Mr. Mason's province, 
not mine. 

Allow me to intimate that in these critical times 
there may be some doubt as to the entire security of 
the arrangements made by the department with the 
Cunard steamers, reposing more confidence in them 
than in the Collins line, by instructing the despatch 
agent that it is unnecessary to have a special bearer 
of despatches when the Bag is sent by a Cunaider. 
No expense is incurred by those bearers . of de- 
spatches ; and our travelling countrymen are always 
proud to take charge of and faithfully protect what 
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; it meant for yon. I donH qaestion the integrity of 

I the Canard offioerB, bat the public impression may 

be the other way; and all on board steamships are 

not officers. 

» 

} Ton will hare read in the newspapers the Treaty 

of Peace. The entire document breathes a spirit of 
tenderness for Bossia and indiflTerence to England. 
Poblic opinion here has become so pronounced about 
it» that the formal illumination preparing by goyem- 
ment is unirerBally sneered at, and even in the 
House of Commons has been laughed at and ridiculed. 

! I hare just received a communication from Mr. 

r 

f ICason, dated Paris, the 24th instant He tells me 

that he has embraced my idea about our Medito 
ranean squadron (which I think I sent to you in my 
letter of th^ 18th April), and has written to that 
flflfect to Commodore Broese. 

I sometimes wish for your sake that I wrote a 
larger and bolder hand. I am conscious that 
eyes of a respectable period of life ought not to be ' 
aererely taxed ; but my habit is inveterate, and I 
am forced to this tiny chirography, if I write at all. 

i hare got nothing requiring the solemnity of a 
despatch. 

■ Very truly and respectfully yrs. 

P. 8.-^1 hare opened this to add that I hare had 
my interview with Lord Clarendon ; that I said I 
had come^ first to pay my personal respects* and 
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second to inquire within what reasonable time I 
might expect, for transmission to yon, the reply 
to your letter of the 28th December last He was» 
of course, exceedingly pleased to form my acquaint- 
ance, and said he would send me a note, perhaps on 
Monday next, certainly before the next steamer left 
This led me to suppose that there is something 
coming separate from the reply. 

We talked over the negotiations at Paris. He is 
certainly not satisfied, but remarked that he had 
had no wish to humiliate Bussia by the terms of the 
treaty. More at another time. 



TO MR. J. r. MASON. 

London, Hay 2, 1866. 

My deab Sib, 

It will be agreeable to you, no doubt, to know 
that your despatch to Oovernor Marcy, respecting 
the course things took about priyateering, was re- 
ceived here just in time to enable me, after hastily 
reading it, to seal and put it in the Bag for the 
steamer Asia to-morrow. 

Goremor Marcy, who long ago took into his own 
management the correspondence on the Enlistment 
question, still retains it We shall probably know 
notliing on that subject, beyond what we at present 
know, for six weeks to come ; and then I do not, 
under the existing circumstances^ expect a definitire 
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stage to be reached. Poeedbly tlie contioyenjr may 
dng its slow length along until Congress rises. If 
oor State Department continue firm, Baron Brunow 
(to whom I send my cordial and most respectful 
remembrances) will, I feel assured, be proved a 
better prophet than either Count Walewski or Lord 
Cowley. I refer, of course^ to the contents of your 
letter. 

Your exceedingly kind invitation to Paris has 

given us all much pleasure. The ladies would enjoy 

\ nothing better; and the opportunity of one of ''the 

sighti "* — ^the sight of yourself and fiimily — ^would be 
sure to compensate them for the annoyances of 
ttavelling. But this distracting legation requires in* 
cessant watchfulness, especially now that the opening 
spring induces such shoals of our countrymen to 
come abroad; and as to a compulsory visit, if it 
occur at all* it will hardly occur until the middle of 

summer. 

Sincerely yrs. 



TO ADMIRAL REECHET. 

24 Pnrtkod Plsoe, April 8, 1856. 

Mr. Dallas, the American Mim'ster, has the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of Admiral 
Beediey*s note of to-day, apprising him that the 
Council of the Boyal Geographical Society had 
awarded to Dr. Kane, of the United States, the Oold 
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Medal of the Society, for the distinguished oonduct and 
discoveries of that gentleman in the Arctic regions, 
and for the great zeal and eneigy displayed, nnder 
circumstances of great privation and suffering, in the 
search for Sir John Franklin. 

Mr. Dallas hears of this tribute, alike generous and 
just, to the services of his countryman, in the cause 
of science and humanity, with much sensibility and 
pride. He will attend at the Anniversary meeting; 
on the 26th instant, agreeably to the invitation of 
the Council, and in receiving the medal will under- 
take its safe transmission to Dr. Kane.* 

* When Admiral Beechcy, in the presence of the Roysl 
Geogmphicai ISooiety, handed this Gold Medal to the American 
Minister, it was acknowledged by the following short address :— « 

Mb. Pbbsidskt, 

On behalf of my fellow-oitisen, Dr. Elisha K. Kane, I 
reodTe, with equal pride and pleasure, this testimonial, awarded 
by your learned body to his ability tmd senrioes in that branch 
of human knowledge to which you are specially devoted. 

His country also, even now engaged in expressing her high 
sense of his deserts, will be gratified to learn that her judgment, 
wl)ich might possibly be ascribed to partiality, has been thus 
sanctioned. 

Young as he yet is, and fairly entitled to count upon many 
years of zealous intellectual activity, he can never achieve a 
prouder recognition, considered in all its aspects, than this Medal 
of the Royal Greographical Society of London. 

Dr. Kane, as is personally known to me, entered upon his 
career of Arctic ezplcratiou under the influence of sentiments 
which were strengthened rather than shaken by its depicted 
terrorp. In the medical department of the Navy of the United 
States, on a remote sutaon, his government soarosly intimated 
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TO ME. MAEOT. 

London, May C« 1866. 

Mr DXAB Sib, 

After the despatch sent jon by the steamer 
of Saturday, the 3rd instant, I hare not enough on 
band for another of that formal character by to- 
anorrawV, Perhaps Lord Clarendon's reply to yours 
of the 28th December, will be enough for some 
time to come. I was surprised at finding it printed 
in the Ttmsi and Pod on the rery morning the 



a difpomtinn to Join in the aearch for Sir Jobn Franklin before 
ho hnrried forward to Tolnnteer an enlistment for that noble 
poipoee. There waa a Tdoe upon the breece that had oaoght 
his ear. An ardent foodneae for aoientifio atadies impelled him 
to a freab field of reaearoh. A daring and irrepreraible apirit of 
CDterpriaa oo-operated with mvuitk experienee and peculiar attain- 
menta. He went— he went twioe ; and, though ho vainly offered 
hia own life to reaene ancthei^a, he brought back with him olwer- 
Tationa^ Terificatkn^ diaeoTorieai and delineationa worthy to be 
acoepted bj the maaten of geographical adence. If, aa I beliere 
waa the caae, he penetrated to; and actually beheld, the ice- 
cndieled jet open aea, whoee odatence had been predicated of 
the periodioal nortfaem flight of aquatic birda, of certain ourrenta, 
and of other uiif icm, he may Juatly feel that tlie prMtical solution 
of an intereating pidblan baa earned the honour of your appro- 
bation. 

I do not wiafa, Mr* Freaidenty to enlogiM my countryman. 
Ton an fer mora competent than myaolf to appreciate the exact 
ndoe of what hehaaefliBOted. Tour Couudl have affixed to hia 
TCOord tbia^ their Great Seal, and, at your inritation, and with 
alacrity, I asaoms the grateful taak of transmitting it aafely to 
liiihsnda. 
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steamer sailed, Yoa will probably bare received it 
in that shape. 

This reply is more than commonly conciliatory in 
tone, and its concluding paragraphs are thought to 
evince a sincere desire to avoid a breach. Although 
it imports a refusal to recal, it avoids saying so 
expressly ; and it may be construed as withholding a 
definitive answer until you have had an opportunity 
to consider the denials of the four honourable gen- 
tlemen, with the budget of loose and wanton affidavits. 
Of all the acts to which this government has resorted 
in defence of their officials^ I cannot help regarding 
the procuring and publishing such a mass of gossip- 
ing slander as the most diagraceful. To be sure, the 
letter of Strobel to Mr. Crampton, demanding 10021, 
and threatening to turn State's evidence if he be not 
sent the means to quit the country, is very, very 
bad, and he must cease to be relied upon, whatever 
may have been his former diaracter. That letter, 
however, like those of Mr. Crampton and others, 
adduced on the trial of Hertz, is substantive proof 
in itself; it is incapable of being explained away. 
Not so the absurd tittle-tattle and hearsay, often 
three degrees removed, invoked from ignorant and 
prejudiced men to destroy the statements of Herts 
and others. This is all garbage with which Lord 
Clarendon and Mr. Crampton should have disdained 
to foul their pens. Still, it will have its intended 
effect upon the minds of superficial examiners^ and 
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I need not say that these comit as a thousand to one 
against the reflecting and analyzing. Hence the 
expediency of commenting upon it, and, if within 
yonr power, of dispelling it by some strong testi- 
mony, snch as that to which you have referred in 
one of yoor private letters. Even if yon decide to 
send Mr. Crampton lus passports, I would accompany 
that final measure with reasons, incorporating a' 
complete refutation of these pretences of a Quarter- 
sessions character, why you regard further corre* 
spondence or argument as unnecessary and uncalled 
for. 

There are gentlemen here who take another view 
of Lord Cilarendon's reply. They represent it as an 
effort to persuade you to let him off upon the basis 
of a generous adherence to public agents misled 
by seal in the serrice of their country; upon tbe 
ground that they were not lawyers, and did not 
exactly apprehend the legal character of the steps 
they were taking; upon the unwiUingness to rest 
a quarrel on evidence derived from sources par- 
tially tainted and equivocal ; and, more than aU, upon 
what they regard as an appeal to your magnanimity, 
not to persevere after reiterated expressions of regret, 
and upon receiving renewed and cordial assurances 
of goodwill and friendship. If I could take this 
view I would certainly and frankly urge you to 
act upon it» as it must» I think, be admitted, that 
yonr doing so could <mly be ascribed to a forbearance 
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in favour of peace. But I cannot so constrae the 
sweeping and merciless and fool attack to which 
Lord Clarendon has lent his high station and higher 
name against the motives, the officers, and the 
proceedings of the American government. Oar 
judges are all under executive or party control ; our 
district attorneys and marshals are all subservient 
and venal; our dtisens, if witnesses, all corrupt and 
perjured; and our juries^ grand and petit, unworthy 
of confidence I Such is the impression which this 
extraordinary paper, if not repelled conclusively, 
must have upon the general mind of Europe. I do 
not, £ cannot^ believe that Lord Clarendon had care- 
fully considered the miserable tissue of wanton scandal 
he was sending yon, or the extent to which it neces- 
sarily carried him. There it is^ however, and you are 
forced to deal with it exactly as he has shaped it, 
and as the world will understand it Had it been 
read to the assembled representatives of the seven 
Great Powers, in the Congress at Paris, it would 
have been hailed with smiles as an exposure procur- 
sive of the downfall of republicanism, and might 
have formed a protocol, or at least an annex to a 
protocol, like the menace against the free press of 
Belgium. I wonder whether it may not in fact 
have had the mjrimatur of a majority of this 
great league of rulers against the rights and liberties 
of the ruled ? Orloff is the only one (no, his colleague 
Brunow, is another) from whom I should expect 



r 



; • 






I • 



38 ATTACK ON AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. 

xesistanoe to its adoptioiL You must excuse this 
latitude erf remark. I am generally cool, but now 
and tlien heated by trifles ; and I know yonr tem- 
perament too well to fear that any sadden extra- 
Taganoe of mine can possibly mislead yon. 

I am jost now struck with the idea that^ if you 
inclined to postpone giving the final blow on the 
enlistment question, your object might be best 
attained by simply asking Lord Olarendon, if it was 
intended by her Majesty's govemment to superadd 
to the many unpleasant features of the correspond- 
ence, the adopticm, as true, of the yarious imputa- 
tions grosdy made in the aflBdavits which accompanied 
his reply, against the integrity and honour of the 
judidal and executive officers of the United States ? 
I think sudi a brief interrogatory would let him 
nnderstand your sense of the proceeding, and would 
oblige him to do one of two things, either to say Yes, 
in which case you would have a unanimous feeling 
at home, or to si^ No, and that would take from the 
affidavits all title to any respect whatever, and leave 
you free to act upon the general tone of his reply. 
If we are to quarrel let us do it with the entire 
approbation of the American people, and then conse- 
quences need not be apprehended. 

I returned Baron Brunow's visit to-day, and had 
a long conversation with him as private friends. 
I knew him intimately when in St Petersbnig in 
1888. He is here only for a short time, toannounoe 
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the death of Nicholas 1 I reproached him for having, 
at the Conference in PariB, entered into the English 
project of abolishing priyateersy although his country 
had so little interest in the matter, and he perfectly 
knew that it was aimed ezdusiTely at the great 
defensive weapon of the United States against British 
disposition to go to war with. us. I observed to him, 
see what the result is of having sympathized with 
Bussia for two years! — we have a fierce contest 
about enlistments in violation of our neutrality laws, 
and at the very first occasion Bussia throws her 
weight into the scale of our adversary, and enables 
her to daim to be backed by all Christendom I He 
made many efforts at excuse, but said, finally, 
^Wliat could we do?* 'Til tell yon what yon 
could and what you ought to have done,** said L 
" You might have admitted the general plausibility 
of the idea, and expressed a readiness to co-operate 
in abolishing privateering, provided in advance of 
any combined declaration on the subject, the assent 
of aU mariUme nations be obtained. You should 
have abstained from an unwillingness to exercise 
a species of moral coercion over Powers not repre- 
sented in your Conference. In that way, without 
naming the United States, you would not have lent 
yourself to putting them in the wrong.^ The Baron 
was quite overthrown by the suggestion, and treated 
it as unanswerable* I think it very likely that 
Mr. Stoeokl will be instructed to make all sorts of 
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In the oourae ci the talk, which was 

pojL '/^'t>tiacted, I asked him his opinion about onr 

^ ^ of difference with this government. ** Don*t 

Th^ ^^^ed," he repUed, " they will be setUed. 

j»»^V ^*^^v not recall Crampton; bat if he be dis- 

tb^^'^^^^y ^U make light of it, or their indlgna- 

dufmii^^^ be mildly expressed and of rery short 

pi^^ ^^^^ No ministry would last a month, in the 

^fj^ f.^^ condition of England, that should quarrel 

^^^ J^^^^^ United States. As to a war with you, they 

jgn^^ -^^* attempt it" He thinks Count Ereptovitch, 

^f^^^^^^^i*law of Nesselrode, will be sent to this Court 

^^^ii^^^^^assador from the Czar. 

^-jjl^^^^J^ve jast got your two private letters of the 

mnd 25th April, and cordially thank you for 




^^ -^ You are somewhat more costive than I am, 
*^^ ^Verefare every word is of greater value. 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO JUDGE JOEL JONES. 

London, May 9, 1856. 

Ht nKAB Sir, 

I find private correspondence to be a luxury 
very difficult to eigoy at this post The perpetual 
itreain of visitors from the United Statei^ the 
eiactions of Court ceremonials, the endless series of 
entertainments and hospitalities, combine, with the 
iieccwtics of busineg and the despatches to Governor 
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Marcy twice a week, to nm me £Burly out of all time* 
I have no objection to the hardest work, but I would 
really delight in an honr or two occasionally for 
private and personal intercourse with such absent 
friends as you. That I should have been able to 
write you but one letter since I came here is a con« 
elusive proof of my slavery. At this moment the 
mail for the Liverpool steamer of to-morrow morning 
is making up, and I scribble under whip and spur. 

I cut the enclosed paragraph from one of the 
London newspapers. It is probably coined in the 
mint of an adversary who had his own purposes in 
view. As far as it refers to me, it is without the 
shadow of foundation. On its topic, I have no cor- 
respondent to whom I could or would write but 
yourself. The Committee of which you are the 
leading member have that matter in their own hands, 
and I do not intend in the remotest'manner to inter- 
fere with it^ 

You perceive that out of the conferences at Paris, 
and especially out of the alliance of France and 
England, has emerged a more formidable league of 
sovereign powers against peoples than has yet been 
witnessed by modem times. The end is not per- 
ceptible at first glance; but I am much mistaken if 
the principle of rapid decay be not seated in the very 
heart of that league, and if its rotten fragments be 
not shaken to the earth by popular convulsions, and 
that at no distant day. 
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Of ooune I cannot write about my prospects as 
minister to anyone eodra mmnia of the State Depart- 
ment Let me^ howerer, intimate my opinion that I 
have gone far in accomplishing one of two things ; 
patting oor country in the right, if we are obliged to 
qnarrelf or leading men's minds to a purpose and 
tone of conciliation. GoTemor Marcy has now the 
world before him, and with Proyidence as his guide 
he cannot fail to achieve a great result. 

Always truly and fUthfully yrs. 



TO MR. MARCY. 

LoDdoo, May 18, 1856. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

We have quite a difference of opinioni in. 
private circles and in the newspapers, whether it be 
safer to illuminate for the Peace or not to illuminate. 
The night assigned is the 29th instant. Many say 
the mob will attack the non-illuminated ; but others 
allege the Peace to be so unpopular that he who 
rentures on glorification will be in danger. The 
diplomatSi who care only for the safety of their 
windows^ are puzzled how to act. One of my col- 
leagues, residing Opposite me, is so much of a courtier 
that he is bent upon a great blaze; while another, 
who adjoins m^ looks rather glum and doubtful, and 
talks of U$ lampiam with distrustful shakes of the 
head, I must own that my inclination is to keep 



. ! 



PEACE ILLUMINATION. 48 

darki and leave tomfoolery to the rest of the world ; 
but then, peace is per se a good, may oertainly be 
innocently rejoiced over without becoming a party to 
it, and the smashing of panes of glass by a crowd 
around one's honse» if to be done at all, is to be pre- 
ferred as against the spirit of the police, rather than 
with their qnasi-oonnivance. If yon were accessible 
by the telegraphic wire, I should, as I suppose all the 
European representatives have done with their 
courts, ask for instructions, and abide the conse* 
quences. That small obstacle, the Atlantic Ocean, 
shields you from the necessity of deciding the im- 
portant point 

Now, although this treatment of the crisis be jest, 
the very doubt as to the course safest to be taken 
speaks strongly the character of the treaty as respects 
England. It has passed the ordeal of Parliament, 
though with some hard hits. The abandonment of 
Schamyl and his Caucasians to their fate, the for- 
bearance toward Nicholaief, the abolition of privateer- 
ing, the surrender of established legal rights of 
belligerents, the shameless truckling to the indecent 
attack upon the freedom of the Belgian press, and, 
after all, the little security obtained against Bussian 
ambition ; although tliey were not pressed as matters 
to justify opposition to the address of the Queen, 
were, nevertheless, put in, proleslanio, as items in 
reserve for future attacks upon the ministry. 

Lord Pahnerston, just at this moment^ seems to be 
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in as yictoriom an attitade as any British premier 
has eTer held. He has baffled the combination on 
the smrender of Ears^ has boldly carried the peace 
ihioaght has vindicated the protocols^ even when 
defying Walewski's effort ^ to gag a free press," and 
has dexterously managed to postpone our American 
differences to a distant day. In the mean timCi he 
sides with Sardinia on the Itah'an qnestiony and 
stands by Turkey in a separate convention secretly 
made between her, Austria, France, and England, 
much to the offence of Bussia. His majorities are 
laige, and his party is full of exultation. Still, there 
is that thorn of America in his side, hurd Idhalis^ 
jmd if it do not bring him to the ground, it will be 
because you may come to his relief, or he may sud* 
denly, by the indications in France, discover the 
expediency of greater conciliation in his relations 
with us. All men of opinions worth anything agree 
in saying (I should not be surprised to hear it from 
his own lips) that a conflict with the United States is 
the only thing he could not stand for six months, or 
even half that time. His power is immense, but 
that is a rock on which, if he touch, he founders. 

I have carefully watched, from day. to day, the 
official distribution of the recent armada off Ports- 
mouth, and must confess that I have not been able 
to detect any such disposition of the force as would 
wanant anxiety. If there be any hostile preparation 
gKMng on, it is most sucoessflilly veiled. Lord Elgin 
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ha8 a motion in peUo respecting the troops recently 
sent to Canada; but his object^ as I gather from 
himself, is not so much to complain of what has been 
done, as to make an occasion to warn against going 
further, so as to arouse our susceptibilities and 
jealousies. I feel confident tliat tlie result of the 
experiment tried a year ago^ of ordering a squadron 
abruptly to the West, was not such as will encourage 
its repetition. Tlie ministry, if set upon quarrelling 
with us, and I am yet to perceire any decidedly 
amicable disposition, will not go to work in that way, 
but will coolly strive to put us in the wrong, and 
make us at least appear to be aggressive enough to 
reuse the loyalty and passions of their people. Lord 
Elgin's motion will come up soon after the hoUdays, 
say about the 20tli instant. 

The special instruction to ask for an answer to your 
despatch of the 28th December came too laU. I had 
mooted the matter with Lord Clarendon as soon as he 
reached the Foreign Office from Paris, and his reply 
will, upon a fair calculation, be in your hands the day 
after to-morrow. I hope you may rest, after its 
perusal, for a week, and give my letter of last 
Saturday a chance of conveying a hint or two of some 
importance. 

I have nothing worthy to be worked up into a 
formal despatch. I send you, however, a parlia- 
mentary document of some interest, ^ Correspondence 
respecting the late negotiation with Japan,** recently 
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M— i^M^^— .._^.^^^^^.^.....^.^.^^...^— ^^— _— .— ^-^— i— — ^— — > 

laid upon the tables of the two Houses. It shows a 
neat and exact imitation of the example set by 
Commodore Peny. 

You introduced to me citizen * * * * of 
California^ and of course he was cordially welcomed. 
With a generous ambition, he sought the eye of 
royalty, and I presented him at the lev^ By some 
mistaken movement of her arm, the Queen led him 
to kneel and kiss her hand I If you remember him 
you will smile. Our democrats make pretty good 
courtiers, for they are generally men practically of 
the world. 

Politics at home look ta be in a fine state. of 
fermentation; the democracy, sanguine as usual, 
preparing to go it blind. Best assured that the 
adversary's fragments^ which appear now to be so dis- 
jointed and broken, will at the eleventh hour fly 
together and form a powerful whole. It is so 
obviously their only chance that I cannot presume 
them silly enough to overlook it And if we do not, 
at Cincinnati, shun the loadstone rock, which seems, 
at this distance, to be attracting all kinds of floating 
crafty and to be drawing out the bolts and rivets of 
our party, we shall sink. And at what period of 
constitutional history are we incurring this risk I If 
the administration are forced to back down on the 
great Kansas question, and they will assuredly be so 
if gentlemen like Mr. , and Mr. '■ , and 

Ifr. ■■ " ■ ■ ' are to attain their purpose^ we shall have 
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a restoration of the nunoos Monroe doctrine, ** (he era 
of gwd feding^*^ sapping and subvertbg every honest 
and solid principle of the democratic creed. It 
really '' behooves you, then, to apply your finest art,'' 
** ne quid ddrimenli capiat retpMioa r 

I hope you will not fail to write me precisely the 
wishes of yourself and the President in regard to my 
course of action, should you dismiss Mn Crampton, 
and I be dismissed in return. Although public con* 
siderations must not bend for a moment, or to the 
breadth of a hair, to considerations of personal con- 
venience, yet, when they can be perfectly harmonized, 
attention may justly be paid to both. 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MR. MAROT. 

London, May 16, 1856. 

Mt deab Sib, 

A great contest, big with the ultimate dis- 
ruption of Church and State, has been going on here 
for some time, and has, to the surprise of almost 
everybody, brought Lord Palmerston plump on his 
knees before the Archbishop of Canterbury. About 
three weeks ago. Sir Benjamin Hall, First Com- 
missioner of Works, Parks, Palaces, and Public 
Buildings, after obtaining the sanction of the Premieri 
ordered some fine military bands to play for an hour 
or more in the parks on the afternoons of Sunday. 
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The mnno attracted immense ciowdg. In Regent's 
Park, doee bj me^ the number asaembled, counted 
officially at the gatea^ fell little short of 100,000 men, 
women, and children, on a single occasion. The 
Sabbatarians, scandalized and alarmed, roshed to the 
lescoe. All the newspapers took sides; some in 
favour of amusing the toil-worn populace in so harm- 
leas a way, others decrying it as the prolific source of 
demoralization and turbulence. At last the pillars of 
the Church are shaken into action. The Archbishop 
writes to Lord Palmerston. Lord Palmerston sulks, 
reiterates his liberal opinion and advice on the matter, 
and formaUy abates the music A slight apprehension 
is entertamed that the disappointed, on Sunday nezt^ 
the day after to-morrow, will show their spunk and 
vexation by some outbreaks. No fear of that at the 
present epoch. John BuU is as effectually nozzled, 

: and fi)ot-tied, under the auspices of police, Horse 

• j Guards, and Life Guards, as his majestic representa- 

I tioQ, the Lion, in the Zoological Ghixdens, is caged in 

iron* 

Further reflection upon Lord Olarendon's reply to 
your letter of the 28th December last has settled 
down into a very general opinion that the President 
will dismiss Mr. Orampton as soon as you receive it. 
This impression is strengthened by the intercepted 
coRcspondenoe of the Foreign Office with the Costa 
Bicans; a conespondence, to be sure^ which we have 
very little to do with, but which shows Lord 
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01areiidon*8 meddlesome and inimical spirit and 
policy to be rather worse than had been supposed 
in relation to Central America. Had the President 
recognized the existing government in Nicaragua I 
shoidd have been disposed to ask his lordship whether 
these intercepted letters were genuine^ and what he 
meant by lending arms against an independent State 
on the Isthmus. Such a question would hardly need 
a reply» and yet his lordship would be put to his 
trumps in making a civil and honest answer. As it 
is, howeveri I suppose we can't find fault with his 
helping a friendly power to resist a filibuster. I am 
not sure that you have not been too scrupulous and 
cautious in your policy as to Walker. At all events 
I hope that these nieddling manifestations from this 
quarter may be made the avowed platform of a 
decisive movement on our part We should displace 
this entering wedge by a quick and well-aimed stroke. 
By the time you get this you will be in the midst 
of the agitation of the Cincinnati Convention^ from 
which I wish ourselves a safe deliverance. 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO ME. J. P. H. 

London, May 16, 1866. 

Mt deab el, 

Did I not know your friendship, as well as 
your constant engagements^ I should take ' it for 
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glinted tliat yon had finally given me np as oneof 
the lost Aie yoQ always too bosy to write letters ? 

We hare got into a qoiet^ comfortable house in 
Portland Flaoe, and we are gradually introducing 
oorselyes to the mysteries of London housekeeping. 
The qrstem is simple enoughi as it devolyes the 
whole trouble upon senrants^ allowed to expend what 
they think necessary, and expected to account at 
the expiration of every week* Simple^ certainly; 
but as to economy, quite another thing. 

I am kept hard at work in the legation in a variety 
of ways; but never having contracted a distaste for 
labour, I get along tolerably well. Phil is inde- 
iat^jaUe and always at hand. 

Politics are anything but satisfisustory. I found on 
my arrival a fixed anti-American set in the minis- 
terial and social classes^ and entered upon a deter- 
mination to break that down, firsts by frankness and 
conciliation, if they would answer, if not» then, 
second, by open defiance. Our countrymen here 
tell me that my success has been complete : but let 
us wait a little longer before too confident a con- 
dusbn. To go to war with us is an extravagance 
which I am certain would upset any ministry in less 
than six months^ if not on the instant; but I doubt 
much their disposition to forego their great luxury 
of treating us witli insult and contumely. Their 
hospitality and kindness to me and my family have 
eertainly been unmeasured ; but the region of national 
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relations and policy is widely separated from that of 
mere personal intercourse. Should Mr. Crampton 
be dismiBsed by GU>t. Marcy Ithink we may look out 
for a series of retaliatory and recriminating acts 
between the two countries^ which must lead, at no 
distant day, to the final trial of strength. When we 
are driven to that, we must threw the scabbard away, 
and tie the hilt to the hand. 

The ladies upstairs are all well, and not yet tired, 
as I am heartily, of the gaieties of the great London 
season. I wiBh you would bring two or three of your 
cirde over, and give them a chance while I am here 
(not long; mark that I) to see the Court of Qaeen 
Victoria, as splendid now as it ever has been or ever 
will be. All tills magnificence of ceremonial and 
pretension is fast being undermined, even among 
the preudest peers, by our republican principles 
accompanied by our wonderful prosperity; and 
before any one of your children reaches fifty, it will 
have vanished, like the hues of a rainbow, for ever. 
Let them see it before it fades away. 

Many affectionate remembrances to yours. 

Ever truly and £Etithfully. 



TO ME. J. r. MASON. 

Londo^ May 24, 186«. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

I have had the enclosed letter by me for 
some time, undetermined what direction to give iti 
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and now it ooeon to me thati may enclose it to you^ 
and beg yon to address it for me to wherever the 
Commodore may be. I have pat on an extra en* 
velope and leave it nnsealed, so that yon can per* 
ceive its subject is a purely private inquiry, having 
no connection with public topics. 

The matter on which we have heretofore exchanged 
views is not yet sufficiently developed to be decided 
upon finally one way or the other. I have been 
unable^ though always on the watch since the great 
review of Portsmouth, to perceive any such naval 
distribution as would warrant anxiety. As, however, 
I have reason to expect^ in the course of the coming 
three weeks, something definite from Washington in 
leferenoci to the Earl of Clarendon*s last communicap 
tion on the recruitment question (a communication, 
by-the-by, of a tone so remarkably calm and con- 
ciliatory that it would have had a strong efiect 
towards entire adjustment had not its writer, heed* 
kssly, and without some disclaimer of official adoption, 
conneoted with it a series of wantonly vituperative 
affidavits), and therefore think it safest to let things 
rsmain as they are for a month longer. 

Always sincerely yrs. 



M 
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TO JUDOE KANE. 

London, May 27, i86$. 

M T DEAB Judge, 

It gave me peculiar pleasure to attend the 
Royal Greographical Society yesterday. Their Gold 
Medal, a very beautiful piece of art by-the-by, which 
I received on behalf of the Doctor, was accompanied 
by a handsome notice from the President^ Admiral 
Beechey. My short reply I have written out for the 
especial benefit of my valued friend, Mrs. Eane, and 
take the liberty to enclose it As no important busi* 
ness closes in London without a dinner, and a series 
of table-speeches, the Doctor was toasted, and, as the 
guardian of his fame for the nonce, I jiddressed 
about two hundred philosophers and explorers with a 
review of his whole life. He was cheered from be* 
ginning to end. The medal is transmitted in a small 
screwed box to the Department of State by my 
despatch bag. Let me hear of its safe arrival. 

I suppose all this should take the appearance of 
stately form, but I am bound to fulfil other engage- 
ments, and really must throw myself upon the in- 
dulgence of yourself and the Doctor. Mr. Maiey 
waits for me. 

My warm regards to all the fiunily. 

Ever truly yrs. . 



M CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

TO THE BISHOP OF OXFORD. 

24 Portliad Fliu»» ICay 28» 1866. 

Mt deab Lobd, 

No one has yet, to my knowledge, arrived 
from the United States to whom I could yentare to 
refer you as a person fully and accurately informed 
on the topic of the note I hare had the honour to 
receive from your Orace to-day. Nor can I hope to 
meet one so early as by Friday next 

The comparatively private mode of inflicting 
capital punishment has not been long practised, and 
has probably not attracted the general and careful 
attention to which it is entitled. Opinions as to its 
effects on.the people^ contrasted with the effects of 
the old public executions, may not be uniform ; but„ 
I am disposed to think that experience is fiast dis* 
polling the jealousies and doubts which were felt 
when the change was introduced. Of course this 
remark refers exclusively to my own country, and it 
is not made with the confidence which a thorough 
knowledge of facts and a dose investigation might 
inspire. 

If I am fortunate enough to meet a fellow-countiy- 
man,'on whom, in regard to this inquiiy, perfect 
reliance can be placed, I will hasten to apprise you ; 
or, if it be likely that your movement may be pro- 
tiaoted so long as to enable me to write home, and 
leoeive babk the views of one or two gentlemen 
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whom I have io my eye^ I will undertake to do so 
great pleasure. 

^ With ainoere reepeot^ I am truly yrs. 



»— ♦ 



TO ME. J. T. MASON. 

(^Private.) Legatum of the United Statei. 

London, May SI, 1856 

Sib, 

Incidents affecting the relations between this 
country and the United States are crowding so 
rapidly upon us that too much vigilance and pre- 
caution cannot be exercised to ward off or to mitigate 
the consequences of an explosion which may possibly 
happen at any moment 

You will therefore excuse me for suggesting the 
expediency of warning the Commander of our Medi* 
terranean Squadron to be, at this juncture, extremely 
careful not to put himself in a situation open to sur- 
prise, and to keep himself and his force ready for 
any sudden emergency. The clouds which now 
threaten may blow over ; but as experience has not 
taught us to rely upon the plausible professions of 
British statesmen, unconfirmed by ascertained fSekCts, 
I am anxious to put every one on guard. The deteo* 
tion of the correspondence with CSosta Bica, the in* 
termeddling of CSapt Tarleton with our steameri the 
Orizaba, the reception by the government of the 
new minister, Padre Vigil» from NicaiBgua, and the 
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OTenrhelmiiig denial giren by Mr. Clayton to one* 
of Mr. Crampton's boldest anertion8» combined with 
the daily expectation of hearing that this latter gen- 
tleman has been dismissed, maintain the public poise 
at fever heat^ which may (oecipitate secret action. 
I am most respectfully, very truly yrs. 



TO MB. E. Q. aqUIEB. 
{FriwaU.) London, Jnne 1, 1866. 

DxAB Sir, 

Your letter of the 28th May, 1856, did not 
readi me until the SOth, after I had seen Mr. Brown, 
and requested him to conyey to you my sentiments. 

I thank you for the dear and full statement you 
hare giTen me of your position and yiews. 

It has» no doubt, occurred to you tbat our goTem- 
ment cannot, especially at this juncture, participate 
in any negotiation haying for its object a new dis- 
position of islands oyer which they can pretend to 
claim no right of soyereignty whateyer. The group, 
headed by Buatan, is really part of Honduras, but is 
occupied and colonized by Oreat Britain. The 
question is^ therefore^ to be adjusted by those two 
goyemments exdusiydy. If the latter can be per- 
suaded by BeSor Herran to do what is just and restore 
the islands unconditionally to Honduras, sucha course 
will be cordially approved by the United States: 
fii8t» as a measure of right ; second, as a measure 
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favourable to the independence of their own com- 
merce and intercourse ; and third, as a measure re- 
moving practically one of the leading causes of diffi- 
culty with this country. 

If, however, the restitution cannot be effected, 
except upon terms or stipulations which would divest 
it of substantial and permanent character, leaving 
the islands subject in the remotest degree to English 
influence or law, and ready to relapse at a more pros* 
perous moment into their present colonial depend- 
ence, the United States could not fail to regard it 
with disfavour: firsts as a source of future quarrel 
between Honduras and Great Britain; second, as 
on the part of the latter only a plausible evasion of 
an exciting issue ; and third, as legalizing, without 
substantially disarming, the actual usurpation. 

I do not think that the government at Washington 
would find anything in the ffiree eondUum$ you have 
enumerated at all questionable ; but there is some- 
thing in your suggestion about admitting the inha- 
bitants to the enjoyment of special municipal rights 
which savours of keeping up the distinction between 
the English citizens and the other citizens of Hon- 
duras, and so facilitating the future relapse to which 
I have adverted. To this the F^tesident would pro- 
bably seriously object Perhaps you have stated it 
somewhat vaguely ; and, indeed, until the ** special 
municipal rights'* are distinctly enumerated, I do 
not wish to hazard a positiTe opinion. 



ff 
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The momeiit is perhaps an&Touiable to actioiLi 
The two nations are much excited by the recent events, 
and are watching each other with eartareme jealousy. 
It is not merely impossible for me to leare London 
finr an hour, but I should fear that my meeting 
Uessn. Heiran and Alrarado just now anywhere 
would ezoite suspicions and impede their progress. 
In a short time the doud will either disappear or 
burst. 

I am very zespediully yis. 



TO MR. D. 

London, June 0, 1866. 



Ut DBIB SlB» 

A watchful solicitude induces me to send 
you the endosed slip from one of the newspapers. 

My l^est regards wait on you and youis. If the 
Time$ and the Pcd are reliable organs, I shall pro- 
bably quit England soon, never to return ; an undis- 
criminating retaliation amounts to an original in« 
i sult» and will require many years to be forgotten. 

{ Ti will not suiprise me if I should turn out to be 

I the last minister from the United States to the 

British Oourti and that will certainly be &me if itbe 
not honour. 

Always £uthfully yrs. 
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TO MB. MAEOT. 

LondoQ, JuM 6, 1B50. 

Mt drab Sib, 

I have nothing worthy of a formal despatch 
by the steamer of to-morrow. 

The report of Captain Tarleton on the affiur of the 
Orizaba has not yet been receirecL I shall wait a 
day or two longer, and if I do not get from theF. 0* 
by that time the copy I expect, the case of Captain 
Tinklepaagh wiU be spread out in writing; as it was 
in conversation, and definite replies be asked to defi- 
nite interrogatories. 

Lord Palmerston said last erening in the Honse of 
Commons that this goremment had received indtreet 
information of Ifr. Crampton's having been dismissed. 
This information, if yoor letter of the 23rd May be, 
as it of course must be, accurate, cannot be well 
founded. No later inteUigence than that of the 
Atlantic, which reached here on the 4th inst, after 
leaving New York on the 24th May, has been 
received. The recognition of Yigil is fast passmg 
into the same category of permanent, but incurable, 
and therefore to be tolerated, causes of reproach to 
our government and people as the annexation of 
Texas, the displacement of the poor Indians^ or the 
constitutional recognition of Slavery. There is no 
use in crying over spilt milk; the thing is done, 
cannot be undone, can in fact do no harm, and may 
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as well be foif;otteii, except bo fSar as it senres the 
purpose of an occasional fling at the mobocracy of 
America. 

If mischief grow at all oat of Yigirs reception, rest 
assured it will be quickened by compost from France. 
The rumoured Spanish moyement against MezicOi a 
movement which should put General Gradsden and 
our Home Squadron on the alert^ involves an ulterior 
purpose of Louis Napoleon's : either to send a scion 
of his imperial house to the hall of the Montezumas; 
or to extirpate Walker, or so to involve Spain and 
Mexico in war as to furnish to the former a plausible 
excuse for transferring Cuba to England. I am 
inclined to adopt the last hypothesis. Lord 
PalmerBton, having served the purpose of Louis 
Napoleon for some months back, is requiring a reci- 
procation, and Spain is the catVpaw which the Em- 
peror puts in to stir the fire. 

My uncertain position is of course not without its 
inconveniences, and I am now and then tempted to 
exclude myself altogether from the world, until the 
world lets me know definitely whether I am to be 
decapitated or let go without day. The measure of 
dismissing me, as inpariddielo with that honourable 
gentleman, Mr. Crainpton, savours of an undiscrimi- 
nating vindictiveness which strongly marks an 
original insult. Lideed, I am disposed to think 
[ that the dignity of our country will make it necessary 

so to regard that measure, if it be resorted to^ and 
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that^ without the ampleat apology, we ought never to 
permit an American minister, or diplomatic agent of 
any sort, even a consul, to show himself in her 
Majesty's dominions. My longing for historical 
fSsune would certainly be satiated if it were to turn 
out that I am to be the last of our ministers at this 
Court As it could not be ascribed to any bxjlX of 
mine, and would unerringly indicate the moment at 
which the doctrine of ddenda est Carlhago began its 
practical operation, I should be borne down to future 
ages identified with the commencement of a great 
period. UUimui Bamanorum is better than merely 
Consul or even Imperator. 

The dread of a war with the United States is yery 
general ; and the two great interests, manufacturing 
and mercantile, are beginning to bestir themselves to 
prevent it if they can. I do not rely so much upon 
the parliamentary movements of the opposition as 
upon violent agitation in these interests. The minis- 
terial majority is too great and too mercenary to be 
in any danger of defeat, until terrified by the clamour 
of the constituencies. Thai can scarcely be brought 
to bear upon them until after Lord Palmerston has 
tried their mettle, and forced them, as he has already 
once done since I have been here, to stick to him and 
brave the storm. My conviction, however, is firmer 
than ever, that if he advances any further on the road 
to a quarrel with u^ he will suddenly close his 
administration. 
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6S COLONSL PEREZEL. 



Fnj pardon me if I request you to let the Pre- 
j eident know that I give my adhesion to his reoeption 

J of Yigilf aa indeed I beUeve I did in one of my 

former letteii» 

Always rery traly yra. 



TO COL. PEREZEL. 

LondoOy Jane 7, 1856. 



DiabSib, 

Yonr letter of the 4th inst, raqnesting a pass- 
port from this legation for your wife, on a yisit to 
Hungary, and one for yourself enabling you to 
acoompany her to France, has been received The 
circumstances of your case are such as awaken my 
warmest sympathy, and I sincerely wish it was in my 
power to send the documents you so urgently desire. 
But I am without discretion, and under explicit 
instructions from my government on the subject 
Tou are not a dtiien of the United States, and I am 
1 ! expressly prohibited granting a passport to any but a 

eitisen. The declaration of your intention to become 
a citisen would avail you much while remainmg in 
the United States, but abroad its efficacy is not re- 
oogniied. I entertain no manner of doubt as to your 
ohaiaoter and merits, ^and would cheerfully rely 
upon your assursnoes of discretion and care;— 
but I oannot break through a rule positively pre* 
scribed« 



mi0 
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Endoeed I return to yon the introdactory note of 
Mr. Sedgwick, and the certificate of Mr. Henry Ward 
Beecher. 

I am yery reapectfally yrk 



TO MB. MA ROY. 

London, June 10, 1856. 

MtdbabSib, 

Fortified by the mail of the Asia, I feel strong 
hopes of bringing to a dose the bickerings of the 
two countries. The sentiment condemnatory of Mr. 
Orampton augments in force every day, and is aknost 
as general in this as in our own country. The pro- 
gramme of yoxur course has been, in conversation, 
anticipated by me, and every reflecting mind ao- 
cepted it as a desirable termination to the affair. I 
do not think the ministry will make farther stand 
and haasard a war, in defence of a person now proved 
so unworthy. If they do, Parliament will drive them 
from their places. 

Should this government, contrary to my pre$&ni 
expectations, retaliate the dismissal of Mr. Crampton 
by mine, it is probable that I shall immediately quit 
London with my fJBumily, and fix myself within a 
promptly accessible distance from our legation at 
Parisi in rural and private quarters. You have 
made no disposition to relieve me from the necessary 
expense of this movement^ and, if it has to be made, 

{ 



[I 



J 



:• I 



I 



« 



e4 RELATIONa WITH AMERICA. 



I 

f 

• ( I shdl be driven to bonowing for the first time 

11 in 1117 life : a oonaeqaenoe of no cvifii. . My time 

^ Very truly and lespeetfolly yrs. 



TO LORD ABERDEEN. 



• i 

[ I * London, Jnne 11, 1856. 



Mr DBiLR Lord Abbrdeeh, 
! \ Agreeably to my promise I now have tp 

inform you that Mr. Ciampton was sent his pass- 
ports by the President^ and the exequaturs of the 
three consols were recalled; but the reasons for 
doing tliis are set forth in a despatch addressed to 
me, which I propose to read in the coarse of the day 
to Lord Clarendon. The despatch is in terms and 
tone of a most conciliatory character ; accepts frankly 
and oondnsiyely the assurances of Lord Clarendon's 
last letter, so fSar as her Majesty's government is con- 
cerned ; bot expresses an unchanged conviction as to 
the personal misconduct of Mr. Crampton and his 
coadjutors^ who have, by disregarding the instruc- 
tions sent them, and by continuing, even up to 
January last^ to act in violation of our laws, and by 
misrepresenting the conduct of our public function- 
aries to the government here, embroiled the two 
countries^ and made themselves objectionable resi- 
dents in the United States. The despatch is accom- 
panied by a mass of fresh evidence, diiefly from the 
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very witneeses whose affidavits were appended to 
Lord Claiendon's commanieation of the 80th of 

April 

My oaly purpose is to describe the features of the 
despatch I have received, not to make a single com- 
ment Shonld there, in your lordship's opinion, be 
no indelicacy in my doing bo, it will afford me plesr 
sure to submit the paper to your own perusaL 

With the most cordial respect, 

I remain very sincerely yra 



TO 8IR HENRY BVLWER. 

London, June 16, 1850. 

Mt DEAB Sib Hbmbt, 

Tour note from Brighton was really very 
agreeable to me as proof of regard, but in no respect 
was it at all necessary as explanatory of the ciroum- 
stance to which it refers. My amiable countryman, 
Mr. Peabody, omitted to look at the thing on both 
sides ; and while he was anxious that the toast should 
come from the person most acceptable to me, he 
forgot that it could not but be personally embarrass- 
ing to you. It would be a wretched sort of life, this 
of ours, if such a long-continued and kindly inter- 
course as yours and Mr. Crampton could be coolly 
sacrificed to a table compliment to another. Even 
my comparatively slight acquaintance with him 
suggests to me that I shall undei^, when meettng 

VOL. L V 
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I, an nnpleasant struggle between official deoorom 
and indindoai fidoling. 

Pmy be aflsnred that I appreciate and sincerely 
applaod what you did. I place a much lugger value 
upon the note you have written me than upon any 
specimen of formal eloquence (though aware of your 
power) with which you could possibly have addressed 
Mr. Peabody*s guests. 

I am, very truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MB. MARCT. 

London, June 17» 1856. 

Mr DEAB Sib, 

The Hermann leaves Southampton to-morrow, 
but she has so little repute that I shall do no more 
than write this short note by her. 

Everything since I oommuniated your two last de- 
spatches to Lord Olarendon has worked to a charm. 
The public excitement augmented every hour. The 
Opposition in Parliament took an attitude not to be 
mistaken, and on Friday last, headed by Lord John 
Bussell, opened their battery. Yesterday Lord John 
put his questions to the Premier in a handsome and 
impressive speech, and Lord Palmerston announced 
formally the determination of the cabinet, ** not to 
terminate their present amicable reUtions with Mr. 
Dallas." The fareaken are avoided ; the legation is 
in. deep water again; the Cnunpton squall has 
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passed over, rather dearmg the sky tban otherwise ; 
and there is bright promise of a goodly day io* 
morrow. No time shall be lost to improve the 
retaming swell of kindly feeling. It is not impos- 
sible that prompt negotiation may put an end to all 
controversy about the treaty. If not^ and we resort 
to arbitration, let me know your prefiarenoes and be 
prepared. 

The war, as between the parliamentary parties, 
will continue; and Lord Derby has threatened a 
fierce overhauling of the ministerial conduct in the 
recruitment business. But this last feat of Lord 
Balmerston secures his position. 

Our countrymen here are in great exultation, and 
lavish upon * Old ' Marcy ** eulogies which my 
forbids me to repeat 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. . 



TO MB. MAEOT. 

London, Jane 24, 186d. 

Mt deab Sib, 

I have as yet nothing from the Foreign 
OfiSce for a despatch. The replies to your letters on 
Central Amepca and recruitment seevi to require 
great care and elaboration. Much effort and skill 
are certainly necessary to steer through the straits 
in which the ministry find themselves. The 

ion are resolved to hold them to their 
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\ and nothing but the highest ezeicise 
of the imperturbable temper, adroitneM, and ability 
of Lord Palmenton can save them. In my opinion, 
howoTer, he will prove himaelf equal to the task. 
\¥hat may be the tone and purport of the forth- 
coming answers it is impossible to conjecture ; but 
they cannot incur the extreme hazard of continuing, 
on either question, the war of words which has 
already so nearly ruined them ; such a course will 
inflame their adversaries and produce a reaction of 
panic If they are calm and moderate, no matter 
how strongly tinctured with self-esteem, they will 
pass current^ dispel the existing mortification, and 
disarm many who only insist upon no further, 
provocation to the United States. A vote in either 
House in such a case would probably be in &vour of 
government. 

I constantly hear your two despatches praised, and 
cannot help thinking that they are producing on the 
general public an impression of our having been 
right» and the ministry wrong from the beginning. 
Even the newspapers, the TiffM and the Pad^ Bie 
slowly but obviously retreatmg from the positions 
they have heretofore so audaciously maintained. 
Uy colleagues of the diplomatic corps, who unani- 
mottdy foretold my dismissal, chuckle over what 
they regard as the discomfiture of Palmerston, and 
give me» sii foaani^ an extra smile and squeeze of 
the* hand. I could entertain and perhaps surprise 
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yoa with partioalan of a similar spirit in other 
quarters; but there are spheres as to which pen 
and ink are indiscreet agents of communication. 

Messrs. Herran and Alvarado are now here. The 
former asked this morning by note an interview 
with Lord Ckrendon. They both, with Mr. Squier, 
called on me yesterday. We conversed freely, but 
agreed that^ before going formally into business, it 
would be prudent on all sides to await the answers 
preparing to your despatches, as some clue to the 
most politic and promising mode of proceeding might 
be derived from them, and we should, at all 
events, better understand the dispositions of the 
British government. These answers, you must 
recollect, will be put, in print, on the tables of the 
two Houses of Parliament, as soon as they reach the 
American Legation. I suppose they will come to 
me, as Mr. Crampton's passports came to him, after 
the steamer of to-morrow has sailed. 

I endoee, as worthy a moment's oonference with 
Mr. Dobbiu, two notes, one from Mr. Hawthorne to 
me, and the other from Mr. James Bae to Mr. 
Hawthorne. The quadrant of Paul Jones ought 
certainly to be among other Bevolutionary relics in 
the Navy Department, and it would give me pleasure 
to secure it Should you gentlemen agree with me, 
let me be duly authorised to purchase, at a reasonable 
price, on proof of its identity, and give orders how 
to pay. 
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The Italian question, yon will have noticed, is fiist 
ripening to the droppiDg point One of two things 
innst take place, and that speedily, or a popular 
rise will occur :— either Austria must be allowed to 
rspfiMS with her iron squadrons, or vast reforms 
must be inaugurated under the auspices of Sardinia 
directly, and of France and England indirectly. 
Manin edipses, at least for the time, Mazzini (who^ 
by*the-l^, meditates retirement in America) in 
boldness and prudence; and the liberal Whig 
Cabinet of St James are intensely on the qyA vive. 
History, a half-century hence, may possibly attribute 
the recent forbearance of Lord Palmerston, under an 
indignity from the United States, to his forecasting 
preparations in fikvour of Italian unity. 

Omr nomination for the next Presidential term is 
rather iaTOurably commented upon here. It is 
supposed to be auspicious of external tranquillity. 
But when I express the opinion that its success is 
certain, they treat me with an incredulous smile, 
being assured by their wise correspondents and their 
equally wise newspapers that Mr. Fillmore's election 
by the House is Ui more likely. lUcm wmms. 

Our countrymen are prodigious travellers. Every 
steamer comes loaded with them, on their way first 
to this legation for passports, and then **farhui en 
SuTCfeT Some have families of eight (I) children 
with them ; others are spending their ^ honeymoon ;'' 
and wandering bachelors sharp set for Paris, the 
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Pope, the Pyiamidfl^ St. Petereburg» or Peniat are 
oountleM. What a sinecare of a plaoe has the 
Ameiioan Minister in London I 

Always truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MB. M. M. 

Loudoii, Jane 26, 1866. 

Mt theam Sib, 

The ^' contretemps ** experienced by me at 
the Levee yesterday is inaccurately stated in the 
Times of to-day, and I can*t think that you would 
knowingly sanction a misrepresentation as to myself. 
I will briefly tell yon the facts without a comment* 

I took with me to the Palace three American 
gentlemen. One of these is an eminent professor of 
civil and military engineering in our Military 
Academy at West Pointy and has the assimilated 
rank of major in the army. He wore his official 
costume: — a blue dress coat^ with buttons of the 
engineer corps, blue pantaloons^ white vest^ black 
stock, and the common hat 

It was objected, in a manner exceedingly kind 
and courteous, that he wore a black cravat, had no 
chapean, andno sword, and could not thus pass the 
Queen. I tried once, twice, or thrice to surmount 
the difficulty by adverting to the offieial diameter of 
his dress ; but the rule was express, and there'was no 
discretion to relax it Pained at the position in 
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wliich my estimable coontrymAii was placed, among 
ftnuigei% and in a place to which he was entirely 
nnaoeastomedy I unhesitatingly offered to go home 
with him, and in this suggestion his companions 
joined. We retired. It was impossible to do less, 
and we did no more. 

Troly and respectfiiUy yrs. 



TO Bin EDWARD COBT. 

24 Portland Plaoe» June 26, 1866. 

Ht deab Sib Edwabd Oust, 

It has occurred to me that yon, as the 
gentleman best knowing the incidents immediately 
preceding the opening of the Ley& on Wednesday 
last» the sndden discovery of the insufficiency of a 
particular costume, and the consequent retirement , 
from the Palace, must be the proper person to whom 
to address this short note on that subject 

Allow me then to say to you frankly and unreser- 
vedly that the idea that what then took place can 
possibly be attributed to a want of respect to her 
Majesty, either in my countryman. Professor Mahan, 
or in myself, occasions surprise as well as sincere 
pain. No sovereign has more just and more 
universally recognised claims to affectionate attach* 
ment and veneration than your Queen ; and I might 
hope that avowals of sentiment^ in public and in 
privatei strengthened by an unaffected gratitude for 
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,. \ . . 

\ the genercnu distanction and kindneas with which I 
have been honoured, erer since my arriTal, as the 
diplomatic representative of tlie United States at 
her Majesty's Court, would render it impossible, even 
with those who do not personally know me, that I 
should be suspected, and on an occasion, too, so 
casual and light, of flailing in the respect so 
eminently due. I disclaim it^ Sir Edward, with 
emphasis, on my own part^ as wholly foreign to my 
nature, and equally foreign to tbe government and 
people of the United States ; and I disclaim it as 
unjust to Professor Mahan, and irreconcilable with 
the high and honourable character he has long 
maintained in the service of his country. 

I remain, Sir Edward, always, etc 



TO MS. MARCT. 

London, July 8, 185S. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

I sent you a despatch by the Fulton which left 
Southampton yesterday. Nothing worthy of a fresh 
one since. 

The effort to make of the affair at the Levfe some- 
thing of importance has entirely fiiiled. I have not 
recognized it as worthy to interfere with the public 
interests and business under my care. It is dying 
out as another of the gross exaggerations of the 
Tifnes, springing from hostility to the United States. 
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The pfeteDoe that it originated in an intentional 
disEespeGt to the Queen was promptly exploded. As 
to the merits of the Master of Ceremonies' decision 
against the admissibility of Professor Mahan's 
eostome, I am disposed to think Sir Edward Cast, 
though very polite and conrteoaSi acted erroneously, 
and I suspect he has been told so by those to whose 
opinions he would be more deferential than to mine. 
It was a quasi^military official dress, so stated to be 
by me. The Professor was not an attach^, and was 
therefore not bound, by what Sir Edward kept 
harping on as an agreement between himself and 
Mr. Buchanan, to add anything to his full-dress 
unifornL The dress of the members of the legation 
is controlled by the understanding — ^not so the dress 
of others, citizens or officers. I have already 
presented many, on whose persons not a symptom of 
the diplomatic equipment could be traced beyond the 
chapeau and sword, and no objection hinted. Even 
on this Tory occasion Sir Edward was willing to pass 
as unexceptionable the militia dress of an adjutant- 
genenJ of New Jersey, which, though certainly 
showy (especially with the blue ribbon and gold 
eagle of the Cincinnati hanging at a button-hole), 
and highly respectable, can scarcely claim to be on a 
footing with tiie naiianal costume prescribed by the 
P^resident for officers in the national sendee, ranking 
by assimilation as majors. I find many distinguished 
cofmoisseurs of the rules of etiquette entertain the 
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opinion that Sir Edward was confiised in his notions 
and made a blunder.* It is perhaps firom the 
prayalence of this sentiment that it has been thought 
expedient to invent two utterly unfounded subter- 
fuges; firsts that Lord Clarendon, upon being told 
what had happened, sent in haste to stop my going 
away, and to say that her Majesty would reoeiye the 
Professor; and, seoond, that her Majesty herself had 
done so. We left the Palace tranquilly, after 

* ^'Oooiidl Hill, SbeflSsld, July 7, 1860. 
••Sib, 

I have to acknowledge, on behalf of the Sheffield Foreigii 

Afiain Committee, the receipt of your very coorteoas note of the 

24th alt. 

''The Committee, in reference to the recent drcamttance at 
the Queen's Ler^ further inetmct me to say that if your 
countryman, aa ia now represented hy a portion of the Press, 
holds a recognised military rank in America,' and wore his 
official costume on the occasion in question, they are of opinion 
that Sir Edward Cust made an error of Judgment in not ad* 
mitting him, without reference to the components of that dress. 
The Committee conclude this from their knowledge that Turkish, 
Persian, and other officials have the ri^t of entrance in their 
peculiar national drssses. They belieye that the regulations on 
which Sir Edward Cust relied refer only to cases of priTate 
indinduals, that is, penons not holding office nor rank, which 
it is now stated your countryman did. 

MThe Committee also beliere that the misrepresentation whidi 
the TimM in the first instance made of the dronmstanoes was 
designed with a Tiew to still ftirther compMcate the diffMnncsa 
between our country and yours. 

''I have the booour to remain, sir, yr. obed. eerr., 

** Wic OnLn, B. 8. 

''The Heir. G. IL Dauas, 

" American Minister, etc.* 
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ahalriiig hands with Sir Edward Out, and without 
the digheat intimation that the decree of exdoaion 
had been rescinded. 

This really firivolons matter has worried me 
personally more than I would be willing to admit ; 
bat I have been extremely guarded and forbearing 
to preyent its having any influence whatever upon 
the discussions now proceeding as to Central 
America. The French newspapers hailed its first 
appearance in the Times with delight, and seemed to 
g^oat on a fresh opportunity of fieinning discord 
between England and the United States. They 
fired up incontinently at the effort to adrance 
another step in the usurpations of democracy ! We 
may yet have a Congress of Sovereigns to teach 
dress and manners, whose protocols will be accom- 
panied by photographic illustrations of the only 
tolerable "shorts,'* « tights,- *' vests,** **cravats,- 
^ rapiers,** and head-gear I 

Since my interview with Lord Clarendon on 
Monday last^ I have twice conferred with Mr. Herran, 
who has been received by Lord C, and whose course 
of action as to the Bay Islands is alike intelligent 
and frank. He carefully advises with me at every 
step, and he assures me that he confidently expects 
to get the islands back. That point worked through, 
we ought really not to quarreL 

I send you the whole American debate in the 
House of Commons^ as reported in the Times. You 



MB. aLADSTONB.^LORD PALMERBTON. 77 

will recognize the ability of Mr. Gladstone's speech. 
Lord Palmerston, by dropping Crampton, found it 
easy to float I beliere I told you that if assailed by 
the Opposition upon the bygone lecmitment business, 
he would triumplL The majority was enormous. 

Always truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MR. MAROT. 

LoDdoDy July i^ 1866. 

Mt dear Sib, 

In the House of Commons last eyening, and 
in answer to a question put by Mr. Baillie, Lord 
Palmerston is reported by the newspapers of this 
morning to have said that — 

''Mr. Dallas had received full powers to discuss 
the Central American question with government.'' 
(AdverlUer.) 

''Mr. Dallas had full powers to discuss with her 
Majesty's govemment all the questions which have 
arisen with respect to the affidrs of Central America, 
and that he has powers which Mr. Buchanan had 
not ; as I understood from Mr. Buchanan that he had 
no instructions upon these questions." (Post.) 

" The government understood that Mr. Dallas had 
full powers to discuss with them the questions con- 
nected with the afiSsors of Central Americai and 
therefore he had powers which Mr. Buchanan had 
not." (ZVfiMS.) 
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It 18 difficult to 866 preoi86ly what i8 meant by th6 
language impnted to Lord Palmenton. The shades 
of difference between Mr. Buchanan's powers and 
mine, if any exists are slight I have laid before the 
British government, on the 11th June, your despatch 
of the 24ih of May, the last paragraph of which 
contains all the powers you hare given me on the 
special subject of Central America, independent of 
my letter of credence. CSertainly these powers are, 
as Loid Podmerston describes them, full fowen to 
di»eu»^ but how, as such, they differ from those of 
Mr. Budianan, I cannot perceive, except it be as to 
the details and conditions of arbitration, and even as 
to those I don*t know that, had the proposal of 
arbitration been regularly made and entertained, 
Mr* Buchanan's jNHMrs to di$GusB would not have been 
precisely as broad as my own. Perhaps it is on this 
hinge that Lord Pabnerston's distinction turns. The 
matter will, of course, engage Lord Clarendon and 
mjself at our next meeting ; for I cannot, with the 
frankness I am resolved to pursue, permit any mis- 
conception to continue as to the existing extent of 
my powers. 

Suspicion seems^ more or lesa^ inseparable from the 
diplomatic ^ rAle f and it has struck me that possibly 
the heavy ministeiial majority of the 2nd instant has 
encouraged them to take a bolder stand ; to recall 
their readiness to reopen the Central American dis- 
cussion; and to put (hoi on the ground that they 
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understood my powers to be more foil than 
Mr. Buchanan's, and find they are pretty mndi the 
same. Suoh a course would undoubtedly be utterly 
inconsistent with past professions and explanationsi 
and though I haye suspected it as a possibility, I do 
not beUeve it will occur. 

Our quondam minister from Nicaragua airived 
here last Sunday. I am told that he is loud in 
animadyersions upon the conduct of our goyemment, 
and that he proposes to demand an audience of Lord 
CSlarendon. He will probably try his hand at mis- 
diief; and as there is certainly no particularly 
&yourable sentiment felt here at this moment for the 
actual state of things in Nicaragua, he may, to some 
extent, succeed. 

Always yery truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MB. MABCT. 

London, Joly 8, 1866. 

Mt deab Sib, 

Your despatches from 16 to 20, both indusiye, 
were received in one batch this mornings and will be 
formally acknowledged hereafter. I haye not now 
time to do more than will sufSce to keep you, by 
means of a hasty note, up to the times. 

The diacnssions on Central America continue, and 
in an unchanged humour to try our best to effect an 
arrangement I think I see land. 



^1 
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« Hj powers were franklj considered. They rest 
exdosiyely upon the conclading paragraph of yoor 
No. 13* Unlessy however, they are greatly enlarged, 
and instructions made full, I foresee mnch delay and 
embarrassment. 

Complaints are coming in upon me on the score of 
the inconveniences which spring out of a want of 
intenatiaDal ragulatioii aboot seamen who desert 
from merchant vessels. I find that the active and 
repeated eflforts of Mr. Bnchanan during last year, to 
get a consular convention, embracing this matter, 
fiuled, though aided by Lord Clarendon. It may be 
that the recent incidents have opened their ^es to 
the absolute necessity of some provisions on the 
subject If I propose to you to send me authority to 
act^ it will only be after having ascertained that the 
prospect of doing something is better now than it was 
last year. 

Parliament is restive under the heat. They are 
pushing on to an early prorogation. If nothing starts 
up^ I think they will adjourn by the 20th instant 

I got also to-day your ^unofficial ** of the 16th 
June. I have not had a richer treat for a long time. 
It is the first sympton^ you have thrown out» in our 
conespondence, of a relaxation in that costiveness 
which I once charged upon you. By-the-by, solve 
me this diplomatic etiquette of epithets I Some of 
your letters are marked ^private,** that I understand 
perfectly; some ^$HeUy private **— what*sthe difier* 



' I 
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enoe? Agaiiit some are headed ** unofficial f* does 
that imply more than ma^y personal or private ? 
Some ^ efmfideniiai,** that means — (does it not?)-^ 
^ on pnblio official bosiDesSy but not for public use," 
Others are doubtless shades of difference ; but it may 
be well to say what my own understanding is, as 
between myself individually and my records repre- 
sentatively. If you mark ^privaie^^ the word 
^sMcUy** is supererogatory^ and your missive goes 
quietly into my pocket ; so also as to '^ unofficial^** 
except that its contents are not esteemed to be under 
the injunction of secrecy; but if you merely say 
** confidential^ then it goes into the archives as a 
secret paper of the legation. 

I want to be agreeable at the dose of a dull epistle^ 
and must therefore tell you that everybody here, 
without an exception, regards your despatches Kos. 
13 and 14 as first-rate specimens of diplomatic ability 
and skill. General Scott and Lord Olarendon are in 
the same category of vanquished. My cordial respects 

all round. 

Always truly yrs. 



TO MR. MABCT. 

London, Jnlj 11, 18^. . 

My deab Sib, 

Tou must not be appalled by the length of 
to-day's despatch. I promise not to repeat it oftei|, 
especially at a season when you are probably (not^ 
▼OLi I. o 
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« RETURN OF GUARDS FROM CRIMEA. 

witiutaading the comfortable coal fire before which 
I am writing) perBpiring under a sun of 100^ 
Fahrenheit^ at Washington. 

Everything here is tranquil. Even the teapot 
tempest of the Bkuih4i$ and Chmboge yest has sub- 
sided to the common lereL Parliament is packing 
upland will soon be ncnoomeatOnu in swampo^ that is 
if pheasants and grouse are tenants of marshes. 
Kotliing remains to keep one awake but the drowsy 
hum of the Italian question; and even that Lord 
John Bussell proposes to put at rest. In a little 
while all London will have fallen asleep in the green 
lap of rural retirement^ and nobody, no I nobody, be 
left to keep watch and ward for international safety 
and peace but Lord CSlarendon and me. Genii of 
Gentral America^ hover over and protect us! for we 
mean well. 

We have just had the Guards, returned from the 
Crimea, some four thousand lads of 19, in bright red 
coats and huge fur capa» pass through the highways 
and file in procession before the Qaeen. One could 
not help thinking, as they moved onward, '* hardly 
heavy enough for effective fight T 

No talk yet, not a whisper, as to sending a suc- 
cessor to Orampton* Many I know would like the 
place, notwithstanding their awe of the American 
Seeretary. There's Lord Howden — no tne gudo ! 
Lord Elgin— capital I The Duke of Newcastle and 
Iqsfine daughter— excellent I.. Sir Edward B. LyttoA 
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— agpreedl Mr. Charles Pelham YillierB, Lord 
Clarendon's brother — admirable! Sir William 6. 
OoBely, with his American antecedents d uxor — 
quite acceptable 1 Give them time to recover from 
the galvanic shock of the Cramptonian smasher, and 
when they once resolve to let by-gones be by-gones» 
I shall be mistaken if your diplomatic corps will not 
be adorned and strengthened by an Englishman of 
higher rank, greater ability, better temper, and more 
winnmg manners, than any our terrible but resistless 
democracy has yet welcomed. 

The steady stream of American travellers through 
this city and onward to every point of the Continent, 
and then winding backwards, is a sort of moral 
Mississippi or Amason. There is really a miraculous 
character about it One would imagine that our 
migratory people, having reached tlieir Ultima Thule 
on the golden coast of the Pacific, were resolved to 
turn their fiEtoes once more to the rising sun, and 
trample over Europe to Tartary and Japan. Only 
think for a moment of the rushing rapids that pour 
into the American Legation, on the arrival of every 
steamer, for Passports! Passports! Where to? 
Everywhere. 

The ministerial whitebait dinner is fixed for tlie 
19th inst, and therefore prorogation may be looked 
for by the 25th« Lord John's motion on Italian 
afiairs is for Monday next, the l^tlu 

Always faithfully yrs. 
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TO MR. JOHN EVANSL 

London, Jnly 14, 1856. 

Your letter of the 12tli instant has been 
xeoeiyed. Without knowing yon, I cannot assome 
the responaibilitj of advieing yon on your project of 
enugxating to the United States. It might be that 
although yoa posBess the means, and the personal 
qualities, which would giye promise of success in a 
new and rising country, yet your fixed tastes and 
habits would make you miserable there. Your safest 
course is to cross the Atlantic during this summer, 
pass by the cities, and speed directly to St Louis, in 
Missouri, or Chicago, in Illinois ; stay ten days or 
more, look about, and consult the men of business 
whom yon will find as plentiful as blackberries, see 
what pursuit would suit you best, how you can most 
safely and profitably invest your £3000 (which is an 
ample fund to start with out there), and then deter- 
mine for yourself whether to remain or return. At 
your age, with your health, after twenty years of 
active life in Liverpool, and with the money at your 
command, if you scrupulously keep off the snags and 
sawyers of politics for five years, I should deem it 
quite an exception to the ordinary and natural 
current of thingn^ if you were not rich, influential, 
and respected by the time yon are fifty. 

BespectfuUy yrs. 
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TO MB. MABCT. 

London, July 15, 1856. 

If T DBAE Sib, 

I have no reaaon for writing except the desire 
for letting you have something, however unimport- 
ant^ by eyery good opportunity. 

Murray, the publisher of the Quarterly BevieWf 
sent me the June number yesterday. It contains an 
animated article on Central America, which yindicates 
the Mosquito Protectorate, and then surrenders it to 
some arrangement like what I sent you, but moring 
the Indians off in a body to CSanada ; it vindicates 
the English title to Buatan, rather as a West India 
Island than a dependency of the Belize, and then 
surrenders it to Honduras ; and it is willmg to stop 
the Belize settlement at the Sarstoon, provided that 
be a final adjustment Tou will see by this article, 
though it is crowded with haughty pretension and 
dogmatic assertion, that public opinion here is fast 
coming to the point of amicable arrangement at any 
sacrifice^ The writer, at the dose, mounts the jaded 
steed of the Becruitment question, and caraools for 
Crampton at a furious rate. 

Some of the-newspapers are anxious about Parlia- 
ment adjourning before the definitiye settiement of 
the differences with us. They don't like leaving 
unchecked in the hands of liord Palmerston the 
power to make war, and they ask why so much 
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naval force has been sent to the West Indies. We 
have got the ministerial asBnranceSy both public and 
private, <m this last pointy and we can get nothing 
more. As to hnnying a convention with Lord 
Clarendon, that is impossible ; for I have as yet no 
power to propose or reject anything. Without guide 
except as I am able to distil your views from de- 
spatches to Mr. Buchanan, I can only Usten and 
suggest Oar friends in Parliament take it for 
granted that I am armed at all points, and seem 
every day to inquire how the matter gets on, under 
the delusive expectation that I will hint the signa- 
ture of a complete arrangement I Lord Clarendon 
and I must, I suppose, while away full another 
month befofe we can' go seriously to work \ nor do 
I think there is any harm in our doing so ; on the 
contrary^ it gives me time to see how Mr. Herran 
gets on with the Bay Islands, for their devolution 
is a miM fUM non^ and time also to receive any in- 
struction yon may think proper to send about Mr. 
Alvaiada It is not improbable that they may 
persuade themselves to believe that CoL Fremont 
will be elected in November next; and if they 
adopt that notion, they would like to take the chance 
of the new administratian's adopting their interpre- 
tation of the treaty* 

I attended the House of Commons last evening to 
hear the debate on the Italian question. Lord John 
Bosaell introduced it reasonably well* Lord Fkd^ 



DIFFSRRNasa WITH AMSRIOA. 87 

menton talked much, but left the matter without 
a ray of light Disraeli went the whole figure of 
oonflerratismi and dread of reTolution. On the 
whole, the discussion was flat, unmeaning, and 
unproductive. There is a singular stagnation in the 
political atmosphere of £uxx>pe at the rery moment 
when ours is all in motion. 

I hear, now and then, from our friend at Madrid, 
Augustus C. Dodge. He last wrote me for a hint as 
to what course it would be best for Commodore 
Breese, who was at Cadis, to take. I could only 
answer that I could perceive now no cause for alarm 
or misgiying. 

Always truly and respectfully yis. 



TO MB. WILLIAM BROWN. 

24 Portlsnd Place, Jnlj 16, 1866. 

Mt dbab Sir, 

The rumour which you tell me prevailed in 
the House of Commons last evening, that ** all our 
differences are settled,^ is, I hope, connected with 
that description of events which are said to cast their 
shadows before. It is^ however, no better founded 
now than it might have been three weeks ago. 

We are all deeply sensible of the kindness of 
yourself and Mrs. Brown in proposing to us a visit 
to Bichmond Hill, and have many thanks to give. 
Untili however, I am able to see land on the businesi, 
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flo importaiit and interesting to onr t¥K> oonntries^ 

which brought me heze, I do not think I shall find 

an esoQse . to my amdety* for leaTing London a 

single day. 

I hope to see yon before yon go. 

Always tmly yrs. 



TO MB. MASCT. 

London, July 18, 1856. 

Ht dbab Sib, 

The accounts from Spain are full of excite- 
ment. They are given in the newspapers in homceo- 
pathic doses. Whether this be precautionary design^ 
or the natural shape of telegraphic news, is not 
easily detenninable. It is said that the insurrection 
in Madrid has been completely suppressed, dubiUdur. 
At any rate, it is buoyant in Saragoasa and in Bar- 
f selona There is a drawback in this movement ; for 
I am told that they who have proclaimed a republic 
hare also pledged themselvesi if successful, to eman- 
cipate the slaves in Cuba. 

The gentlemen who represent Honduras here are 
not as discreet as perhaps they should be. They go 
into the newspapers and explain their objects. Lord 
Clarendon will be apt» I should fear, to take offence 
at this exchange of the Foreign 0£Sce for the Press. 
I have intimated my opinion both to Mr. Squier 
and Mr. Herran. It is an imprudent invocation of 
hostile views. 
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It is whispered that Louis Napoleon has retreated 
into the country, owing to his saflTering from the 
attacks of some severe and serions disease* 

Very truly and respeotftilly yrs. 



TO MR. MAROr. 

LoodoSy July 22, 1866. 

My dsab Sir, 

Notwithstanding your letter to him of the 
28th May, 1856| assuring him that the prosecution 
against him should be discontinued, and that orders 
to that effect had been issued to the United States 
Attorney at Cincinnati, Mr. Bowcroft writes to Lord 
Clarendon within a week past that he cannot quit 
Cincinnati, as he is still under recognizance to 
answer, and that the District Attorney says he has 
repeatedly written to Washington upon the subject, 
but can get no reply. Pray inquire about this, and 
have what is right done, letting me know where 
the mistake h'es, 

J have just got back from the Foreign Office in 
time to write this, but without anything sufficiently 
important for a despatch. His lordship had not had 
leisure to finish hi$ sketch of a plan for ending the 
protectorate; it was begun, howerer, and he pro- 
mised to send it in the course of the week. He 
complains of being dreadftilly fagged by the expiring 
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thfoeB of the present sesBion of Parliament He 
can't get to bed before fiye in the morning. 

Spain, yon see^ is in a ferment Italy will next 
spnng upwards. Lonis Napoleon thinks the oppor- 
tonitj oome to play his great undoes game with 
Ferdinand, and to find a throne for the Prince whose 
nose the Empress has so nnkindly disjointed. He 
has offered to assist Queen Isabella, which means to 
deromr the kingdom, and extinguish the haiard 
of a republicanism too near at hand« Nothing yet 
heard of Esparterou 

Very truly and respectfully yra. 



TO MA MAEOY. 

London, Jnly 25, 1866. 

Mt dxab Sib, 

You will perceive by the newspapers that, 
two days ago, a question was addressed to Lord 
Palmerston, in the House of Commons, by Mr. 
Hilner Gibson, as to whether her Migesty's govern- 
ment had determined to send a minister to Washing- 
ton. Mr. Gibson is a friend, and a watchful one to 
boot The reply of the Premier was to the effect 
that the cabinet had come to no decision, and that 
it was by no means unusual that delays should take 
place in appointing diplomatic representatives. 
There was neither word nor look to intimate an 
indisposition to fill the mission ; in &ct, the answer 
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produced the impression that no decision had been 
come tOy because it was difficult to select the person, 
rather than from any other motive. 

fie that as it may, I have ascertained, from a 
source entirely unquestionable^ that there are gentle- 
men in Washington, ** distingnished for ability and 
position,^ who amuse themselves by writing letters 
to their friends here, intended for exhibition to the 
ministry, and inculcating in the interest of the 
American Party, that the manner in which Mr. 
Crampton*s dismissal was treated by this government 
has worked advantageously for the democracy, and 
they strive hard to have something done which may 
rekindle the panic as to the danger of war among 
our mercantile classes. I asked for no names, 
because I was frankly told in advance that they 
could not be given. But I characterised the letter- 
writers, in strong terms, as mischievous partisan inter- 
meddlers, who for the sake of carrying their Presiden- 
tial candidate, were willing to hazard the peace and 
interests of their country. I do not feel entirely at 
liberty to go into details. They would surprise you* 
But you are entitled to know, and I violate no prin- 
ciple of delicacy in letting you know, the incontestable 
fact I have stated. If a minister to Washington be 
withheld, though I do not think one will be with- 
held beyond a reasonable time, it will be owing, in 
my opinion, to the effect produced by these secret 
and treacherous letter-writers. It is amazing, if 
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not almost incredible^ that any ^ distrngaished '' 
American citizen should not reyolt from anoh a 
proceeding. How Ceut, too, it has a tendency to dis- 
suade from the contemplated adjustment of the 
Central American differences^ or at all events to pro- 
tiact the negotiation^ it would be hard to say. I 
hope those with whom that business must be trans- 
acted are too sagacious and honourable to permit 
themselyes to be misled by the wretched aealots of 
abolitionism, now playing a game of despair in our 
canyass; and yet England has so long and so 
obstinately deemed our democratic party her natural 
and unalterable enemy, that the force of habit may 
exert its power. 

The eottp i^Uai of Louis Napoleon has got its 
parallel, no, not quite its parallel, but its servile 
imitation, in the conduct of O'Donnell at Madrid. 
The dtixens are butchered by wholesale, and the 
legislature oooUy Cromwellized. France may find 
a pretext for occupying the Spanish capital as she 
occupies Bome. Wherever a popular commotion 
oceurs she may like to occupy. According to all 
sound modem doctrine, occupation, whether for one 
or seven years, is perfectly consistent with non-inter^ 
vention. There is something singularly accom- 
modating in that word ** occupy,'* is there not ? ' The 
Premier begins to ^mmtike tainted gaUT (See slip.) 

The prorogMion is put off till the middle of next 
week. To4iight^ according to a strange and recently 
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practice^ Mr. Diaraeli will review the 
eesdon, and elaborately set forth the inismanage«> 
ment^ onaaBiom, and commisBions of the ministry, 
during the five legislative months. He represents, 
for the occasion^ the Opposition ; Lord Palmeiston 
^ will reply, A regular sot-to by ohampions. 

As yet we have had sight of summer only in fhiits 
and flowers. Two or three days of warm son, no 
more. 

Always truly yrs. 



TO JUDGE JOEL J0NS8. 

London, July 26, 1866. 

Ht dbab Judob, 

Warm weather is of slow progress here. I 
have yet had no cause to thin the clothing put on 
during the extreme cold of January last in Philadel- 
phia. And yet the newspapers represent jfotf as 
frying under 96'' of Fahrenheit I 

From this distant stand-pointy our politics appear 
excessively angry, confused, and critical The 
Americans liave taken up Fremont upon the prin- 
ciple and in imitation of our nomination in 1862. 
Will it run thp same wild and victorious career? If 
Providence still favours the Union, reserving it even 
in despite of our numerous extravagances and follies, 
we may succeed. I can see no reliance but in Pro- 
vidence. We have tried our best» or worsti.to 
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exasperate ProTidence; let ns hope still that the 
real and analtered excellenoe of our Constitation 
may keep her on our side. A great pother is made 
in these old foggy regions abont the series of violences 
which accompany the fermentation of oor great 
csnTasB. One governor declares martial law; 
another administers it^ with a kick, in the State 
capitol; one member of Congress shoots down a 
table servant ; and another selects higher game for 
his blndgeon in the Senate chamber ; civil war has 
its licensed playground in Kansas ; and droves of 
foreign fighters are rushing to Nicaragna; bel- 
Ugerents throng to hiss and shout at every public 
gathering; and rows and riots are — everywhere! 
Such is the picture drawn by an European artist 
Its features come to you in detached doses, and are 
therefore not so striking; crossing the water they 
cluster into an intolerable bouquet. 

I have to thank you for your agreeable letters. 
Ibey tell me all the political incidents and the social 
oocurrencee^ of which I should otherwise remain 
unconscious. I wish this stagnant part of the world 
famished me something to send you in return. By- 
the-by, Spain has just opened the revolutionary 
movement O'Donnellt mimicking the eau^ SHiai 
of Louis Napoleon, has drenched Madrid with the 
blood of its dtiiens^and dispersed the Cortes. Many 
think that the train was fired £rom Flombibres, tlie 
mysterious summer retreat of the Pzenoh Emperor. 
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Certainly, be has promptly shown his sympathies 
on behalf of unconstitntional government Lord 
Palmerston, yesterday, in the Honse of Oommons, 
had the audacity, while seeming to vindicate, to give 
him a cool warning. I send yon this remarkable 
intimation to England's great ally. All the Parisian 
journals will exclaim ^ Horbleu I Par exemple I" 

Parliament has but few days longer to live. The 
session must have its ** craiUon fwiS^re!^ They have 
a singular pmctice of permitting the leader of the 
Opposition in the House of Oommons, just before the 
session closes, to review the ministerial conduct^ and 
to concentrate in a single philippic all the grounds 
of accusation and complaint Mr. Disraeli has 
given notice that he intends doing that matter to* 
night. 

Always fiuthftdly yrs. 



TO MR. MARC7. 

London, July 2d, 1856. 

Mt deab Sir, 

Your private letter of the 18th instant reached 
me yesterday, and was heartily welcome. 

ICy despatches during this month will have shown 
you that I have been actively ^ feeling the ground in 
rdaticn fo Oenbral American queriiane.** I cannot 
say that I have reached bottom yet» although the 
Morning 4dveni$er of Saturday last formally 
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•onoonoed that all matteia were eettled. I suspect 
the editor of that paper was anzious to pour out an 
atnende hanordbb by extrayagaat eulogy of myself^ 
and found no excuse for doing so except by inventing 
a consommation which he knew would attract 
attention and be universally acceptable. It is possible 
that he may know more of British Cabinet secrets 
than I do; and that a suggestion I once made to 
Lord daiendon, as to the manner in which the 
Gordian knot of our difficulties might be cut| has 
been adopted, to wit^ — ^that the Queen should take 
the responsibility and initiative . in restoring the 
Bay Islands to Hondnnis. I threw the notion out, 
certainly not dreaming that it would stick ; but the 
Advertmr predicts it positively. We shall know at 
the prorogation to-day. 

Lord Clarendon has sent me, two or three days 
ago, my pro forma scheme of getting out of the 
Protectorate, modified and changed according to his 
views. I would send you this paper, but he accom- 
panied it with a note, requesting me to consider it 
frivaUftmhe had not even been yet able to show it to 
his colleagues. It contains some things, too, the real 
bearing of which I apprehend he has not sufficiently 
weighed, and which I hope and believe he will 
readily forega Your despatch. No. 18^ had he remem- 
bered its contents^ would certainly satisfy him that I 
could do nothing in the* nature of recognising the 
Mbsqnitoet as. an indepttident sovereignty or nation ; 
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and that I had it as little within my competency to 
overlook the ultimate eminent domain of Nicaragoa, 
or to complicate the foreign policy of the United 
States in a joint protectorate. These are matters as 
to whichy to be sure, I will carefully fulfil any 
instructions you may transmit ; but, without instruc- 
tions, they do not meet my judgment or approval I 
am preparing a reformed sketch; adopting what I 
can, retaining what he has adopted of my former 
view, and showing what I conceive, as at present 
advised, to be impossible. My opinion is that we 
ishall ultimately adjust a plan by which the British 
obligation of honour may in no respect be violated 
in the abandonment of the protectorate; unless, 
indeed, your promised instructions, which I anxiously 
look for, open a new field of discussion, and give my 
labours a different direction. 

So much has been said in periodicals, in weekly 
and daily newspapers, evincing the acceptableness of 
the proposed restitution of Buatan to Honduras, that 
I can scarcely doabt, after the conversations that I 
and Mr. Herran have separately had with Lord 
Clarendon, that it is a point which will be conceded 
to the spirit of peace. I would therefore suggest 
whether, if that be done, especially if done hand- 
somely, it would be becoming in us to take our 
position ifiier apiee$juri$ about the Guatemalian title 
to the land between the Sibum and Sarstoon ? The 
truth is, that if trade across the Isthmus once 
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become fearlees, activei and free, the Beliae will fast 
ank into inaignificanoei and be abandoned Com* 
merce will pass it hj contemptaoosly, and eren 
Eameatieated San Joan will flap her wings and crow 
orer it. 

Yon will see b]r the note I enclose from Lonl 
Clarendon, that he has got a late letter from Mr. 
Kowcroft, which entitles yon to dismiss that gentle- 
man's anxiety for a noL pros, from your mind. 

I hate no misgivings about the Presidential 
canvass. We must succeed. The adversary has 
kindly sabmitted to as much division as was 
necessary to secure their weakness. It is quite 
plain, too, that, like frightened birds, they have lit 
on a twig too fragOe to suppoit them. Fremont is 
respectable enough per ss, but he cannot carry the 
weight of a party. Besides, all who reflect must 
perceive that our failure would rock the Union to its 
deepest foundations, if not snap it in two. I dare 
say, that, like all other free peoples that have ever 
existed, ours is destined to be mad some day ; bat 
the hour has not arrived. 

Mr. Herran has this instant come and gcme. In 
his interview at the Foreign Oflice on Saturday last» 
Lord Clarendon said he would draft a treaty restoring 
the idandiv and only bargaining that Port Boysl 
should be a free port» except a small duty adequate 
to pay the p(dice officers of Honduras. Mr. Herran 
is not the ablest of men, and may not be perfectly 
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aooaiate; but of the main point, the restitution, he 
ift qnite certain. 

The prorogation just orer* The speech adyerts to 
oar negotiations on Oentral America, and the Queen 
wishes them a happy oondnsion. That's all ; but it 
is somethiog. ' 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. 



1 



TO MR. MARCT. 

Londoo, August 8, ISGS. 
Mt DBAB Snt, 

I hare not been successfiil recently in efforts 
to continue and ripen the discussion with Lord 
Clarendon. Three seyeral days have been fixed for 
conference during the last week, but each has had 
to give way to some peremptory. call elsewhere of 
his lordship. The Queen last commanded him to 
Osborne, and, unless her Majesty release him for to- 
day, he will fail in his engagement to meet me at 
the Foreign Office at three o'clock. Mr. Herran has 
been subject to the same delays ; and when he came 
to see me yesterday, he appeared worried at not 
haying receiyed the draft of his conyention, 
promised for a week ago. Intermption and procras- 
tination are, we all know, unayoidable incidents of 
high official station. They must be borne with due 
patience by those who haye public objects in yiew. 
As to myself I cannot undertake to be in a hurry. 
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nntfly It Mr. Hemn seeiires the Bay Idandsy and, % 
lam enabled to do somethiog more than discmVi or 
theorize, or plan. 

It is qnite obvions that no single member of the 
ministry assames to act, on a matter of moment, 
without consulting his oolleagnes. This is necessarily 
{MmlnctiTe of endless postponement Host of the 
cabinet have left London since the prorogation of 
Parliament, and are wandering in the Provinces. 
They can confer along the telegraphic wires^ not others 
wise. I believe I told yon that Lord Clarendon had 
requested me to treat as private his sketch of a 
scheme to abate the protectorate, because he had not 
had an opportunity to show it to his oUeagues. 
That is an example. 

The diplomatic corps is even more scattered than 
the cabinet The French, Austrian, Prussian, 
Spanish, Turkish, Sardinian, and Hanoverian 
ministers are all on the Continent ; indeed, I doubt 
whether there be a single ^ chef** except myself in 
Lcmdon. It is often impo^ble to get a passport 
viiSd at any o£Bce but mine. Holidays here are 
litendly holidays all round. 

^ Order reigns in Spain;** but the stability of 
ODonnell is by no means assured. He must either 
carry out his movement to its legitimate results, and 
let CSiristina return in triumph, or he must fall 
back upon the oonstitnticiial party and reinstate the 
Esparteio influence. When the Pope, Christina, 
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Isabella, and, mA roM, Loais Napoleon, are making 
** a pall all ' together,'* at one end of the rope, 
ODonnell can Bcarcely keep a steady footing at the 
other, alone. He will probably yield to the abeo- 
lutists, and then they will soon get rid of him, or he 
will resist, and on the liberal side inaugurate another 
revolutionary struggle, when the French will 
interrene dedsiyely • The ** prestige ** of this country, 
I consider gone, /wiif, and no party on the Continent 
thinks her willing and competent to stand by and 
protect the clause of liberal government. She is 
essentially and practically chained to the footstool of 
a usurper more dangerous to the liberties of mankind, 
because more cunning to employ the vocabulary and 
arts of freedom, than would be a dozen Russian Ozars. 
Steam, too, has * brought her into such dose 
proximity with her neighbour, that she dare not 
oppose him without being, what she knows she never 
is, ready to repel a sudden invasion. She does not 
venture to remonstrate against P61issier*s new title 
of Duke of Halakoff, but is obliged to witness in 
sQence this unmistakable and indelible daim to the 
monopoly of the crowning honour of the Crimean 
war. Lord Palmerston, in' the heat of debate, uses 
loud words now and then, but his followers stare in 
terrified astonishment, and he sinks silently back 
again into unavoidable submission. FuU I FuU t 

I have just returned from the Foreign Office^ and 
after two hours' conference with Lord Clarendon, 
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bare only time to Bay that eyerything oonnected 
with the negotiation wean the most promisiiig and 
satiB&ctory aspect He told me, upon being asked 
how it stood with Mr. Herran, that he thought that ^ 
matter of the Bay Islands quite settled; that he 
would send for Ifr. Herran this afternoon ; that he 
would draft the oonyention of restitution without 
delay ; and^ indeed, that there was nothing left to be 
done, except to agree upon some mode of indemnify- 
ing the English residents. I inquired whether he 
bad kept steadily in yiew to aToid any stipulation for 
pecuh'ar priTileges. He replied that he had. 

We haye, as to the protectorate, one only remain- 
ng miag to get oyer, or to get round, and that is the 
ctmdition of Nicaragua ; and we are both to set our 
wits to work to remore it if possible. 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO COL. FAGK 

LoDdon, August 12, 1856. 

Ht dsab Colonxl^ 

You must deal with me in mercy. I have 
been working hard and unceasingly, so that private 
c o rrespondence became an almost prohibited indul- 
gence. Mr. Haroy is a tyrannical monopolist, and 
exacts all my written ideas. In a little, I shall have 
finished my job, and may then take an airing among 
the friends who baye kept me in mind. 
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All this part of the world is antioipatiiig^ hoping, 
and wishing the defeat of our democracy in 
NoTomber. It most not be. GoL Page, I say, %it 
must not be 1 It is di£Scalt to tell you how much 
of human liberty, rights and happiness is at stake ; 
enough to make selfish and personal prejudices, 
were they a hundredfold multiplied, fly up and kick 
the beam. Alas I how much disinterested virtue the 
maintenance of a republic demands I but it ts virtue, 
and w its own glorious reward. 

• • • • writes me in a rather desponding tone. 
He should bustle more, and work off the megrims. 
A fling into a free fight is sure to stiffen the nerves 
and banish the blues. If he shirks fighting for 
himself, let him fight for what I think in greater 
peril, the Union. I say this to every one of the 
true men to whom I feel at liberty to address an 
honest exhortation. To myself individually it 
matters little whether the Union be saved or 
subverted ; my own chapter of politics closed with 
the dead silence at the Cincinnati Convention ; but 
it is natural to look somewhat after the happiness of 
one's children, and of the friends of well-ozganised 
liberty throughout the world* I pray and beeeedi 
all who care a fig about my opinion, to struggle for 
the preservation of the Union against the ^dis- 
solving views ** of Eastern and Anglican abolitionists, 
until their tongues can no longer wag. 

All, ay all, tiiat I came here to do will be success- 
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taSLj accomplished, if indeed it has not been already 
achieyed, in the coarse of a week. The two 
oountries, fiye months ago, were at that critical 
stand of mutoal and morbid defiance when a pro- 
longed war might have sprang from a few more hot 
word% (Mr the hasty discharge of a gan at sea. 
People watched with sospended breath the news of 
eveij hoar. Americans, all oyer the continent of 
Europe, and in particular. Commodore Breese, 
commanding oar Mediterranean squadron, awaited 
a signal from this office to hurry home. Well I it 
all changed in the lapse of a month or six weeks ; 
and the change has advanced, step by step, until 
now, before the entire expiration of five months, 
they who understand the condition and tone of 
international relations, are satisfied that a sounder 
basis for mutual harmony and respect has not 
existed since the Treaty of 1783. I cannot tell you 
how this has been brought about There is the £Eict. 
I am, and always have been, just as ready to fight 
England as any man livings upon any adequate and 
lumourable ground. Still, to have been accessory to 
the conversion of a ticklish state of reciprocal rage, 
springing from a mere bandying of diplomatic 
sentences^ into calm and solid good-will, is destined 
to dose my political life with entire satisfaction to 
myselC Wait a fortnight, perhaps a month, and 
you may then hear the finality, 
I want you to do me the iayour tocall upon Judge 
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Sergeant^ and give him the warm aasuianoe of my 
oontiDued attabhment He has neyer recognized my 
appointment to this Courts and perhaps it was 
contrary to his sense of pmdenoe. Write me often 
and ** lengthily '* as you can. 

Always sincerely yrs. 



TO MR. MARC7. 

London, August 22, 1(^59. 

Mt deab Sib, 

Ton will perceive by what I send, as well as 
by the newspapers generally, that your letter to 
Count Sartiges, on the Declaration of the Peace 
Congress at Paris abolishing privateering, was not in 
London forty-eight hours before it appeared with an 
effective editorial in the Morning Advertuer* The 
Times reprinted it the following day ; and it is going 
the rounds, attracting great attention, but no attempt 
at reply. Let us hope that European statesmen 
will not be so absurd as to attempt a concerted and 
combined movement to coerce our adoption of their 
absolute phrase ** Privaieerinji i$ abdishedr But 
there is no knowing how far their folly may carry 
them. In this piece of cunning, as in the case of 
African Slavery, they shelter their purpose behind a 
screen. 

I had hoped to send you by this steamer the 
Central Americari Treaty. It is, however, not ready 
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for transmigaioii, though rery little more is wanted 
to complete the job. It is thrown into form, and 
makes a longer document than it ought to be. Much 
space, howeyery is giyen to the details of appointing, 
qualifying, and instructing Commissioners for settling 
boundary, and adjudicating upon Land Grants. 

Mr. Henaa has not yet pocketed his convention 
about the Oolony of the Bay Islands. No doubt he 
wiU haye it in a day or two* The new Free State or 
Municipality may be some time in assuming the 
proper shape, and in getting fully under way ; but 
it will rapidly assume importance after that^ especially 
it, as will be quite natural, our enterprising traders 
squat on Bitetan; and it will be recognized as under 
the soyereigntf (to be sure, the empty soyereignty) 
of Honduras. There is a buzx circulating to the 
efiect that the immense yalue and importance of 
these islands haye only just been found out^ and that 
it is well for us that the contract has been madel I 
belieye the rumour to be unfounded ; but, in twenty 
years, if all things go on steadily, they can scarcely 
fidi to rise into an interesting relation with the 
CMnmerdal and political world. 

Your private letter of the 4th instant reached me 
on the 18th accompanied by six copies of the 
Sartiges communication, all exceedingly welcome. I 
legiet extremely to hear of your daughter's illness. 
Mr. M. has repeatedly mentioned it as very severe : 
but I sincerely hope she has recovered. . 
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Ton will bare noticed that an oatbreak in Naples 
18 daily looked for. The proud and retaliatory 
manner in which the king has met the interrention 
and menaces of England and France rather rains 
him in one's estimation, in spite of his flagitious 
despotism; but it will advance the moTement of 
reform by stinging the reformers. The critical state 
of affairs in Italy is^ perhaps, at the bottom of this 
ministry's unusual conciliation towards America. 

Spain, like a diseased horsey after kicking out 
fietmously has sunk again into forbrn resignation. 

The eyes of all the world of courtiers are just now 
fixed upon the Coronation at the Kremlin. 

Very truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MB. GILPIN. ^ 

Loudon, August 19« 1866. 

Mt deab Gilpin, 

Tour letter of the 21st July reached me 
yesterday. 

I left your introductories, with my cards, at 
Mr. 0.'s and Sir a F/s. They are distinguished 
parts of the world, and, at present, all the world is 
out of town.' In a very little whiles even Lord 
Clarendon and I will feel at liberty to take a short 
trip beyond the range of Foreign Office servitude. I 
hope to send Mr. Marcy his quietus, that is a thorough 
settlement, by the same ressel that carries thia If 
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I do^ all that I expected or undertook will beaooom- 
pliBhed* I am afraid the men who wanted a fight 
will not readily forgiye me. War, a few months 
ago» was the favourite word ; it is now nerer uttered, 
and with it have gone off the Bay Islands and the 
nN>teetoratey both beyond the soTereignty of her 
Majesty. ITimporUl when it is a man's duty to 
make peace, he must dose his heart to beUigerent 
{popularity. Besides, as I haye told Col. Page, the 
chapter of my political life closed with the dead 
silenoe at the Cincinnati OonTention, and I am 
content to end with the reputation of having kept 
two bull-dogs from tearing each other to piecea 

I shall, one of these ^ calm summer mornings,'' 
indulge you with an exposition of the outside and 
the inside treaties, the principles, motiTcs, and 
difficulties; but just now, time is too important to 
ml. 

Our best remembrances to Mrs. Gilpin and to 
Mr. Van Buren, and to Mrs. livingston. We are 
all well, and enjoying a small coal fire while you are 
melting under 100^ I Vide Bochefoucauld as to the 
miseiies of one's friends. 

Eyer faithfblly yn. 

August 22p 1866. 

I haye had a little time to think on your question 
as to the cause of the present amicable tone towards 
us. It is impossible to answer it upon any but con* 
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jectaial grounds. There may be serious anticipations 
as to tlie condition ^f Italy, and misgivings suggested 
by the extreme courtship between France and Bussia, 
but they are insufficiently developed just yet Judg- 
ing from obvious indications, I am inclined to the 
belief that Lord Palmerston, at the moment of 
pressure upon him two months ago, bought the 
parliamentary representatives of the industrial classes 
to support his ministry, by pledging himself to change 
his whole course of action as regards America. The 
instant he performed his part of the contract by 
retaining me here, his majority became assured and 
overwhelming. This has proved to him on what a 
rock he plants his ascendency when he conciliates us ; 
and from that day, it has seemed to be impossible to 
be too civil. There are, no doubt^ other co-operative 
causes, causes which made it easy for him to bend to 
the policy of the position. I could advert to some 
that are singular enough, but the basis of the whole 
is, I am almost certain, what I have stated* 
My treaty don't go by this occasion. Its formalities 

are delayed by official absenteeism. 

Always yrs. 



TO LORD DONOUGHMOEE. 

London, August 26, 1856. 
Mv LOBD, 

I have your lordship's letter of the 28rd 
instant 
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The distiibation of intestate estatee, in the United 
States, is a subject of State or local, not of national 
jiirisdictioni The goTornment of the Union has 
nothing to do with it They have no right or power 
whatever to decide to whom the real or personal 
assets of a deceased shall go : they most go where 
the law of the particular State in which the deceased 
lesided or in which the property is found at his death, 
directs that they shall ga Every State has its own 
law of Escheat, and on the demise of a bastard 
without children, wife, or will, his property would 
legally belong to the State^ by whose functionaries, 
after inquest and vezdict, it would be taken for 
puUicuse. 

Hr. ICaicy's finquiry had for its object, I haye no 
doubt, the payment to whomsoeyer might present 
himself authentically as ^the personal represen* 
tatiye " of Joseph Hansford, otherwise called Joseph 
Canon, and therefore entitled to receiye it, of a 
balance of wages due to the deceased as a seaman in 
the American serrice ; or it may be that the consul 
of the United States, at Shanghai, fiobert 0. Murphy, 
Esq., has taken charge of the effects and money left 
by Joseph Carson, and has requested Mr. Marey to 
ascertain who are ^the personal xepresentatives '* to 
whom these effects and money may be transmitted. 
This latter supposition is the more probable. 

What then should Peter Carson do? He has 
UgiMy as much right to claim the effects and money 
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of the bastard as his father has, and that is no right 
at all. But he can acquire a right by becoming 
''the personal representative'* of the deceased, in 
other words, by having himself appointed the 
adminislraior to his estate. If by having reared 
and educated Joseph, or in any other way, he can 
claim to be a creditor of the estate, he is entitled to 
be preferred as administrator to John Carson. If 
nothing gives him a preference, he can still daim 
the administration, provided John CSarson has not 
got ahead of him and already taken out the letters. 
Mr. Marcy or the consul at Shanghai would pro- 
bably pay the money or give the e£fects to any one 
who proved his character as ''personal represen- 
tative '' by presenting a certificate under official seal 
and signature of his appointment 

And ichere and haw is Peter Carson to have 
himself constituted the administrator to Joseph's 
estate? 

Where ? — ^The proper place is the city or county 
in the United States in which Joseph last resided 
before he entered upon his last voyage. 

How ? — Application must be made to the Begister 
of WiUs, or other proper local officer, the £Msts 
stated, the necessary surety given, etc. 

K Peter Carson cannot quit home to attend to 
this matter in person, he can authorize some one 
else as his attorney in fSetct to have the thing done ; 
to get the certificate of his appointment as ad* 
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miniBtrator ; to forward that certificate or a duplicate 
of it to Mr. Harcy, either for his own action or for 
tiansmifflion to Mr. Murphy at Shanghai ; to receive 
the effects or money ; and, after paying all expenses 
and settling all accounts in exoneration of his surety, 
to remit the residue of the fund to Mr. Peter Oarson. 

I believe I have communicated all the information 
your lordship desires to possess. Let me, however, 
add what my experience in similar cases has taught 
me to believe, that in all likelihood Joseph has not 
left behind him more than a few months* wages and 
a sea-chest of old clothes, the aggregate value of 
which would not compensate Mr. Peter CSarson for 
one-tenth of the trouble and expense which he would 
necessarily incur in their pursuit 

I shall be happy at all times to hear, upoa this or 
any other subject^ from your lordship. 
Very respectfully, your lordship's 

Most obedient servant 



TO ME. MAECT. 

London, Angoft 2G, 1860. 

Mr BEAa Sib, 

The engrossment of the CSentral American 

Treaty is going on, and I have no doubt that I shall 

be able to send it to you by the Arabia on Saturday 

Mzt» the 30th instant 

I had my last discussion on this topic at the 
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Office yesterday. An attentiTe examinatioii 
of the phiaseology of tlie treaty and aeporate article 
will ahow yon that I haye kept constantly in mind 
the prmoiples of your inttraction% and where their 
open recognition does not appear substantiyely, 
words are used which create for them a necessary 
implication. 

Lord CSlarendon is bound to escort the Qneen on 
her journey to Scotland. Her Majesty leaves here 
the day after to-morrow. She became very sick on 
her last aquatic excursion, and now forswears the sea. 
He has positiyely promised to summon me to sign 
our concocted instrument in the course of to-morrow. 

I haye just had a long, agreeable, and interesting 
yisit from Count Ereptovitch, the new Russian 
Minister to this Court I knew him at St Peters 
burg in the time of my mission there. Heisthe son- 
in-law of Nesselrodci whom he described as in full 
health and yigour of intellect He intimated that he 
had met ?ath a rather cold reception here, owing^ he 
presumed, to his dilatoriness in coming. He told me 
that the impression on the Continent is that the 
Emperor of France labours under some serious disease 
which he does not possess the constitutional strength 
to throw o£f ; — *' And then," he exclaimed, " what, in 
the name of Heayen, is to become of Francer He 
expressed in yery strong terms his admiration of your 
letter to Sartiges on priyateering; said that as the 
argument of a statesman, it was condusiye ; and that 
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}m opmion was entirely with you. During the last 
thxee yean» Count EieptoTitoh has been minister at 
Brussels^ a place that he regrets leaying. 

I intend introducing to you Sir Henry Holland, 
who goes out by the Arabia. Heis» in erery respect, 
a most estimable as well as eminent person, and 
withal a court and nobility physiciaa He will 
haidly stop a day at Washington, if he get there at 
alL He returns to London in six or eight weeks. 
I wish him very much to see the President^ yourself, 
and General Datis. . 

London is the depth of dulness and emptiness. 

Always faithfully yrs. 



TO MR. MABCT. 

laoAsm^ September 9» 1866. 

Mt dbjle Sib, 

Your letter of the 22nd August by the 
Canada reached me on Sunday the 7th instant^ and 
we are all much gratified at your telling us of the 
improred condition of your daughter. 

I notice in our newspapers a number of things said 
about tlie Central American negotiation and about 
myself perM>nally, which are utterly absurd and with- 
out foundation. The inrention about that intelligent 
Albino^ Mr. Lowe, is one of these^ as you haye 
already found. He is quite too distinguished and 
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respectable a gentleman to be sapposed capable of 
having connired at his supposititious mission. Then^ 
that nonsense abont a letter to me from fifty or more 
Members of Parliament: — all trash. Yon are 
entirely right in taking it for granted that nothing of 
this sort can be tme which is not adverted to in my 
despatches or letters, 

I am mnch relieved by the Canada's mail from the 
anxiety abont onr political extravagance, created by 
that of the Arago. It would seem almost certain 
that a congressional arrangement on the Army Bill 
has been accomplished. 

I went to the great Cutlers* Festival at She£Beld 
on the 4th instant You will see the account of it in 
the newspapers. The report of my remarksy though 
inaccurate in one or two placet^ is as a whole quite 
good enough to submit ta Some of the reporters, 
with Yankee euteness, interpolate Cuba for Otids, 
and introduce the phrave ^infinitely more praise- 
worthy," as apjdied to Texas and Cuba annexation I 
Small artifice I The speeches of the Duke of New- 
\ castle and Mr. Boebuck are interesting as matters of 

I political development and degladiation. They have 

given rise to numerous newspaper columns. Mr. 
Itoebuck I found to be, in Sheffield particularly, in 
I the enjoyment of an immense and boisterous 

popularity. He is universally praised for ability and 
independence; and yet he had accepted a day or two 
before a present of £1000, raised by subscription. 
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headed bj Lord Falmentonl Sheffield is tdtra- 
Amerfean. On ihe arriyal of your minister, the 
ohnich-beUs were rnng^ and the flag of the United 
Slates was floated tsom the puUio-haU, and from 
whezeltookupmyquArters. The flnt aspect of the 
town is that of Pittsboig, smoky, dirty, dingy, and 
noisy* The saborbs are beaotifiil, hills richly culti- 
Tated and adorned with handsome yillas. I ran 
throng^ their principal ^ works,** cntlery, plate, and 
steel, and fimnd the crowds of workmen just as 
ardently fond of ns as their employers. The distance 
from London is about one hundred and serenty miles, 
whidi I flew over in four hours and a quarter* 

There is some actiTity shown to remoTe the pre* 
Tailing impressbn that the Emperor of the French 
labours under serious malady. Ifr. B., who is a warm 
personal friend of his Majesty, whom he once went 
bail for when arrested by the police in this dty, 
adyerts to letters from Paris that deny the story. 
And yet everything indicates that there is something 
in it Some shrewd folks hint a softening of the 
brain I So much depends upon maintaining his 
jnMff€ just now, that, if he be really ill, we shall 
be kept ignorant of it as long as possible. He 
dances^ it is said, with great animadon every night at 
Biarrits; but for. a month or six weeks there has 
been an impenetrable and mysterious cloud about his 
statesmanship. ^Ifoii, nom v&rrmUf^ as your old 
friend of 1708 used to say. At the reception lately 
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of a recently formed maoicipal ooancil, he wu 
^quite odd f unable to make a rational address, and 
saddenlj in a trembling fit breaking out with ** Tine 

Truly and respectfully yn. 



TO MB. MABCT. 

Loodmiy 8ept0mber 19, 1856. 

Mt dear Sir, 

It is '^ quite odd ^ (a fEtshionable English com- 
ment) that one should be living in London, and yet 
have nothing to send to Washington, more than three 
thousand five hundred miles ofl; in the shape of newa^ 
political, social, or diplomatic Such, however, is niy 
momentary status ; and it is ascribable as much to 
the constancy and frequency with which I have 
written to you, as to the universal nap the world is 
taking. Fm exhausted, and I suspect your patience 
is in the like predicament 
t The Pod said a few days ago that if Bussia were 

not faithful to the Treaty of Peace^ England must 
bring her to her senses, and could do so $ven Humgh 
imasiUUd hy anoAer power. So^ so, says the Oon^ 
iUiuiionnd, you begin to doubt Francel be it so. 
Bussia is a great and glorious nation, her monarch 
and nobles worthy of all praise I and as for you, bah t 
you talk too big I There are occasionally apparent 
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other sjmptoms which indicate the pombility of our 
seeing, one of these days* a reyiyal of the Continental 
system against ** perfidious Albion." 

The Ooronation at the Kremlin is certainly a very 
different display from our inauguration at the Capitol. 
The first appeals to the eyes, the second to the ears ; 
so that if Horace be correct^ tc^tiis irrUcuU animoB, 
the Imperial pageant is more permanently impressive 
than the Presidential one. I should like to know 
the effect produced upon our republican representa- 
tire, Mr. Seymour ;— strongly suspected to hare been 
one of intense fatigue. And yet, listen, you great 
progressiye nineteenth century I there are at least 
one hundred and fifty millions of bewitched bipeds 
called men, who think of nothing, read of nothing, 
talk of nothing, gasse on nothing, but the robes, the 
jewels, the bows, the holy oil, the illuminations, the 
serfr, and squadrons of the Czar I It gave me great 
pleasure to hear from our returning consul. Colonel 
Beilly, that you had spared Mr. Seymour the nun of 
witnessing and partaking this orientally gorgeous 
display by assuming his* expenses. Lord Clarendon 
is still in Scotland. Lord Palmerston flits backwards 
and forwards every day or two, between Downing 
Street and St Leonards on Sea. The rest of tbe 
ministry are ererywhere, ^r nowhere. 

I have hinted to Mr. Alyarado, minister to the 
United States from Honduras, that he would act 
wisely if, now that the matter is oyer here, he were 
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to present himself at Washington, for reception bjr 
the President 

Nothing yet about a snocessor to Mr. Crampton, 
except^ perhaps^ the speech of Mr. Baxter who^ 
although Tery nearly an opposition member, singled 
out as eminently fit» Mr. Yilliers, Lord Clarendon's 
brother. He would undoubtedly do admirably, as I 
think I have heretofore said. 

John Frost and the Ohartists ! A more wretched 
exhibition, as they passed the legation on their way 
to Primrose Hill, it would be difficult to depict. Our 
mass-meetings, in town or township, are coronation 
crowds in comparison. When you stir the dregs or 
sediment of any European community, the show is 
saddening. Our alms-houses would do better. 

Always faithfully and respectfully yrs. 



TO MR. MARCY. 

LoodoD, September 24, IB60. 

Mt dear Sib, 

It is hardly worth while, and yet it is perhaps 
best, as a matter of extreme precaution, that I should 
send you the two copies of notes that accompany 
this, especially as I have scarcely matter wherewith 
to fill a page. 

You see, this business of passports exacts great 
▼igilanoe and good humour from your representatiTes. 
There are touchy men eren in frocks, who think they 
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ought at once to be granted whatever thej ask, and 
who ndranderstand eveiything when kindled by a 
flcmtiny. Having caielesBly neglected to pro- 
or pack up the authentic pioofii of character, 
they are angry with themselves, and snappishly vent 
themselves on others. The poor fellow in this case 
will, I h<q)e, smooth down his indignation, and fiimish 
me with some sort of apology for giving him the pass- 
port^ even against the judgment of the Secretary. If 
not, and he wants to make a mmpos, why, you have 
the means of appreciating him. 

The absence from London to which I refer was 
during a visit of a few days to Sir E. B. Ly tton, at 
his residence about twenty-seven miles o£ He kept 
me a day or two longer than I intended, to have me 
at the agricultural meeting of his county. The 
newspapers contain, as usual, reports of what was 
said and done, at least substantially. 

[In Mr. Dallas's diary is found the following 
entry : 1st October, 1856.— "^ The week before this 
last was spent by Mrs. D., Susan, Philip, and myself 
at Enebworth, the charming residence of Sir Edward 
Bulwer Lytton, the novelist^ poet^ and statesman, in 
Hertfordshire. A more interestmg piece of antiquity 
(our bedroom and bedstead had been occupied by 
Queen Elisabeth when preparing to receive the 
Spanish Armada) I have not come across :— H^padous 
hallsi picture-galleriei^ ancient armour, old oak stoir- 
9ase^ and grotesque monsters numberless. It is 
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seated within and domineers over some thousand 
acres of park, woodland, garden, and CBom. No 
wonder this man writes so exquisitely, on the margin 
of his own lake, in a retired cottage, and with all the 
appliances of comfort, silence, and sweet air about 
him I I found him the very sonl of hospitality, a re- 
publican in his philosophy, a polished gentleman, 
and yet made by domestic trials fiteuliar, if not some- 
what eccentric. He has a son attached to the British 
legation at the Hague, already a remarkable writer. 
He pines over the loss of a beautiful daughter of 16 ; 
and his wife, reputed quite impracticably singular, 
though very talented, won't live near him. He is 
laboriously intent on high political fame and position, 
which, as an H.P., he cannot fail to reach. He per- 
suaded me to accompany him to his county agri- 
cultural dinner in Hitchin, where they treated me 
* en amkassadeur/ and I briefly addressed ftye 
hundred fSarmers.*** 

* The Hertlbcd Aferwry, reporting Uus banqueti etid, %nUr 
aUa: 

* Ifr. Dftllai, on rising, wu reoeiTed with a perfect horrioiae 
of applauae. When the cheering had sahiidcd, he addrecMd the 
aesembly as follows: 

** Gbhti^bmik,— It is impoBsiUe for me to alkw the flattering 
manner in whichyou have reoeiTed the toast so kindly intro- 
duced by the dis^ngnisbcd gentleman who presides to pass 
wHhoat the expression of my warmest thankk A stranger to 
7<ipall» I deeply feel the hospitality of your welcome; though, 
in tmth, my short experience in Rngland has giren me more 
than leeson enough to expecl it (Cbeera.) Fax the generous 
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Your old cabinet ooUeagae and present diplomatic 
employdy Mr. J. Y. Mason, is here, and dined with 
me yesterday. I haye not seen him since leaving 
Washington on the 4th of March, 1849. His health . 
seems restored, and his yiyacity as qnick and 
agreeable as ever ; but he walks awkwardly, and for- 
bears tiie nse of his left arm. We talked politics, 
home and foreign, tntil tired ont ; and, with the ex- ' 
ception of his rery exalted admiration of certain 
French personages, we chimed in sentiment pretty 
harmoniondy. We agree in the belief that the 



aUuskm nuide to the iDstitatioDi, tbe p rogrM s , and tbe prospects 
of my oonntiy, let me also return, in mj poblio as well as in my 
primte eliaiafller, tbe most cordial aeknowUdgments. (Gheen.) 
Tonthfvl among nationi, and perhaps, in the estimation of many 
whom I address far from faultleai, she has, neverthelesB, nn- 
deniably achiered in the general cause of dvilisation, in science, 
In art, in mechanics, in human elcTation and improTement, what 
may well justify encomiums from such enlightened, discrimin- 
atbg, and candid men, (Cheers.) In no sphere of social action 
are the United States beUer entitled to your esteem than in the 
Twy one with which this banquet is connected. They recognize 
their agricnltoml interest (their planters and their farmers) as 
their predominant interest, the interest that wields the power, 
originates the wealth, oheri^es the manly fteedran, and promotes 
the happiness of their entire people. (Cheers.) Tou can make no 
adTsnoe on that sulijeet which will not meet with their qrmpathy 
and co^)pention. In the Test talley of the Mississippi, amid 
msasorelesB plains of codiaustleM fertility, millions of my coun* 
tiymen accept as the noblest of human pursuits, the onltiTation 
cftheir own soil (£fo0r,Aeor.) With them their chief aim and 
dslif^t is to stock their fiurms with cattle of the best breeds ; and 
Uiqr haO, as nous worthy of theif gratitude and their ^^^MMlb 
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success of Fremont is an nnimaginable yisitation of 
ProTidence. He returns to Paris to-monow, haTing 
crossed the Ohannel only to execute, with the 
formality required by Virginia law, a deed of Con- 
▼eyance before the Lord Mayor. 

It is rumoured and understood that a small squad- 
ron of French and English vessels is about anchoring 
before Naples. The pretext is to be to protect the 
persons and property of their respective subjects as 
$oon a$ diplomatic rdaiiong are 9u$pended. In reality 
the purpose is to secure the Emperor Louis Napo- 
leon from the contagion of a violent outbreak in Italy, 
by being there as overawing mediators between King 



than military exploits and political victories, every onward step 
in praotical hnabandry. (Gfaeen.) I wish, gentlemen, I felt 
competent and at liberty to engage a few momenta of your atten- 
tion in adverting to American movements similar to yoar own. 
They are nnmeiaaa in every separate 8tate of our confederal. 
Impelled, as here, by the bigbest intellect and the tmest patriot- 
ism, tbeir combined resalts might be regarded as an ofifering not 
wholly unworthy of your acceptance. (Cbeerk) Bat I cannot 
yenture so fiur ; and, although I am lealiy sensible that an inter- 
change of agricaltmal reports would constitute a powerful bond 
of national amity and peace^ still I shrink, under the warning of 
one of your own venerable proverbs, to which my Loid Hamlet 
might, apply his epithet of * somewhat musty,' inculcatmg the 
folly or futility of canrying coals to Kewoutle. (Laughter and 
cheers.) Gentlemen, I renew and repeat the expression of my 
thanks, and will now give you the only good thing which bekmgs 
to my address, in the shape of a sentiment: * All honour and 
success to the Agrioultuial Society of HerUbrdshirSi* (Load 
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Bomba and his people. The principle of non-inter^ 
Tention will be aotoallj Tiolated, bat ostensibly 
avoided. 

I lappose oar cabinet is abont as much dispersed 
as is the cabinet here, and that I may not hear the 
froits of oonsaltation as early as I should like ; bat 1 
still flatter myself with hope of something by the 
Peisiay due to-morrow. The condition of affairs in 
Kansas is, at this distance, and by the IVmss, mon^ 
stioosly exaggerated, and I wait for accarate news 
impatiently. 

Always most respectftdly and traly. 



TO MR. MIDDLSTQN. 

U Fbrtland FImm^ September 27, ISSC 

Mt dbab Sib, 

Your note of the 19th instant woold have had 
an immediate answer bat that it reached me in the 
coontry, whence I have only jast retnmed. 

Of coarMb and I might have supposed withoat a 
moment's hesitation, yoa can refer any one to me 
apon the salgect of your proposed pablication. It 
will give me pleasaie, as far as it may be in my 
power, to inspire those who do not know yoa, with 
the confidence of those who do. 

I happened at the receipt of year letter to be 
among gentlemen whose works made me sore of. 
their being experienced in regard to London' pnb- 
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lislien : and, without adydrting to my pnipoae at all, 
I took oocaaion to inquire as to the beat diiectioD. 
Thej weie unanimooa in the opinion that a volume 
of about the size of youi^ and on a speculatire topio^ 
would run the risk of falling still-bom from the 
pres^ if put into the hands of a Oify publisher. 

I am no judge of the soundness of this opinion, 
but think it best to mention it Mr. Murray, in 
Albemarle Street^ was greatly prefened. In the 
present preposterously confident anticipation in 
England, that the knell of our Union has rung in 
Kansas, you may possibly find it diflSoult to get any 
<me to give to your nAfeet the aealous introduction 
it deserves. It really seems to me that the political 
structure and social temperament of our country are 
less understood by those who indefatigably claim to 
be our kindred than by any other people. 

I am truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO LORD ELLEBMERE. 

24 PortUnd Place, September 28, ISM. 

Mt deab Lobd Ellesmmic, 

Many thanks for your indulgence towards my 
venturing on an effort to obtain admission at Bridge- 
water House for a specially recommended country* 
man of mine. I knew of your absence^ but felt 
perfectly assured that his was a case which would 
greatly extenuate the liberty I took. He is an 
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artut of lincnminoii merit. Some of his paintings^ in 
their characteristics resemblmg those of the Bussian 
Oriofiskj, are exceedingly fine ; and he gives every 
promise of reaching an excellence equal if not 
saperior to that of his fellow-townsmani Leslie ; for 
both are from my home^ Philadelphia. His name is 
Bothennel, and he is travelling for the first time in 
eager pmrsoit of the masterpieces of his art As 
he letnms from Italy and Germany, for he cannot 
afford a long suspension of labonr, I will make 
another attempt at yoor Oallery, under the en- 
eooiagement your kind note has given. 

Always faithfolly yrs. 



TO MB. MARCr. 

London, October 8, 1856. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

The Homan Gatholic clergyman, Mr. F., of 
whose angry missive about his passport I inflicted 
up<m you a copy, coded upon getting my letter, and 
very frankly came to beg pardon for his folly, and to 
make himself very agreeable by his vivacity and 
intelligence. I was not sorry to hear him say that 
the Foreign Office^ which never recognises our 
natuzalinttion of her Majesty's subjects, gave him a 
passport immediately as a native Irishman: for it 
was still impossible for him to adduce a scintilla to 
wanrnnt my granting one. 
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YoQ haye narrowly escaped a fiurmal despatch hj 
this occasion ; but you shall have it soon, I promise 
you. Lord Clarendon has written me a note re- 
specting a Mr. Smithy our consul recently appointed 
to Londonderry, whose wild advertisement for 
''80,000 labourers'* and for the sale of millions of 
acres" in Iowa, seems to have ''riled ** the political 
economy of Downing Street I have invoked ex- 
planation and defence from our splashing represen- 
tative, and hope to tranquillize the " labour market " 
of her Majesty before any fresh dido is kicked up. 
You shall enjoy the entire muss, solemnly set out, on 
a future day. 

Captain Pendergrast of the Merrimao, and his 
Lieutenant Jones, <Uned with me yesterday. This 
noble ship^ tell Mr. Dobbin, is attracting much 
attention. But (and make my apologies for ventur- 
ing the suggestion) why is she to winter at Brest in 
preference to Cherbourg? Every national purpose 
would seem far more attainable at the latter than 
the former. 1 am extremely anxious to pay her a 
very formal visit ; for in sober truth, I have " itching 
ears ** for the booming of American cannon in British 
waters. The Captain, however, may be kept in 
London for a fortnight. 

Every sunrise is expected to throw light upon the 
ministerial policy as to Naples. We are kept in 
quite an interesting state of suspense. Now we 
have i^ fleets in the Bay, and now we haven't 
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Now Aoatria mtimates dissenty and now she don't 
Then Boana baokB np Bombay and Frnssiay bat then 
again neither does. Some say Clarendon's dogmatic 
and pragmatio Tiolenoe will pnah on to another war ; 
but more hint that Lord Palmerston shows the white 
feather^ and would back out if Lonis Napoleon 
wonld let hinu The leading men of the Opposition 
take courage and hope fiom this intervention, which, 
they say, will break down the administration, 
whether it be carried out or shabbily withdrawn 
from. In the meantime, the Ominous and Anony- 
mous bulletins of imperial illness are still circulating 
in defiance of every effort to stop them ; his Majesly 
is coming, but not yet come, to Paris: he is in good 
health, goes to operas, concertfl^ baths^ and reviews; 

Lord Clarendon has left the Queen, but is visiting 
abont^ and may not get to the Foreign Office for a 
week. 

I hope to hear by the next steamer' your idea of 
the Central American arrangement, and that your 
daughter is restored to health. 

Always truly and respectfully yrs. 
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TO MB. MABCT. 

London. October 10^ 1856. 

Mt deab Sib, 

Some of the suggested modiflcatioDS of the 
prcjjei underwent early disciusion, were thought tq 
enter into unnecessary detail, were not regarded atf 
material enough to insist upon, and at all eyenU 
were made to yield to the pressure of an anxiety to 
get on, before anything should occur to change the 
disposition to give up the Bay Islands. This sur- 
render involyed, as it appeared to me, so striking a 
triumph to the American cause and aipmient^ that 
I was prepared to do, or omit doing, almost anything 
to secure its final accomplishment :— especially as I 
knew, that when once done it could not be undone, 
and that my own more direct work with Lord 
Clarendon was a mere profet ad refermditm. Had 
there been any serious delay, I now know that the 
apprehended mischief would hare occurred I don*t 
despair of having your improyements incorporated, 
but there will be difficulty, grumbling, and procrasti- 
nation. 

That Londonderry consul ! Poor fellow I he wants 
to make money, and therefore made a noise. And 
the gravity with which disturbance in the **Ubour 
market*' is predicated of such a puffing bulletin is 
really worthy of those circumlocution chambersi the 
Colonial Department and the Foreign Office. A 

VOL. I. X 



180 A WILD AMERICAN FUNCTIONARY. 

gemune rough and tomble and yelling hooder^ kick- 
ing up his heels amid the solemnities of office in 
this region of the globe, necessarily frightens all the 
red tapist^ and makes eyery yenerable political 
-economist peer from nnder his eyebrows and shake 
ominoosly his theorizing noddle I I wish, however, 
that onr wild ftmctionary wrote better English, 
eqiecially as he seems inclined to enter upon the 
patriotio laboor of lecturing (on invitation, ahem !) 
xxpoxk Americal Oive the man a chance, my Lord 
darendon, and don*t cat him down for a single 
ezaberant caper. He is utterly unknown to me, 
though hailing from Philadelphia, and of a name 
belonging to a most eztensiTe fiunily there and 
ereiywhereu 

The oscillating ftmds in Paris keep the mercantile 
community here in great anxiety. Some of the 
political quidnuncs, too, see in the Bank panic and 
its incidents^ of an attempt to force paper and to 
pieyent a premium on silver, an approaching reyolu- 
tion. The Emperor has at last got back to Pari% 
and certainly he seems already to have shown that 
he has carried with him an unimpaired mind; for 
he peremptorily dgected to the Bank project Still, 
the workmen are beginning to complain, and to 
press up to himi Nothing to do, high rents^ and 
breadrisingi 

I think the symptoms indicate that the intenren- 
tkm at Naples will f^flnle'' ont^ and leave the King 
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at liberty to imprison, starve, and kill, as his fears 
or whims may dictate. Austria appeals the question 
to the reconvened Congress of Paris: that is 
plausible^ will give time, will check Lord Palmerston, 
will reunite the three absolutist Emperors and 
Prussia, and will give Lord Clarendon an oppoiv 
tunity to explain and back down. The Lazsaroni 
are with King Bomba, and the appearance of the 
fleets in the beautiful Bay might produce a popular 
outbreak fatal to English and French residents. 

Strange as it may seem, I wholly forgot^ until 
reminded a few days ago, that I possessed by law 
the life priviiege of fhmkingl 

Always truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MB. MARCT. 

London, Ootober 14, 1866. 

MtdsabSib, < 

Our consular representative at Londonderry 
may be considered in smooth water again. My 
communication to the Foreign Office, of which my 
last despatch presented you a copy, appeased the 
ruffled plumage of the Colom'al Department, and the 
matter drops. I have, however, taken the liberty to 
hint to Mr. Smith that his notices hereafter should 
be somewhat more measured and guarded. 
It is quite extraordinary with what unanimity, and 
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yet I muBt confess with what moderation of tone, the 
aaooeas of Fremont is here wished and expected. 
What good he is to do them, one cannot perceiTe ; 
and, after all, unless assisted by greater rashness on 
onr own part than can be reasonably anticipated, he 
will not be able, in the face of the Senate^ to do his 
country serious harm. 

I shall give myself henceforward and ezclnsiTely 
to efforts to carry your amendments to the frdjU^ 
and you need not expect to be worried by my eye- 
straining penmanship until I am able to send the 
perfected treaty, or despair of it I sometimes think 
that you have aimed at more perfection in the 
instrument than was practically important or neces- 
sary; but your points are undoubtedly improve- 
ments, and shall be pressed '^ until my eyelids can 
no logner wag.** My father^s favourite inculcation 
was ^attempt the impossible, and you'll achieve the 
highly difficult*' So here goes I 

I see that you and Sir Henry Holland have been 
^ nobbing.'* Pray if you have still a chance,- hint to 
him that he is bound to return home ; for I have not 
been well for a fortnight and was obliged to send for 
another physician. 

Napels in wMbu$ still. The policy of ** passivity ;" 
that is, Louis Napoleon letting England do the job 
while he merely looks on, will probably prevaiL The 
coalition of Bussia, Prussia, and Austria to shield 
Bomba, only exasperates the ministry here to obsti« 
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nacjr and action. Soon, tbe ball will havo rolled 
beyond their reach. 

Always truly and respectftilly yxa. 



TO MS. OILPIN. 

London, Ootober 17, 1850. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

Two honn ago, nnder a Fnll Power reoeiyed 
a week since only, I put my hand and seal to the 
Treaty which, if ratified by the Senate, must close, 
and with mntnal honour, all strife between the two 
countries. Am I to be more applauded by the philo* 
sophers of Peace or reyiled by the champions of War ? 
ITimpcrU ; I have done what I conceiTe to be right, 
and will accept its consequencei^ be they what they 
may. 

The upshot is that Great Britain withdraws from 
her Colony in the Bay of Honduras, gives up her 
Protectorate of the Mosquitoes, admits Oreytown to 
be a Free City under the sovereignty of Nicaragua, 
pens up her Indian king and his subjects within a 
narrow and precise reservation, and promises never 
to overleap the limits of the Belise as they were 
when the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty was made. That 
will do, won't it ? And what is more, the whole of 
it is perfectly compatible with the honour and 
dignity of this great nation: — for, although the 
Parisian scribblers have dubbed me ''the wily 
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diplonutt^" it never has and never will enter into my 
own sense of personal or public honour to get from 
political agents a didxmoaraUe concession* That, 
too^ I belieye to hare been the mling principle 
of Lord CSlarendon, of whose fairness and finank« 
ness, as well as ability, I cannot make too fall an 
admission. 
United and best regards to Mrs. O: 

Ever smcerely yrs. 



TO MS. 

LoDdflD, October 17, 1856. 

Mt dxab Sib, 

The possession and communication of the Full 
Power so fortified my position that I was able to 
carry your modifications although several had been 
resisted before. The effect of having the authority, 
at all events in a measure^ to decide instead of 
merely discusB, is that you prevent the other party 
fifom taking the chances involved in an cut ref^ 
rmdimk At least it seemed to me that the exhibi- 
tion of the Broad Seal had a most persuasive effect 
Hr. Buchanan once spoke to Lord Clarendon pro- 
posing a co-operation of the ministers of the two 
countries in favouring the union of Buenos Ayres 
to the Argentine BepuUia Lord CSlarendon adopted 
the idea, and advised with the French government, 
who aliK> assented. He is anxious now, in coose- 
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qnence of a letter just leoeired from the Britbh 
representatiye, to act; bat he has never heard 
whether our gOTemment are dispoeed to carry out 
the taggestioD. Mr. Peden it appears stands very 
high in general estimation, and his co-operation is 
much desired. Lord Clarendon requested me, 
informally, to ascertain how the matter stood at 
Washington. 

In my Na — I sent you certain bills made out 
against our government by her Ifajest/s, and re- 
quested attention to them. Have you forgot them, 
or are they paid without my being apprised ? 

Always fiuthfully and respectfully yrs. 



TO MR. MARCT. 

London, October 24, 1860. 

My dear Sib, 

I have your Nos. 84 and S5, which will, 
of course, be promptly attended to and acknowledged 
in a formal despatch, as soon as there is accumu* 
lated enough matter. 

Is it not rather singular and invasive that Mr. 
Outhrie should meditate building light-houses on 
British coasts? . I rather suspect that Lord Clarendon 
will be puzzled how to answer the proposition. He 
has, however, got it fairly before him, and I hope 
will treat it less cavalierly than Spain did our offer 
to buy Cuba. 



1S6 IBI8S REBELS AND CAYENNE CONVICTS. 

By tlie time 70a get this, the curtain will be 
lifted from the Presidential ftitnte. Perhaps^ 
indeed, the reeult may ultimately turn upon the 
dectoral vote of CSalifomia* and you may be held in 
aaapenfle for a fortnightu But I hope that you will 
send me a missive as soon as possible, so that I may 
have all the time that can be given for putting my 
house in order. I am perplexed about prolongini; 
or renewing the lease of my legation. If Pennsyl- 
vania shall have proved fiftlse to her vows, I shall 
want to hurry up. 

As I anticipated, the spirited retorts made by the 
Sicilian Absolutist, upon the treatment of Irish 
lebeb and Cayenne oonvicts, have exasperated the 
policy of intervention into something like firmness 
and action. The embassies are to be withdrawn, 
and the squadrons to cruise within hail, though out 
of the Bay I How tenderly is the divine right to 
govern wrong dealt with I 

ODonnell, too^ has taken already the direction 
of my vaticinations; and now even Narvaes is hardly 
servile enough for the reaction I The general 
impressim hoe is that a very glQpmy convulsion is 
at hand in Spain* 

Always truly and respectfully yrs. 
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TO LOSD ELLSajliEEE. 

London, Oetober 26, 1850. 

Mt dbab Lobd Ellbsksrb, 

Mr. AUibone, who is pablishing ** A Critical 
Dictionary of English Literatiue,'* in tiie city of 
Philadelphia, has confided to my care, for trans* 
mission to yon, a specimen volnme cl his work, 
embracing only letters A, B, 0. Itseems to meadml« 
rable in plan, execution, and getting up, and I am 
desirous to hasten its reception by your lordship. 
Shall I send it to Bridgewater House, or is there a 
more direct avenue to you? It is something in 
shape between an octavo and a quarta 

Very sincerely and reqpectiully yrs. 

■ 

P.S. — ^Has your lordship adjudicated the claim of 
Bacon to the authorship of Shakespeare's Flays ? 



TO MS. MABCT. 

London, Oetober 28, 1850. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

The result of the State election in Penn- 
sylvania has just reached us by the Africa. I sup- 
pose it may be r^arded as a conclusive proof of 
the victory that awaits us this day week. It would 
seem that the majority can scarcely be less than 
fifteen, and may be twenty, thousand. This is a nut 
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which the Londim and Pariaian editors must find it 
haidtoGrack. 

Sir Heaiy Holland says he was delighted with 
Hr. Marcy, and I told him that Mr. Marcy was 
equally pleased with Sir Henry. In retnm for your 
kind expressions about him, he begged me not to 
omit conTeying his best respects. 

At last a significant step has been taken in the 
Neapolitan affiur. The French and English lega- 
tions are withdrawn. The movement is accompanied, 
howerer, with so much hesitation, and with arrange- 
ments as to the fleets so opposite to intervention, 
that King Ferdinand must regard it rather as a 
triumph than a hurt The breaking off of diplo- 
matic intercourse is, after all, a blow not very diffi- 
cult to bear. According to European sentiment, 
Bomba may perhaps not relish being eirf by Louis 
Napoleon and Yictoria ; but then, his lair remains 
inviolate ; he can consult bis humour there, and he 
may smile at the ^ \ifviwm fvUmen^ while he stands 
between, and arm in arm with Bussia and Austria. 
This may not be an actual '' fizzle,** but it so 
much resembles one, that it cannot satisfy any 
shade of political party in Parliament Lord Pal- 
merston has either lunged at too distant an aim, or 
has too readily recoiled. Host persons regard the 
ptesent position as neither one thing nor the other 
—ft sham fixr France and a shame for England. 

Talking of a lack of British diplomatio represen- 
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tation at Naples reminds me that 70a labomr at 
Washington under the same deprivation. How do 
you bear it? Have any serious inconveniences 
dereloped themselves? Or do you begin to feel 
that there is a point at which farther delay would 
be uncivil ? Not a whisper on the subject has come 
to my ears. I believe Lord R would like it I 
believe the Duke of N. would like it IbeUeveMr. 
V. would like it I believe Loid H. would like it 
And I feel convinced that Sir G. 0., who married 
a daughter of Oor. Yanness, would like it And 
I am persuaded that either of these gentlemen would 
make himself quite acceptable. But the acid of 
Crampton*s (I beg pardon^ Bit John Crampton's) 
dismJHRal has not yet been neutraliied. 

Always fikithfiilly and respectAilly yrs. 



TO REV. DM. BINNE7. 

24 Portland Plaoe» October 81, 1866. 

Mt dkab Sib, 

I fdlfiUed to the strict letter my promise to 
you about your friend, and have had, for some two 
weeks or more; the response in my pigeon-holes. I 
hoped you might call in from day to day. It re- 
quires verbal explanation. When your engagements 
call you to London, I shall take pleasure in letting 
you see the matter in its real aspect 
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Oonnder Mr, Buohanan elected to the Presidency 
en the 4th of November, by the oTerwhelming defeat 
he gave the adversary in Pennsylvania on the 14th 
inst In my judgment, the indication is nnerriog, 
and makes doubt idle. 

We all renew cor thanks for the kindness and 
frequency of your invitations, and only regret that 
a sort of American ^ manifest destiny " has pre- 
vented a visit to yon or Mr. W. Brown, or half a 
doaen others, whom we long to borthen with our 
presence. 

Having accomplished to the entire satisfaction of 
the American government the adventurous and un* 
promising enterprise which brought me to England, 
namdy, a restoration of amicable relations and feel- 
ings between the two countries, on terms honourable 
to both (a result which the fidmess, frankness, and 
ability of Lord Clarendon reached directly and 
promptly) I am ready to resume my niche of 
obscurity at home, be our new President whom he 
may. Indeed, I begin to doubt whether I can 
consent to probng my representative residence at a 
Gourt which does not esteem my doing so worth 
rectpiocating. This you may consider democratic 
pride. Perhaps it is so. We are excessively touchy, 
I own, at anything construed to imply a slight from 
an aristocracy whose principles of personal or poli- 
tical conduct we do not perfectly understand. In 
tiie United States^ the humblest dtiien would deem 
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it a sacrifioe of aelf-reepect to stop at a house who6e 
owner notoriously deelined retaining the aocial 
compliDient. I am only, <tf ooorBe, illustrating the 
poUtical attitude of the two nations (not referring 
to private life) and to explain to you why and how 
it may be that my ** continuance here may in no 
measure whatever depend upon the Presidential 
election/' A long story you will say^.in answer to 
a single phrase. 

Always faithfully and reqpectftdly yrs. 



TO MR. MABCT. 

London, November 4, 1866. 

Mt dkab Sib, 

Our last accounts of the State election in 
Pennsylvania on the 4th of October, have created 
here a universal conviction that the democrats must 
succeed in the struggle of Uhday. Even the in« 
veterately anti-American and anti-slaveiy news- 
papers (Ttmef, Posf, Advertiier^ QUbe) are beginning 
to hedge, and admit that England can get along 
without a quarrel, let who may be President People 
are wise who accommodate themselves to a relation 
they cannot avoid. 

The great alliance is loosening. Something on 
this score is due to the insinuating diplomacy of 
Bussia, which began immediately on the meeting of 
the Peace Congress in Paris; something to the 
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nndeiHnimnt of oontemptaous remark in which the 
French indulge against the military capacity of their 
JSng^h Crimean heroes ; something to the unayoid- 
able diversitj of sentiment and policy as to the 
Principalities; something to the manifestly incon* 
sistent attitude of the absolutist of 2nd December, 
with thousands banished and perishing in Cayenne, 
towards his disciple Bomba ; bat more than either, 
or perhaps than all of these, will be due to the 
Napoleonic warning, given in the Moniiewr^ to the 
ealumnioos British press. Louis Napoleon put his 
hand, by this, literally into the b'on*s mouth, and the 
lion has been chafing^ chewing, and biting ever riace. 
That which touches the quick of the imperial sensi- 
bilities is the incontestably true charge of fraudulent 
speculation in the public fhnds. Private and personal 
aberrations may be imputed by wholesale and be 
disregarded, because in these regions of civilisation 
such matters are turned into mere amusing jg;08sip ; 
but to swindle the masses, and espetdally **1m 
ammmtt^ by tricks in stocks, to become in office 
suddenly rich in this way, endangers the throne 
even with the army. Such an act must not be 
ehaiged, if the alliance is to be continued. It is 
committed, but it must be concealed and indignantly 
denied. The spirit with which the editors con« 
front the hnperial sodding is worthy of all praise. 
I had cut out for p re s e rv a tion a fine specimen of this 
manliness and ability combined; but I will send it to 
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yoa with this^ as worthy to fill up an idle moment 
at your fireside. 

London is refilling. Many of my oolleagnes are 
back. Dinners are banning. Bat the fall tide 
comes only with the Coart and Parliament in 
Febroary. 

The Merrimao left Soothampton three days ago^ 
and without my being able to visit her. She was 
most hospitably entertained daring all her stay. 

I have not a scrap on hand worthy of an official 
despatch, and I dare say yoa have not failed to detect 
that this scrawl is more marked by a determination 
to write something than by a superfloity <tf matter. 

My best compliments to yoor family. 

Very fiuthAiUy and respectfolly yz&^ 



TO MB. EVERETT. 

Loodooy Kovember 4^ 1866. 

Mt deab Sib, 

** Tlie Uses of Astronomy ** reached me yester- 
day morning ; and I read it last night with such real 
delight that I cannot restrain the wish to thank yoa 
most warmly for having sent it Nothing has given 
me the same p],^asare, since year refosali as Secretary 
of State, to enter into the tripartite guaranty of Cuba 
to Spain. I cannot speak of year lecture on Wash- 
ington, of which I have heard a great deal, but as 
yet have met no copy. 



lii LOBB PALMEE8T0N. 

Yon have many aident as well as distinguished 
finends here, who speak with pride of haying known 
yon intimately. 

Always fieuthfully and thankfully 

Your sincere friend* 



TO MS. 

LondoDy KoTember 7, 1856. 
Ht DfiAB SlB, 

The Washington, which quitted Southampton 
the day before yesterday, and by which I intended 
to send letters, was given up at Mr. Miller's sug- 
gestion cl her being a laggard in movement, and her 
mail reserved for the Niagara of to>moROw. I am, 
tlierefore, able to send you two newspaper cuttings, 
which you may find worthy special notice. 

Lord Polmeiston's speeches at Manchester are in 
place of what he might say in the House of Commons, 
were Parliament in session. I have invited your eye 
to certain passages by marks. They will attract 
attention. One of my diplomatic colleagues had with 
me a short conversation, whose bearings on two 
points may make it not wholly unworthy of repetition 
to you. 

O. This is a very strange administrati<m I 

D. Why do you think so^ Baron? 

0. They are not harmonious :--*they don't agree 
among themselves. 
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D. I can't perceive that : at least they hide their 
differences from the public 

C. Well, I will illustrate. I had, two days ago, a 
long interriew with Lord Palmerston, in the course 
of which I told him I could not understand the policy 
of the cabinet about the Principalities. He said it 
was very plain and very direct No, I replied, you 
are for preventing their union. Certainly, he 
observed, you are right there. But why? I re- 
marked; their union would undoubtedly augment 
their power and prosperity. Perhaps so, said he; 
but then. Baron, our wish is to keep them weak and 
to increase the powers of Turkey. Hon Dieut I 
exclaimed, that is not the idea of Lord CSlarendon ; 
his opinion is different Very possibly, he replied ; 
if Lord Clarendon has expressed to you a contrary 
view, it is his own private one : it is not that of the 
ministry. We have always entertained the policy I 
have avowed. The Principalities must remain feeble 
by being kept apart In that way only can they be 
kept under the influence of Turkey and be a barrier 
against Russia. Consolidate their strength, and the 
Sultan would soon find them, under the magic of 
Russian diplomacy, ready to join the Cxar in driving 
him out of Constantinople. Lord Clarendon has his 
own notions : but we have ours. 

How odd these contradictoiy sentiments 1 and for 
the Premier to say Poohl poohl to the words of the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs I 

▼OL. I. L 
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« 
D. Well, Baron, do you talk again to Lord 

darendoD, and you may discover that he has modified 
his opinions* and brought them to hannoniae with 
those of Lord Palmerston. 

This question as to the nnion of the Dannbian 
Princqpalities has greater depth and importance in its 
speculative futurity and in its immediate effects, than 
may at first be supposed. It is vastly interesting as 
bearing upon the relations hereafter to exist between 
Bussia and the rest of Europe. But its present 
operation in producing a disagreement on a great 
principle between France and England, and tending 
to end the alliance in angry quarrel, cannot be over- 
rated. The statesmen, politicians, and press of both 
countries are already by the ears in relation to it 
It is more fbndamental than the disputes about the 
Ide of Serpents, or the two Belgrods, or the Finland 
fartifloations. There would seem to spring out of it 
at once, a new arrangement of European alliances : 
Great Britain, Austria, and Turkey antagonistic to' 
France^ Bussia, and Prussia. The languor of the 
movement against Naples is a premonitory symptom. 
Always fidthfully and respectfully yrs. 



TO MB. EDWARDS. ^ 

24 Portkad PUoe, Kofvmber 11, 1856. 
I oonSne myself strictly to your inquiries : 
L The Electors of a President of the United 
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States are, by an Act of CongieflB of the Istof ICaich, 
1792, ^ appointed in each Btate,** and are in number 
equal to the nomber of Senators and Bepreeentatiyes 
to which each State is entitled by kw. 

Except in South Carolina^ the appainimml by the 
State is made through the agency of a popular 
election^ within 84 days preceding the first Wednesday 
in December. 

The election in each State is conducted under 
State Regulations and officers ; its result is certified 
to the State Executive; and that State Executiye, 
by proclamation, makes the result known, and by 
communication to the elected. 

2. The Electors, thus (^dally notified, are by law 
directed to meet wherever the Legislature of the 
State may appoint^ and give their votes by ballot 
for a President and Vice-President, on the first 
Wednesday of December. 

On meeting, they select their own presiding 
officer ; they sign and seal ihrm cerHJieaies of all the 
votes by them given; they send one of these 
certificates, by an office of their own choice 
(generally one of the electors), to the President of 
the U. S. Senate, one other they transmit to the 
same person by the Post Office, and the third they 
deliver to the Judge of the United States of the 
District in which they meet. 

3. On the second Wednesday in February, both 
Houses of Congress assemble in Convention, the 
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PteBideiit of tihe Senate presiding; the oertificates 
transmitted firom the sereral electoral colleges are 
opened, the votes counted, and the p^nons elected 
ascertained and declared 

4. It on opening the certificates and counting the 
▼otes it appean that no person has received a 
majority of the whole nnmber, then the House of 
Bepresentatives alone jnoceeds immediately to choose 
by ballot, oat <rf the three highest in votes on the 
list, the President : — and in making this choice, the 
votes are taken by States, each State having one vote. 
If the House iiidl to choose before the 4th of March 
then next following, the yice-Fk:esident enten upon 
the office, as in the case of the death of the IVesident 

So as to the election of the Vice-President ; only, 
that, if the certificates of the electoral votes do not 
show a majority for any one, the Senate (not the 
Hioose) choose the officer, and may choose im- 
mediately, without waiting the result of the pro- 
ceedings in the Horie as to the FMsident 

BespectfiiUy yrs. 



TO MR CHILDS. 

London, Korember 12, 1856. 
My DEAR So, 

I am extremely obliged to you for your kind 
and interssting letters. In this, a sort of exile, they 
comfbrt and eheer me greatly. 



DJ2. KANE. 149 



Your last spoke of Mr, T. Bacbanan Bead, and of 
your wish that he should paint two portraits for you. 
I gare him a strong introdoctory letter to Lady 
Franklin^ and enclose her reply. 

Dr. Kane has left here, and is perhaps in Paris ; 
bat» continuing quite unwell and feeble, he was un- 
determined whether to go to Algeria or Cuba, and I 
sent him such letters as I thought might serve him 
at either place* His book has girenas much delight 
here as with you. A thousand oongratulations on its 
merited success. 

Very faithfully yrs. 



TO JUDGE KANE. 

London, Norsmbor 18, 1866u 

Mt deab Judge, 

I am afraid you hare reason to complain of 
my not writing to let Mrs. Kane know of the Doctor's 
arrival here and of the state of his health. The 
truth is,I waited from day to day, to see him improve 
in strength, and thought more of him than of you. 

He soon made up his mind that the climate was 
unfavourable, and hastened over to France; un- 
determined whether to go to Algiers, or to recross 
the Atlantic and winter in Cuba. I made him 
promise me a line from each resting-place as he 
proceeded, but have not heard from him since he 
left. 
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Of 000x869 he was leceiTed here with open anns. 
His book 18 rapidly dicnlating and girea delight to 
erery one. The revieweis and critics will begin their 
notieesas soon as they hare had time to digest it 
If they prove to be what they onght to be, I will nse 
the scissors and send them. Enclosed is a slip 
respecting the proceeding of the Royal Geographical 
Society at their meeting three days aga 

We wait on tiptoe, expecting to hear of the Africa, 
on Saturday at Sunday, the 15th or ISth, what you 
did with the Presidency on the 4th instant No 
donbt howoTer, is entertained that onr noble Party 
has carried 21 out of the 81 States. 

P^resent me most warmly to all yoor fJEunily. 

Always fidthfnlly yrs. 



TO COL. L. 

London, November 14, 1856. 

Mt dzajbl Colonxl^. 

Judge Jones writes me word that you are 
suffering under the apprehension of a domestic _ 
deprivation. I sympathize with you too warmly to 
refridn from writing, though I am generally un- 
willing to draw your thoughts away from professional 
business. Consolation it would be idle in me to 
attempt Such calamities admit of none. Time, in 
its action upon a Christian spirit administers the 
only balm. You and Mrs. L. hare been sorely tried. 
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and may have dark dajt still to enooantery but I 
fervently hope you will paas through them with 
sentiinents of sabmiBsion, rengnation, and finnness. 
Bach is my sincere prayer. 

Since effecting all tKat my most heated ambition 
could desire in this sphere of public service^ I have 
indulged in meditations somewhat selfish. Such 
iS| perhaps, the anavoidaUe consequence of too 
much delusion as to the direction we seduce our- 
selves to take by calling it^ ** devotion to one's 
country/* After all, no individual person is wanted ; 
if he abstain or withdraw, others by wholesale are 
ready to undertake and to execute any duty. We 
are taught this truth by a slow experience, too late 
to avoid the pitfalls of buoyant and blind patriotisuL 
Perhaps, indeed, after being taught^ the habit of 
risking every sacrifice in order to do some supposed 
service, would still work on. Is it not wiser and 
more virtuous to take care of one's own feimily and 
old age, leaving the general weal to others^ unless 
Providence has placed you beyond the reach of want? 
It is easy, and it must be delightful for a rich man 
to be patriotic; but when a poor one becomes 
absorbed in his country's affairs, he really naught 
enriches it, and only paves the way for his own 
" Vanity, Vanity, and Vexation I** 

We anticipate hearing to-morrow, or the day after, 
the grand finale of the Presidential chorus of the 
4th instant We do not doubt, as we ardently pray, 
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that our glorious Union may be again sared by onr 
glorioiis democracy. 

I xemain as oyer, my dear Colonel, 

Tonr friend faithfully. 



TO MR. MAROY. 

LcndoD, Norember 14, 1866. 

Mt DXiLB Sib, 

I don't know how better to dispose of the 
accompanying grandiloquent petition from Corfa, 
than by sending it for adjodication to you. There 
may possibly be some reason in what the man says 
as to our vessels ont there wanting a consulate. 

I inadyertenily omitted in my last calling your 
attention to the tdjai that Lord Palmerston, in his 
recent speech at liverpool, almost entirely gare in 
to your proposed addition to the anathema against 
nirateering. He makes it a mere question of time, 
and seems to expect the time to be at hand. We 
are certainly on the confines of the Millennium. I 
enclose my slip. 

In the Be^Mtch Bag of to-day I send a somewhat 
formidable-looking document addressed to the care 
of Senator A. 6. Brown. It should be made to pay 
toll:— that i% I think it an article of such authenticity/ 
deamess^ and force, that it should be examined by 
Mr. Outhrie before leaving Washington. It is a 
Paper read by Mi: J. T. Danson at a meeting of the 
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British AsBodatioD for the AdTancement of Sdeiioe 
on ** The Connection of American SlaTerj with the 
British Mannfactare of Cotton.'* Not being in prints 
I requested a manuscript copy, and it has been most 
kindly furnished. Perhaps Mr. Brown might feel 
himself authorized, under the circumstances, to let 
the paper be read as it passes on its way to his 
constituent of Mississippi^ Mr. John F. H, Claiborne : 
perhaps not, and if not, I must try to get another 
copy. 

Appearances in Paris are getting worse and worse. 
A financial panic seems inevitable. The Bank 
broods over a suspension of specie payments, and its 
chief directors insist upon its necessity. Napoleon 
remains firm against the measure. Scarcity, hoard- 
ings high rents, placards, stock-gambling, and fright* 
ful licentiousness will, I think, soon give him an 
opportunity to prove the superiority of his arrange* 
ments over those of Louis Philippe to repress a move- 
ment of barricades. He has warily worked in 
advance, and under pretence of adorning beautiful 
Paris with perspective rows and colonnades ^long 
drawn out^*" has opened for his artillery arenues into 
all the mutinous districts. He is beyond the reach 
of anything but assassination, and that he in a 
measure defies, for I am told that metallic under- 
clothing does for him what was done for Achilles by 
the water of the Styx; — ^makes him bullet-proof. 
To be sure, one of these days, the army may desert 
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him, and theot of ooone, down he goes. But no 
symptom of that yet 

The lest reoeiTed <rf oor newspapers led me. to 
eipect the Besohite at an early day. 

King Bomba, after laughing at his sulking and 
quitting goesti^ is getting more giadoqiBi and the 
** complication *' may be esteemed at an end. 

Yon are all now in the bnsde preliminary to a 
ssssioii, and I ought to be ashamed of itus twaddling 
mtmsion. 

Always respectfully and truly yrs. 



TO MR. MARCY. 

Loodon, Navvnber 21, 1856. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

Your dsQMttch No. 87, and prirate letter, 
both of 7th Norember, haye just arrired by the 
Atlantic. 

I am at a loss to fix the precise clause of the Con- 
yentioo in which you think a derieal mistake has 
been made in using the word " m^&m ** instead of the 
word ** wUhauV* If you allude to the preliminary 
declaration of Art 4, you will on farther examination 
perceiye that every inch of territory cutside of the 
lesenration, or ''not Uuluied wUhin it!* south of the 
Segoria, is recognised as Nicaragua's. If you go 
north of the Begoria, you get into Honduras. How- 
erer, I await your promised more formal explanation 
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of this matter; althongh unable to see anywhere in 
the document a place in which it is poesibley without 
destroying the sense, to substitute ^noitTuml^ for 

There has been a rapid series of Cabinet Coundls 
in Downing Street, and they are still going on. 
Quidnuncs speculate in vain on their objects. They 
may relate to foreign embroglios ; or to projects of 
domestic reform; or to changes in their own 
personnel. There is a talk about exiling Lord John 
Bussell into the House of Peers. Several judicial 
and episcopal vacancies have had to be filled. After 
all, I suspect that these frequent consultations are 
ascribable to the ticklish position of the alliance 
with France rather than to any other single cause. 

The first Monday in December will have arrived a 
day or two before this reaches you ; and as the steamer 
Niagara quits Boston on the 3rd,I hope you may not 
have omitted to direct me to be supplied by her with 
the Message, and any other documents on hand. 

Frauds and murders are the order of the day in 
these realms. They throw our wickedness com* 
pletely in the shade. It is gravely mooted whether 
the revolver and the bowie-knife, those much vilified 
Wtopons, ought not to be carried by every honest 
and peaceable Englishman to protect his life. 

London is fiist refilling from the Counties and the 
Continent 

Always fiuthfully yrs. 
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TO MB. MILES. 

London, Norember 269 1856. 

Mt DBAS Sib, 

Your kind letter, which drcumstances pre- 
vented my answering sooner, has left a very strong 
impression npon my mind Its incidents and senti- 
ments cannot fail to be always and warmly 
lemembered. 

I do not know how long my stay in Europe may 
be protracted. Apart from the oonsoionsness that I 
am not altogether now my own master, either to 
qnit or to remain, I feel in doubt as to what, in a 
domestic point of view, it would be expedient to do. 
The public objects which were aimed at in coming 
are attained; my diplomatic job is finished; and, as 
I am somewhat insensible to the attractions of an 
idle post, and perfectly content with private life, the 
idea of resuming my Walnut Street home not 
nnfirequently becomes persaasive. 

The distractions which, at this distance, appeared 
to conTulse our country, ever since the Presidential 
nominations, hare awakened within me sad and 
serioos anxiety as to the fate to which we may be 
destined. This irightfiil sectionalism, dividing us 
into North and South, giving to the former the power 
of population and of fiuiatical flerctoess, and to the 
latter the strength of constitutional right and of 
social aeoe«ity, presents an aspect of things which 
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would seem, for the purpose of rescue and safety, 
almost to demand the interposition of Proyidence. 
How else is this Bed Sea to be trarersed ? Where 
is the wisdom, where the self-sacrificing patriotism, 
the broad honour, and continental nationality of 1787 
and 1789 ? I hare never underrated the capacity of 
the President elect, and feel assured that the 
instincts of his high position will rally for his cabinet 
the ablest and truest men whose seryices he can 
command. What I fear is, that no one will 
appreciate the imminence of the danger, no one will 
disengage himself from the sweeping torrent of the 
present and strike out boldly for the future, no one 
will sink the rictory of the day in calm and laborious 
efforts to prepare the regeneration of fraternity in 
I860. The two sections must not be permitted to 
drill their respective forces for four years, and then 
confront each other for a definitive fight : (hat would 
be to risk our existence as a nation upon an issue of 
uncertain result To such a pass matters should not 
be allowed to go : — ^the whole term of Mr, Buchanan 
would be wisely expended in rendering sectionalism 
impossible at its expiration. 

This subject goes deeper into my feelings, owii^ 
to my being in the midst of those who show a 
profound incapacity to undentand the federative 
structure of our government, and who keenly set on 
their Press, their Pulpits, their lecturers, their 
speakers, their novelists, their poets, and their 
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hiBtotiaiui to piodnoe an oyerpowering chonu for the 
gubYenioa of a Oonatitatioa which shelteni the 
Soathem form of Afirican labour fifom their cnuadd. 
Our Conatitational democracy, if un§&ii<malia$i^ ib 
our only means of baffling them. 

I am quite cariona to know the effecta^ actual or 
anticipated, of the new order of things. This curiosity 
is not, indeed, confined to myselt Inquiries are 
constantly made as to the probable course of our new 
chief magistrate: and before his inauguration we 
shall probably haTe his whole future shadowed out 
in parliamentary speeches, editorial leaders, and 
political dissertations all over Europe. That great 
Western Bepublic is, just now, a mighty ^*J6hn 
JSnim** in the eyes of the world. 

Bemember me to Judge Jones^ Phillips, IL C, 
CoL Page^ OoL Lee^ eta — ^indeed, to all whom you 
know I Talue as generous friends. Present me 
especially . to Hn. Miles and your boy, also to your 
bfoiher, and beUere me . . 

Faithftdly and sincerely yrs. 



TO MB, MAROY. 

London, NortmlMr 88, 1860. 

MtbbabSib, 

After sending off my last somewhat hurried 
note^ I resumed my search for your^derical error** 
in the Oonrention and found it (I), after passing it 
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oyer twice, larking in the tail of a word, and oonsti- 
tating the well-recognized difference, both phyaically 
and politically of otrf and in. When once detected, 
it is 80 obvious that yon can see nothing eLse: like 
the cast in a man's eye. Two queries : — ^how did so 
palpable a mistake occur? and how pat it right? 
Your instruction is faultless and clear, and the wrong 
termination must have been committed by myself in 
copying from your original on to a separate paper 
for the benefit of the final draftsman of the Conven- 
tion. Once crept into the text, it is of that 
attenuated and subtle character (like a particle of 
rust upon a needle's point, or of dust upon the glass 
of your spectacles, both excessively obstructive and 
subversive) which is readily overlooked. As to its 
remedy : the fbger once upon it, unlike the Irish- 
man's flea, it cannot escape, and I should presume 
the Senate's Committee would, in briefly reporting a 
verbal amendment^ yield to a natural desire of 
changing owl into in. But be this as it may, I will 
lose no time in seeing Lord Clarendon, and in 
devising such form of rectification as may be deemed 
best Perhaps a joint recognition of the slip of the 
pen, with a joint request to icratch out and write in, 
pijor to final ** advice and consent," would put yoa in 
complete command of the complication. 

The American ultimatum about Privateering is 
winning its way*. I must confess that, although the 
general principle is sound and philanthropic, I do 
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not think we have yet reached that point of naval 
power whioh wonid justify onr abandoning the great 
private means of pablic defence for any considera- 
tion whatever: and I am a little apprehensive that 
the Paris Congress, if it convene again, may take . 
yon at yonr offer* Lord Palmerston at Liverpool 
avowed a decided leaning in that way: and Mr. 
Cobden is out with a letter to the same effect 
As you may otherwise not see this last promptly, I . 
send yon my slip cut from the Ohbe of yesterday. 

Onr excellent friend the Earl of Ellesmere is 
labouring under a fierce and protracted attack of 
gout 

Suppose you add to tlie list of those whom I have 
heretofore reported as probably ambitious of repre* 
smting the Queen in the White House *' The Man 
with the White Hat,** now Sir Charles Elliott, Bear^ 
Admindf etc. I met him at the Ptemier^s last 
nighty and his exceeding amiability and politeness 
led me to do^ what Dr. Dablancour would not do^ «.«. 
''smell a rat** He was slightly disconcerted when I 
reminded him, jocosely, of the sobriqoet he achieved 
in the United States. He is the only candidate, if - 
candidate at all, whose welcome I should doubt ^— 
and yet he may be inpeUo for us. 

Always faithfully and respectfully yrs.^ 
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TO MR MAR07. 

LondoDy November 28» 1866L 

Mt dxab Sib, 

The Auitrian minister has requested me to 
forward a package addressed to the Imperial and 
Boyal Legation of Austria at Washington. It is 
the Extradition Treaty recently executed between 
the Plenipotentiaries of the two.goyemments^ and 
the time within which it must be ratified is rapidly 
running short 

I have just got back from the F. 0^ where I 
9orciehed <mt and fifd ii^ 9sA then drafted the note 
to you which I now send. Not a moment lefk 

Always respectfully and fidthfully yrs. 



TO LORD BHBLBURNS. 

LoDdoHi Novmnber 29, ISSS. 

Mt deab Lobd Shslbubkx, 

It may be observed that in the whole Treaty 
there is but one UtUr D, and that in Article 4. Our 
former missiTe of authorization to Mr, Maroy was 
not susceptible of misapplication, although, pursuing 
the erroneous description made by Mr, Marcy 
himself, it referred to No. 8 instead of Na 4. Still, 
after your lordship left me» I thought it best that 
every doubt upon the subject should be relieved. 
I beg you to accept my apologies for the trouble 

VOL. I. M 
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'" thk inadTeitenoe has oocanoned, and my asBiuanoe 
of high respeet . 

Very truly yoor obedient servant 



TO ME. MAECT. 

London, Deonnber 1, 1856. 

Ut dxab Sib, 

The joint request that yon wonld correct the 
''clerical error ** in the Treaty, was forwarded in * 
mnch Iiaste, and very near losing the post^ on the 
26th Korember by the Atlantia 

Availing myself of the first leisnre moment I re* 
examined the verbal irregolarities, and lo I hxm is 
another* not in the treaty itself bnt in onr united 
antluraation to yon ; really nnimportanti bat still 
fit to be absolutely righted. 

I had carried with meto the F. 0» your despatch 
No. 81, to give to Lord Clarendon ocular demon- 
stration, by showing a single sentence, that the 
''clerical error** had been mine, not yours : for your 
original contained the word ^^wiOund** which, for 
purposes of engrossment, I had turned into " wihin^-^' 
Weill in drafting the paper to you to put this word 
with its proper ultimate, it was necessary to describe 
the hem mi quo of the mistake in the treaty, and 
inevitably and naturally your description in No. 31, 
""AH, 4, UTo. 8, MsrD** ("staring one in the face 
with lapid strides "),waa adopted. 
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Now, there ezisto in the treaty but one Art. 4^ 
and in that Art 4 bat one UtUr D: in truth there 
18 not in the whole docoment another leUer D: to 
misapply the description was therefore impossible; 
but the description is inexact, and the Tindication of 
positive truth is a part of the duty (is it not?) of 
every genuine diplomatist 

Hence, you will perceive that the enclosed paper 
is simply and strictly a copy or repetition, designed 
as a substitute, of the one transmitted by the 
Atlantic^ only the breastwork numeral 8 being 
made to yield to the pressure of numeral 4 1 Fiai 
Justitia ! 

You will perceive by the newspapers that Parlia- 
ment, again prorogued, is to meet on the 3rd of 
February next ^ for the despatch of business.'* Her 
Majesty's consideration for posterity will probably 
prevent her engaging in the solemnities of the 
occasion. 

I have at last some reason to think that the 
ministry meditate sending, early, if not immediately, 
a representative to Washington. I refrain, however, 
until sometliing more definitive and explicit takes 
place. To me, Mr. Villiers appears the prominent 
and ^ coming man.** He is not, however, in perfect 
health, and may shrink from the effects of an 
Atlantic voyage. 

In conversation with the Prussian mim*ster here^ I 
could perceive that he had recently had his attention 
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called by his goremment to the Abolition of 
Pkimtoering qQestion. I explained at large, and he 
•eemed to approve* the Tiews and final offer of the 
United States. I let him have, too, a copy of your 
letter to Mr. Sartigee. Coont Bemstorff was at St 
Petersburg during my mission there in 1837-89. 
He is a loyal^ amiable^ and attractive gentieman, 
mspiring confidence, but dow in exhibiting Intel- 
ligenoe. Speaking of mitigating tho calamities of 
war, by treaty stipulations, or by propounding^ as at 
Parish new articles of the laws of nations, he told me 
that I could form no idea of the depth of ill-will 
which this government had inspired by its military 
conduct in the Baltic and Blac^ Seas^ especially at 
Eertch and Odessa. The sentiment pervaded ,all 
Germany, if not all Europe. 

Always faithfully and respectfully yrs. 



TO MONS. MABCOLETA. 

Lon d on, Doocnbor 1, 1856. 

Mr DBAB Sib, 

Your letter of the 25th November has been^ 
received. Having very littie &iih in the utility of 
diplomatic secrecy in a case like the one to which 
your inquiries are directed, I should probably not 
hesitate to answer you fully in conversation. But 
the whole matter, accomplished and I believe entirely 
Improved by the President^ is in the hands of Mr. 
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Marc7» *^^^ ™^7 ^ sabmitted to the Senate in a few 
days. I prefer, nnder these cJrcmnstancfls, to abstain 
Irom putting on paper anything upon the subjeot 
Allow me, howerer, generally to say that as jEar as 
respects Nicaragua, nothing, if I remember aright^ 
has been done or proposed' which you have not| 
heretoforet as her representative, sanctioned. 

I entirely agree with year sentiment as to Mr. 
Harcy. On my own score, having done the only 
business that induced me to come here, I am ready, 
at a hint, or moment's warning, to resume the 
private Ufe which at my age is so much more 
desirable than the most glittering public employments 

With profound respects to Madame Mareoleta, 
I have the honour to be veiy truly yrs. 



TO MR. MARC7. 

Loodon, Beoember 6, 1866. 

DxabSib, 

I wrote by the Hermann three days ago, 
though it is probable the present steamer will over- 
take hen 

Whfit I surmised in my note of the let instant 
turns out to be reality. I met Lord Clarendon at 
the Braadlian minister's dinner on the evening of the 
Snd (his sovereign's fUte day), and in the course of 
conversation, apart £rom other guests, he suddenly 
referred to some fi>rmer chit-chat we had had, and 
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Mid, "We shall send a minister to Washington 
without delay ; we shan't wait the incoming of the 
new administration.'' I qnietly ezinessed my grati- 
fication, but forbore further remark, I received no 
hint as to the perBon. His manner, and other 
'dnmmstanoes^ impress upon me the conyictipn that 
the choice has been made^ and that her Majesty's 
representatiTe will be with yon almost as soon as 
this letter. I perfectly well know, but deem it inex- 
pedient and unnecessary to pot on paper, the reason 
for this sudden ministerial decision. It has no 
relation whaterer to the yet unarrired Resolute; 
none to the President elect I hope they will, send 
the right man. Of course^ I most scrupulously 
SToid the indelicacy and impertinence of intimating 
a preference. 

All your summer yisitors from this country, Lowe, 
Holland, Delano, etc, haye returned, loudly ex- 
pressing their delight. The 3Vm«t, under the in- 
fluence of the last, is becoming almost fair and 
eulogistia In a little while, a run to ^the States " 
will supersede, with the rich and fashionable^ the too__ 
crowded and Tulgar, because close at hand, salons of 
Baden-Baden. Yesterday the TintM published the 
best description of Niagara Falls and rirer I have 
4^w road, from their conespondenti M r^ Fumore. 

Very fiathfblly and respectfully yrs» 
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TO ME. J. T. MASON. 

Loodoiiv Deoembff a, 1866L 

Mr i>EAB Sib, 

Yoar letter of the 6tk reached me this 
morning, and I hasten to answer it, though, owing 
to an inflamed eye, with the aid of one of my privaie 
secretaries. 

Mr. Maroy has giren me no official instnietions 
npon the subject to which yon refer. He sent me 
very early a copy of his admirable letter to Mr. 
Sartiges; and I caused it to be immediately pub- 
lished in the London newspapers^ under a profound 
couTiction that it was yastly too important to be hid 
under the bushel of diplomacy. In his priyate 
letter, he left me at discretion to do this, saying 
that the British goremment not having addressed 
ours upon the subject at all, he did not wish me to 
open the matter to either of the Lords Palmerston 
or (ISarendon, but only, in case I was spoken to 
about it, to he prepared to state the President's 
views. I have carefully conformed to this idea: 
and perhaps you will agree with me, now that I 
have stated it, that I had better not depart from it 

I had occasion, some week or two ago, in a private 
letter, to fix Mr. Marcy*s attention on the very 
manly and liberal language uttered by Lord, 
Palmerston at Liverpool; and I then ventured 
slightiy to regret the ofiSer of our government, and 
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to fear that it would be accepted by the reassembled 
Oongreas at Paris. The qualified abolition of 
priTateeriiig, that is, the exemption of privater 
properqr on the high seas from seizure by pnblic - 
armed Tessels» is nndonbtedly a great improvement 
upon the bald and naked proposition of the Parisian 
Conference : bat I do not think mys^ that we hare 
yet attained that point of national power which 
renders it expedient to yield the right of prirateering 
npon any consideration whatever. If the navies of 
England and France combined, or the fleets of 
England alonoi are to be relieved from the necessity 
of dispersion, in order to convoy and protect their 
commerce^ there is not a point of oar immense coast . 
on which they conld not land any amount of force 
which they might deem necessary in order to 
conntenance servfle insorrection or separate the 
States. The danger of such a thing may be distant, 
and on oor own soil I should hope we could get the 
better of any alliance : but I must confess that, until 
by the vast increase of our national naval armament 

we become more equal antagonists in the naii<mal 

dml, I should prefer not to diminish the difficulties 
of our invasion. 

PoUio belligerent force is our weak point : whether 
it be traceable to the nature of our institutions, or an 
unguarded poliey: this is perfectly well known to 
the statesmen of Europe, and when to this are 
added ^KwiaAintt sectional animo ffft ^ f fi should thev 
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oonceire the projeoti as they may, of assimflating or 
subordinating the Weatem te the Eastern Con- 
tinent, ooold anything he more flattering to their 
hopes than the &ot of our having Tolnntarily 
enabled them to swallow at a single gulp onr 
oomparatiyely little navy and army ? 

I beg pardon for saying so much, although I conld 
add a great deal more. Too much philanthropy is 
the vice of the age. The Absolutists despair of their 
millennium, unless they can somehow get the better 
of American pecnliaritiei. 

Always faithfully and respectfully yrs. 



TO MS. MAROr. 

LoodoDf December 12. 1866. 

Mt DXiLB Sib, 

Accept my thanks for your private note of 
the 24th ult I can very well realize the business 
oppression to which yoti are all now liable, and to 
which yon especially, in maintaining the reputation 
achieved within tho last two years, are forced to 
submit. Tou roust not suppose me so inconsiderate 
as to expect punctual replies to the private letters I 
write. I am quite satisfied in believing that they 
tend to keep you familiarly acquainted with political 
incidents and prospects, and the general tone of ^ 
feeling prevalent here. 
The Besdute has been in the newspapers for 
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some days past Of oonrae not haying heard from 
yon anything upon the 8abject» I can only speak of 
her departoie and destination, in ordinary con^ 
Tenation, as they aie represented in the American 
jooznals recently reoeiyed. It is obyioiis that a 
disposition exists to regard the restoration of the 
alleged derelict (though in &ct and in law no 
derelict at all) as something yery extraordinary and 
handsome. Preparations to receiye her are being 
made by the scientifio sympathisers with her Arctic 
exploration, and her oflBcers will, on reaching Ports- 
month, find themselyes objects of all sorts of public 
feasting and welcoma It is possible, howeyerrthat 
the continued stay in the country of the chiefs of the 
departments at this season of the year, may depriye 
the manifestation of its more formal oflSciality. It is 
somewhat agreeable (in a way you will understand) 
that the determination to send a successor to Mr. 
Crampton, which I communicated a week ago, was 
announced before the news of the sailing of the 
Besolute had reached here^ and without any re- 
ference to it whateyer. - 

I haye felt restrained, by a paragraph in your 
priyate letter of the 4th of August last, from opening 
to Lord Clarendon the yiews of the President on the 
Abolitaon of Priyateering. Great Britain has in no 
respeoti direetiy or indirectiy, imitated the example 
of the other powers who constituted the Congress of 
Paris^ in consulting upon this subject the sentiments 
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of the United States. She has maintained per^ 
seyeringly and no doubt intentionally strict silenoa 
I am a little at a loss how exactly to regard this; 
bat on the whole take it to indicate a oonsdonsness 
that the proposition originated with her, and is 
thought to betray no friendly purpose. Be this, 
however, as it may, while she abstains from inter- 
course in relation to it, I presume I am bound to 
remain aloof. Oircumstances hare given me the 
impression (I believe I have heretofore referred to 
some of them) that your amendment will prevail, 
if the Oonference reassembles, an event not yet 
obioluidy certain. Quere? would it be prudent, in 
advance, to have the entire programme of change in 
maritime law sanctioned by a resolution of the 
Senate? It is best to keep in mind that this Parisian 
Congress has not the character of a permanent body* 
and may be persuaded to doubt whether your 
amendment is not of uncertain result, or deficient in 
the full and definite constitutional obligation. Sudi 
a doubt might be advantageously played upon by 
those who affect to understand the structure of our 
government, reasoning with Prussia, Austria, Turkey, 
Bussia, France, or even Sardinia. I ought to beg 
*pardon for presumptuously poaching on Mr. Mason's 
preserve. 

Ghreat interest is felt to ascertain what you propose 
doing to maintain inviolate the security of the Pa- 
nama route. I do not believe that any disposition 
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pterails to adopt the newspaper dang, and to be 
nneaqr about your cautionary measures in that 
quarter. The necessity of doing something is frankly 
admitted : and if what you do be in the interest of 
general oommeroe, you will not be quarrelled with 
should you hold a tight rein oyer that inefficient^ 
though possibly weU-meaning, State of Granada. 

I send you, more as a curiosity than anything 
else, a copy of two memorials addressed to the 
Congress of the United States, and which I was 
requested, in all form, to transmit to the proper 
official authorities. It emanates from a self-con- 
stituted CSommittee at bheffield, who haye kindly 
undertaken the management of Foreign Affairs and 
the control of diplomacy everywhere. The felicitous 
ease with which they impute treason to the func- 
tionaries of their own goremment, and abase a 
Ibreign one, is quite refreshing. I certainly could 
not become aocessoiy to the presentation of any 
such alien document ; and have therefore left them 
to seek a hearing through the channel of the post- 
office^ frankly telling them that» according to pre- _. 
scribed rules^ I did not feel at liberty to use the 
agencies of the Legation in forwarding their papers. . 
This is a single illustration of rery many attempts 
made to get countenance and importance by your 
minister's endorsement The other day, a political 
enthusiast in the centre of Germany wrote me a 
▼ioleat philippic against Ur. UiUer, our Despatch 
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Agenti for not stuffing the bag with oounileM pam- 
pUetB addressed to all the Legislators an^Oovemors 
of the nnion» and oooUy demanded that I shonld 
instruct Mr. Miller to transmit what he denominated 
his ''precions disooyeries " in political science. Of 
coarse, I answered him with an entire approral of 
Mr. Miller's conduct, gilded by the expression of a 
profound regret that the statesmen of mj country 
should thus incur the hasard of remaining ignorant 
OX his ** precious discoveries. 

Owing to an inflamed eye, I eschew for awhile the 
use of spectacles, and have been therefore obliged to 
employ the pen of one of my domestic secretaries. 

By-the-by, have you noticed that Mr. Consul 
Matthew has been appointed to Odessa? Mr. 
Crampton being knighted, and Mr. Rowcroft dead, 
the only one of your victims remaining undisposed 
of is Mr. Barclay, in whose favour invention is fruit- 
lessly racked. 

Always fiuthfully and respectfully yis. 

PJS. — ^You will see by the enclosed slip just out 
from the Glebe newspaper that Mr. C!obden antici- 
pates for your conditional surrender of privateering, 
^n almost unanimous decision in the House of 
Commons in its favour. This is a sincere, and J, 
believe a sound opinion, viewing the question as an 
EngHuh oiML They will gain everything, firsti for 
the security of their commeroe, and, second, in the 
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oonoentratire efficacy of their prodigious naTal armi^ 
ment. mtr will not endanger their merchant ships 
or their manufactoresy and thns, relieved from all 
care abont these yital interestSi they may send their 
fleets to bnlly and thunder where they please. 
Opposite results may be drawn from an Ameriean 
view. Losing the right of priyateering; in other 
words, of assailing the vital interests of our adversary, 
our means of aggression are niL Our navy must be 
docked; and we must be content with whatever 
terms the adversary in this national duel may 
prescribe for a peace, if indeed a peace would ever 
be desirable or attainable. 

You see, I have my misgivings on your great 
measure of change in the rights of nations at war. 
If our navy approached anywhere near to the power 
of the one displayed off Portsmouth last spring, I 
should be quite willing to let it take its chance in 
defending our coast : — ^but as it now is, and as I am 
afraid, by an unwise economy, it may be long kept, it 
is impossible to say at how many points of landing 
along our coast, a war would rapidly become one of 
invasion* However, you have no doubt considered' 
all these matters with your accustomed sagacity, and 
your policy must be made to triumph. 

G. M. D.^ 
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TO ME. MABCT. 

London, DeoMnber 16^ 185e. 

Mr DXAB Sir, 

Our steamers are rather disappoioting ii& 
The America^ which left liyerpool od the 6th 
t>eoember, and the Hermann, which left South- 
amptoh three days before, have both been forced 
back by damage from tempestaoos weather. I had 
mails in each : bat I presome they will reach yod 
by other vessels. 

The arrival of the Besolnte has created quite a 
sensation. Captain Hartstene came to London on 
the afternoon of Satniday the Idth instant^ and I at 
once prepared a oommnnication, agreeably to your 
Na 36, to ascertain from Lord Clarendon, whether 
we might be allowed to restore the vessel to the 
British navy. This went to the Foreign Office on 
Sunday morning. Hartstene dined with me that 
evening: and at about nine o'clock, while yet at 
table, I received a telegraphic express from our 
consul at Portsmouth, requesting me to apprise 
Captain Hartstene that the Queen had intimated an 
intention to visit the Besolute on Tuesday morning, 
and to beg his return to the ship. Of course the 
Captain started back to Portsmouth early yesterday 
morning, and by this time her Majesty has graciously 
welcomed her new and gallant guests. At the time 
I wrote ta Lord Clarendon the official letter I have 
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mentioaed, I also sent a private note requesting an 
-intenriew in the coarse of yesterday, asking leave to 
bring Gaptain Hartstene with me. He was out of 
town, and only received my commnnications late in 
the day at his conntry residence; sending me an 
answer on Monday that he wonid meet me and 
Gaptain Hartstene at the Foreign Office to-day at 
8 p.]i. My object is, shoold I find that tliis govern- 
ment intend to accept the Besolnte, of which no 
donbt is entertained, to have some understanding as 
to the preferred manner of having her formally 
made over to Sir Obarles Wood's Board of Admiralty. 
Perhaps I may have time to add to this letter a 
short account of to-day's interview. 

Always faithfully and respectflilly yrs. 

PJ3«— Just back from Foreign Office. His lord- 
ship liad the answer to my letter tendering the 
Besolnte lying before him unsigned, and said he 
would send it in the course of the evening. He is 
also to put me without delay in communication with 
the Admiralty, though he believes Sir Oharles to be 
out of town* 

Lord Olarendon specially requested me to repeat 

to you what he had said at the Brasilian tninister's 

dinner about sending you a British minister. His 

manner intimated some difficulty in choosing out of 

a number of candidates. But the cabinet were upon 

it^ and would lose no ttma 

O.M.D. 
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TO MR. MABCT. 

haukKk^ December 26» 1856. 

Mt deab Sib, 

Patting myself in the Confeasionalt I should 
be inclined to think that I was boond to acknow- 
ledge having too hastily ** acquiesced " in the return 
of Captain Hartstene and his associates on board of 
a British steamer. No matter, however ;— second 
thoughts have prevailed. Satisfying reasons have 
been assigned for the change of mind; and these 
gallant objects of a boundless hospitality will speed 
their way back (as now intended by the Commander) 
by the packet which leaves Southampton on Wednes- 
day next, the Slst instant What, in the mean time, 
will be done with them, on the score of compliments, 
deputations, feasts, testim(mials» photographs, and 
newspaper eulogies, it is impossible to conjecture. 
The enthusiasm does not yet seem to ebb^ and it 
may take a fresh start Lord Clarendon writes me 
a private note, saying that her Majesty's government 
desire to present to Captain Hartstene a Sword of 
Honour ; and that the Queen had said to him (Lord 
Clarendon) that she was much pleased with the 
Captain I The restoration of the Besolute has cer- 
tainly been the happiest act of comity to a friendly 
power ever devised. The feeling it has 63K)ited 
would seem exaggerated, yet there it is, eager, 
universal, and loud. I am told (though not by our 

VOL. I. V 
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offioen) that some of those who left her in the ioe 
show mortification, and look askance at the restorers: 
bat the7 are few, and avoid attracting notice. The 
Washington* the steamer from Southamptoni is a 
slow yessely and oar men may therefore hare a long, 
cold, i^d disagreeable voyage. Captain Hartstene 
will of coarse harry to Washington and give Mr. 
Dobbin a fall narrative. 

The qaarrel aboat tlie insarrectionists of Neuf« 
ch&tel is rapidly reaching the war point Prussia is 
openly and ostentatiously arming. Swit2serland, 
with admirable composare^ exhibits the unshaken 
resolution of conscioas right Her spirit is up, and 
her people seem unanimous. The Absolutists may 
deem it expedient to stop the matter in some way or 
other, because to allow the general peace to be 
broken merely to gratify a king's personal pride, or 
to assert a shadowy iueeraineU, don't suit modern 
notions, and might disturb all the elements of 
democracy. England just now appears inclined 
towards the Swiss ; but, in my opinion, she ¥all join 
Kapoleon in mediating, upon some plan which may 
ostensibly save the honour of both disputants and 
keep things quiet The sturdy land of Tell will, by 
the force of circumstances, her position, the justice 
of her cause, the dread of sabterranean fires, and the 
cod and manly attitude she has taken, come off the 
victor, or I shall be much mistaken. The thrones of 
Eonqpe are all equally affected by the epidemic of a 
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holy honor of agitation ; eren the great spider in 
the centre of the web keeps a steady eye on popular 
commotion and has mugiying fits. 

I should find it difficult to convey to you a correct 
idea of the eflTect produced on this side of the water 
by your departmental reports of the 1st December. 
Of these, the most impresstye and appreciable is the 
Treasury. They, somehow or other, insinuate them- 
selyes almost eyerywhere, and are more read than is 
generally supposed. Somo men receiye them with 
frank delight : but the preyailing feeling which tliey 
produce is of a different character, resembling that 
which we owned in the United States when the 
assault upon the Malakoff and Redan proved suc- 
cessful : we could not deny the magnificence of the 
feat, but we did not relish it, and would have pre- 
ferred its failure. Precisely so with the undeniable 
achievements, the wonderful prosperity and substan- 
tial power of our political system; they can't be 
disputed, have even the etdogy of words, but they 
inwardly provoke dislike. 

No one can say when the Paris Congress will 
reassemble. Its day has been sliding along through 
December, without settling yet The talk is for the 
29th instant: but I perceive causes for floating 
doubts still : and it would not astonish me if events 
postponed the matter until spring. Have you noticed ^ 
that the ministerial press, unable since Lord Pal- 
merston's Liverpool speech to make open fight 



180 WAR wrrn psbsia. 

against your oflTered amendment to the abolition of 
privateering, are contriving modes of avoiding it? 
They say, it is vagne in its terms, that yon are in- 
sincere^ that the President's message attributes to the 
European programme what it never meant, and so 
on. Now all this appears to me as merely pre- 
liminary to intriguing the Congress into a doubt as 
to whether the subject might not be wisely postponed 
to some indefinite future day. No doubt, however, 
you have armed my colleague of Paris with all the* 
means and powers necessary to surmount these 
captions pretexts. 

The &ist India Company's war with Persia has 
become a fixed &ct, and of course involves, without 
regard to Parliament <« Peq)le, the whole of the 
British Empire. What with this last movement, the 
quarrel with Naples, the growling with Bussia, the 
stir about Switzerland, the jealousy as to France, and 
the approach of the session of Parliament, Lord 
Palmerston would seem to have his hands ML 

Faithfully and respectfully yrs. 



TO MS. MARCY. 

London, December 80, 1856. 

Ht dbab 8ib, 

Owing to the slow sailing of the Washington, 
I would decline writing by her and wait for the 
America on Saturday next, but as Captain Hartstene 
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and his crew retam to the United States on board of 
her, I wish the same yessel to carry a notice to yon. 

Althongh I will trouble yon with a despatch by 
the steamer of the 3rd January, 1857, there are a 
few topics worth adrerting to in advance. 

1. Mr. YiUiers has, by the advice of his physician, 
after deliberating for a fortnight^ refused the 
American mission. It is now at the disposition of a 
Scotch Peer, whose name I am not firee to mention, 
who is distinguished in the diplomatic line for great 
intelligence, winning deportment, and ultrarliberal- 
ism of opinion, who is about forty years of age^ and 
was Secretary of Legation at St Petersburg with 
Sir Hamilton Seymour before the recent war. 

% The minister from Greece, Mr. Tricoupi, with 
whom I am on sociable and kind terms, begged me 
two days ago, in consequence of instructions he had 
received, to ask whether it would not be agreeable to 
our government to change the officer who represents 
it at Athens from a Ckmmereiai Agent to a CkmsuL 
His reason for urging this is the real desire felt to 
draw closer the ties of intercourse between the United 
States and Greece. Nothing of negotiation or public 
attention con, by etiquette and usage, be extended to 
a commercial agents even though the King and 
Court would wish to make an exception in favour of 
the American. 

While on this subject, I take occasion to send you 
a newspaper published at Athens, L$ Mimitewr Orse, 
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ai the 9th of December instant It contains 
Mr. Banjab6*8 much celebrated delineation of the 
present social and political condition of Greece— 
which* if well translated, might Ve allowed to grace 
the columns of the Union. 

8. The Sword of Honour designed hj this goTem- 
ment for Commander Hartstene will, I hare reason 
to belieye, be giren this direction :— Lord Clarendon 
will transmit it to me» accompanied by a letter of 
compliment, requesting that I would forward it to the 
American Ezecutiye, to be handed, if compatible 
with law, to the gallant oflBcer who has won the 
Queeh's heart Of course, I will do with it most 
dieerfully and promptly whatever the Earl may 
suggest and I hope the Commander may find 
Congress disposed to let him wear his badge of 
courtesy. 

4. Mr. Miller has brought to me, on deposit, a 
quarto-sized paper envelope, with the ^ Department 
of State** earmark on the north-east comer, and 
addressed to ''J. A. Barnard, Esq., London and Port 
Stanley Bailway Company, Secretary's Department^ 
London.** Both the man and the Company are, as 
the polished Parisian would say, introwfMet or, as 
the classical Floridian would call it ntm-comBoiSbm 
in 9wamfo; fbr I dare say it is some scheme which 
vanished in the making. Pray tell me what I am to 
do with it 

A. Your letter of the 12th December, whether 
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''priTEto,'* <' strictly priTate,** << oonfidentiair or 
public, don't exactly appear, has reached me. It 
tells me that I should reoeiye with it» what I have 
furf received, towit^a Gipher for oar Minister BesideDt 
at Berne; and it omits to tell me that I would receive 
what I did, namely^ a UHhith packet for the Austrian 
legation here, which I presume may be the ratified 
Extradition Treaty transmitted to you through me 
some month or two ago. I hare delirered the 
hulhiA packet, but feel anxious and discomposed 
about the Cipher. 

It may amuse you for a vacant half-hour to look 
over the slip I cut from the OUbe of last evening on 
Maritime War. You are aware that this newspaper 
never contains an article repugnant to ministerial 
views. This is the ieeond of the same sort ; the/nf 
I sent hastily over to Mr. Mason. They lead me to 
suspect that the P^remier, notwithstanding his 
pool speech, will give your amendment a go-by. 

Always truly and respectfully yrs. 



TO MB. MABCr. 

LondoD, JaniiAiy 0, 1867. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

Very severe storms have occurred at sea, and 
disasters are being constantly reported. The coasts^ ^ 
it would seem, on both sides of the Atlantic, are 
strewed with wrecks. I feel some anxiety about the 
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America, which left Liverpool on last Saturday, the 
Srd, and must have been that yery night in a perfect 
tempest She bore to you my NO0. 85 & 86. Winter 
Toyagea are rather to be avoided. 

Oan anything, however, in the ahape of physical 
violence be as shocking as the bombardment of 
CSanton? Talk of Greytown after tbati The 
massacre of the innocents was comparatively heroic. 
Poor, harmless, unarmed, ignorant, and unconscious 
creatures, men, women, and children, by tens of 
thousands, butchered with shot, shell and fire, to 
avenge a disclaimed insult to a fraudulent flag 1 

There would seem to be accumulating a heavy 
score against the ministry, for Parliament to force to 
settlement The public sense is greatly shocked by 
Admiral Seymour's infliction, and it may be that the 
administration will disavow. Yet, there is the 
amateur Persian war: and the milk and water 
Neapolitan fixzle : and the &st and loose game about 
the Treaty of Paris : and the relaxation in the GhJlo- 
AngUcan ties: and the alliance with Austria: and 
the lack of sympathy for Switzerland: and the 
shabby trick about the Income Tax: and tlie' 
Premieres off»hand blunder in meddling with the 
Southampton election : and so on, and so on. Then 
the Opposition are said to be secretly organizing under 
fifesh leaden^ Gladstone and Graham, and to be 
fiitally bent on mischiel Still and nevertheless, to 
my calm and disinterested eye» Lord Palmenton 
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steadily conaolidateB his power, and- becomes mote 
popular and more r^oaemuj evearj hour. He and 
his ooUeagaes are strongs too^ in their harmonious 
tmanimity. 

Statistical philosophers have suggested as one of 
their deductions that assasHinations are epidemical 
First, the King of Naples attempted, now the good 
Archbishop of Paris slain at the rery altar: who 
next? and how many? Some self-ezalted William 
TeU may be moodily prowling about the streets of 
Berlin ; or, if the path of the disease be religious^ 
why may not the Pope fitll as well as his represen- 
tative? Crimes in England are countless and 
frightful: but their incentive is not piety nor liberty ; 
it is money, nothing but money. 

I gave you some idea of Lord Napier, who is 
coming over to you as minister ; but in the Ttmss of 
this morning is an article which on his subject you 
may as well read, and which I therefore out out and 
enclose. The sole ground of objection is practically 
shallow ; for a man of Napier's mind and character, 
instead of being deluded, is disgusted by absolutist 
absurdities, and the better fitted for republican 
simplicity and truth and reason, after passing through 
them. 

Nothing yet about the law of maritime war. The 
Conference would seem to have finished its business, , 
except as to fixing the time for final departure fiom 
the Principalities and Black Sea by Austria and 
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England, which is left to be announced as soon as 
the rectified line ci the Bessarabian fix>ntier is actually 
surreyed and verified. What direction, then, have 
yon given to your amendment ? Will you ofiSar it to 
each Power separately? and, having obtained the 
adoption of the majority, will you give it to the 
world by proclamation? I see no objection, but 
much to attract^ in this course, except that Great 
Britain, who has somewhat suspiciously stood aloof 
fifom you on the whole business, may meet you at the 
dose by saying she was no party to your modification. 

The financial situation of this government, always 
excepting their debt^ looks just now very prosperous.^ 
Their revenue has largely increased. Of a con* 
sequence, the popular demand is for a reduction of 
taxes and a return to the peace footing existing 
before the recent war. That demand will be gratified 
only to a limited extent. The military taste has 
been pampered unceasingly during the last six 
months^ in all sorts of ways, shows, reviews, parades, 
feasts, speeches, etc., and now one is afraid to talk of 
such a process as ours in 1816, of rcmmng. 

I send a wooden box addressed to Mr. Dobbin. It 
is a lithograph»portrait of the Bark Resolute, a vessel 
destined to outlive in history, in song, and on canvas, 
the one that bore Jason in search of the golden 
fleece, or Ulysses seeking Penelope, or even Cleopatra 
when fighting by Antony's side I 

Always fitithfully and respectfhlly yrs. 
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TO MB. HUTCHINSON. 

London, Janiuuj 12, 1867. 

Ht deab Sib, 

YotuB of 24th Dec reoeivecL 

I propose sending to your address shortlji for our 
City Library, a set of the Patent publications of this 
govermnent The despatch agent will manage their 
transmission for me^ so as to inoar as little expense as 
possible. What you haye called Bine Books are 
yalueless trash, and a collection of them might fill 
a 74. 

I will send at the same time, and for the sietme 
destination, an antique daub, painted, as is believed 
here, in 1720, purporting to be "^ The South-East 
Prospect of the City of Philadelphia, by Peter 
Cooper, Painter/* It is on torn canvas, some 8 feet 
long by 1^ wida One of the members of Par- 
liament, in peering among the rubbish of a city 
curiosity shop, picked it' up and brotight it to me. 
The principal buildings of the town of that day are 
pointed out, and twenty-four good old Philadelphia 
householders are named in a margin. Although 
worthless on every score but that connected with 
^auld lang syne/* it presents at half a glance so 
striking a contrast to the ^Consolidated City" of 
1857, that it has its interest for a comer in Franklin's 
institution. If your colleagues repudiate it as 
unworthy, keep it for me. 
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Owing^ I piesome^ to the tempestuous character of 
the seaaoQ, we hare been unusoally long without 
news from home. I am not as sanguine as you 
appear to be about the Central American arrange- 
ment^ and therefore desire to know the decision of 
the Senate. There are trifling points in it» at which 
a filibustering spirit may possibly carp. Indeed, in 
Older to appreciate it correctly, much more study of 
details and bearings is necessary than will be given 
to it If it be rejected, some of the rejectors should 
be required to deyise and carry a better scheme. 
We are bound by the Clayton and Bulwer treaty of 
1850, and, starting from that, any project that will 
remove the difficulties which have arisen from opposite 
constructions, may now be calmly discassed. If I 
have done anything by coming here, it is by bringing 
about a disposition to listen without losing temper, 
and honesdy to contrive expedients to get rid of 
obstacles and avoid quarrelling on trifles. This state 
of feeling will, in the end, secure something effective. 

Ever faithfully yrs. 



• TO MR. ff SULLIVAN. 

London, Jsnuary 12, 1867. 

BiAB Sn, 

Your letter of the 6th December, which was 
slow in reaching me, relates to an interesting subject 
on which I have lelt myself somewhat restrained by 
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the letioenoe of this goTernment and my instructions. 
It has nevertheless entered into my correspondence 
with both Mr. Harcy and Mr. Mason. I belieye 
England is the only one of the Powers represented 
in the Congress which announced the new programme 
of maritime war» that has abstained Ifrom presenting 
it to the United States. Quite explainable I 

In the actual attitude of Nations, I entirely 
coincide with you in the opinion that ICr, BCarcy's 
proposal to exempt private property on the high 
seas from capture, would work so advantageously for 
England that her statesmen ought at once to dose 
with it. I believe they will. Mr. Cobden does not 
doubt that when understood it will obtain the 
unanimous sanction of the House of Commons. Lord 
Palmerston avows his theoretical approbation ; but 
forbears to show an exulting eagerness to catch at it. 

But, how about the United States ? Will they be 
benefited by abandoning the principle and practice 
of vdwiiiary action, and by so doubling at a single 
stroke the already resistiess power of Great Britain's 
naval means of invasion and blockade ? Are they 
prepared and disposed for the national duel wherein 
the parties shall be a small squadron to the West^ 
jand adoud of concentrated fleets to the East? Will 
they make safety secondary to trade ? Or can they 
forego the simplidty and economy of thdr fdderal 
system, and ceasing to trust emergencies to the spon- 
taneous movements of popular defence^ enter upon 
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the creation of laige fiftanding annies and great 
navies ? I do not intend that these intenpgatories 
shall be considered^ per se, argumentative. They are 
only sent to yon as eyidenoe that my mind rather 
inclines, in the existiDg relations of America and 
England, and perhaps always jealous of an excess of 
phiUinthropy in public policy, to doubt the expe- 
diency of yielding the right to employ privateers, no 
matter how modified and upon any consideration 
whatever. To be sure, these combined potentates of 
Europe may try to force their international code 
upon us, and one of these days, with the joint con« 
demnatory standard of ''Abolition of Slavery and 
Privateering,'' they may put us on our mettle ; but 
the probability of such an attack is not to be avoided, 
need not be deprecated, and may not be lessened, by 
our voluntarily diminishing the weapons to repel it 
with, 

I am truly and respectfiilly yrs. 



TO JUDGE KING. 

LondoD, January 18, 1857. 

Mt dear Judge, 

I agree with you, the ways of life are a 
labyrinth, and our two actual positions are striking 
illustrations. My peregrinations, to be sure, are 
nothing compared to yours. You have wandered 
almost the world through: I have (as yet I) only 
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orossed the Atlantia Bat it would have baffled, 
some thirty yean ago, the most foreseeing prophetic 
▼ision to have traced as to where we now are. 

I don*t know that I am yet entitled to the praise 
you give me for restoring the pacific relations of the 
two countries permanently. It may possibly turn 
out to be but a deceptive truce. The scheme of 
arrangement is before the Senate, and, if sanctioned 
by that body, I verily believe it will put an end for 
ever to all Central American difiiculties, without the 
slightest departure from principle or honour, and 
secure in that region the most glorious field and 
highway of active and untrammelled commerce men 
have ever witnessed. The Senate may think other- 
wise. It is not impossible that in removing all the 
points of controversy under the Clay ton-Bulwer treaty, 
I have crossed the grain of some who wished to get 
rid of that contract ; and it is very likely that, in 
both countries, I have provoked large bodies of 
turbulent spirits, by preventing them from coming to 
blows. These are incidents inseparable from such 
public measures, and must be philosophically foreseen 
as liable to take place. Still, Maroy and his 
colleagues have approved and adopted, and I cannot 
but hope the SeiMite may do so too. 

Do you propose a trip to London? Or what are 
your plans? I send my notion on the legal pro- 
position you have stated, separately. 

I am truly and respei.*tful]y yrs. 
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TO MR. MAECT. 

LoDdon, Januaiy 18, 1857. 

Ht dkab Sib, 

Since my despatch of the 9th instant^ nothing 
of interest has oocorred worth xelatingy unless it be 
the YiBit Tolnnteered yesterday by Lord Napier. 

He stayed for about two hours, and conversed 
freely. His personal desire is to reach Washington 
as early as possible, not later, he proposes, than the 
middle of February. He brings his wife and 
children with him, and is anxious to secure for them, 
in advance, a furnished and healthfully situated 
house. 

lliere was peculiar and attractive frankn^ in 
many of his remarks. He said that he had no 
political position at home, and no fortune; and 
although he had a title, he was quite conscious <^, 
in America, would avail him nothing, if indeed it 
would not do him harm. He was aware also that in 
England there was a considerable party who would 
not consider him the proper man for the mission, who 
appreciated its great importance justly, and desired 
the selection of such a statesman of acknowledged^ 
wei^t as Lord Carlisle, or the Duke of Newcastle, 
or the Earl of Elgin. These ideas made him uneasy. 
But he had been habitually and from conviction 4ui 
admirer and student of American character, and he 
hoped to fdcmhj promoting with his best exertions 
the friendly relations of the two nations. 
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Of ooona I enoomaged his modeitj, and aanred 
him that soooeai or fiulue in hit misaoii, as &r as 
our poUie men and sodetf wero oonoemad, would 
depend upon himself alone. 

▲t fifst, this gentleman will seem to yoa oold, a 
little awkward, and disposed to silence^ like all the 
best bred and best minded Englishmen I hsTS yet 
met: bat I think it fair to say that^ in the coarse of 
the two hoars he gSTO me, notwithstanding his com- 
paratiTely yoothfal lypearsnce, I became aware that 
lie was a man of remarkable ability, of soaod onpre- 
jodiced jodgment^ and of deTated sentiments of 
morality and honoor. I hope and belioTe that 3foa 
will like him. 

For the first time an intimation is given in one of 
the moming joamals that the Qaeen may bedisabled, 
from her early expectations, opening Parliament in 
person. 

The Gsnada is in her 11th day, and not yet heard 
of I This goes to yoa by the Arago. 

Always fidthf ally and reqpectfolly jn. - 



TO MR. 

LoDdon, Jannaiy 20^ 1867. 

My deab Sn, 

Year private letter of the 5th Janoary I 
received yesterday. 
Toar original saggestion, not to initiate officially 
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with this goyemment any interchange of viewB on 
the Privateering question, I have watchfully con- 
formed to ; always, however, upon the slightest 
approach, prepared to show the philanthropy, justice, 
and genenniiy of your o£fer. ' They Jiaye studiedly 
kept away fifom the subject^ although many oppor- 
tunities for opening and discussing it frankly have 
presented themselves. I suspect the existence of 
divided councils, indeed so equally divided as to 
prevent movement. We shall have it in the House 
of Commons shortly after the session opens, a fort- 
night hence. 

Until within this last year, I had been accustomed 
to regard the perpetual untruths which disgrace our 
newspapers as rather the results of mistake or the 
discolorations of fancy, than as intentional false- 
hoods. Hy charity has lately been much shaken ; 
for I have seen so many utterly unfounded statements 
respecting myself, that I can find no mode of 
accounting, for them but in a malignant invention 
steadily pursuing some unseen objects. 

I need hardly say to you that the paragraphs which 
in our journals connect my name with the coming- 
cabinet, are all, from first to last, false and fiimsy. 
Since he leift London in March last, not a syllable 
has reached me from our President elect; and my 
oorrespondence to him has been confined to two 
letters^ cue relating to the sad drowning of a 
Lancaster gentleman, Mr. Witmer, and another, more 
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reoenti ooTering a oongtatalatory note from Lidy 
Alice Peel, which, being addreesed gimply to ** tka 
Prt&idmii ofik$ UnUid Btaim,'' exacied a ahoit expla- 
nation frcnn me, of myreaaon for knowing that it was 
intended, not for General Pierce, bat for him. Nay, 
more; I haye written to yon mach oftener and more 
freely than to any one else, and I am quite rare that 
nothing has escaped me respecting possible appoint- 
ments that was not of the most general character. 
The stream of misrepresentation will probably be kept 
flowing until after the 4th of March. 

Chess players are sometimes blind to the most 
powerful moyes with which they can fortify their 
game. Those gentlemen who are unaUe to see the 
preponderating influence in Central America, and off 
around that region, secured, by the scheme of pacifi- 
cation, to the United States^ her ; policy, and her 
citizens, had better giye up the r6U of statesmanship, 
and confine themselves to the art of managing 
personal and prurient explosions of predatory violence. 
Your treaty does everything for the honour and 
interest of the nation, and for the independence and 
safety of the Central American States, in all future 
time; but these sages think nothing done because 
Walker is not patted on the backl Well, if the 
spirit of filibusterism can't see beyond the tip of its 
nose, and, like abolitionism, it increases in forces we 
shall ultimately have, I suppose, to submit to our 
** blind guides^** and let them lead us to calamities 
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wbioh ihej have not the sagacity to provide against. 
If, howeyer, they mU go on in their own way, do, I 
beseech you, encourage them to appropriate, boldly 
and promptly, all the surplus revenue to fleets and 
forts. 

The Chinese and Persian wars are daily becoming 
more substantial : the Prussian and Swiss one has 
fixJM out under the soothing assurances of England 
and France : and King Bomba is let alone. It is 
well for quidnuncs that Parliament approaches. 
Lord Palmerston will meet it in a spirit of exultation ; 
and unless Lord John Bussell be soured, the opposi- 
taon will be faint The effect of the Senate's declin- 
ing to ratify will be worth watching. 

I have taken it for granted that Mr. FayQias 
apprised you, as he did me, of his having safely 
received the Cipher. 

You will have by this opportunity, the Baltic^ the 
brother of your minister at Constantinople. He 
brings you a purely commercial treaty with Persia 
for ratification. He has been a good deal with us, 
and we have found him a very intelligent and 
agreeable traveller. 

Though not as cold as with us, the weather here, 
for full three months past, has been raw, imcom- 
fortable, and suggestive of suicide. Very little snow 
or ice^ but much rain. 

I received in the Des))atch Bag yesterday a letter 
from Farii. of the 11th December, 1866, which had 
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taken the etroaitoat lonte of getting to London by 
first going to the United Statesl It was from 
Hr. J. Y. Mason, and fortunately did not relate to 
anything of importance. Sach a mistake^ however, 
mighti nnder other oircnmstanoes, caose great em- 
barrassment. 

Always fiuthfully and respectfully yrs. 



TO MR. MARCT. 

Loodooy Jtoiuury 28, 1857. 

Mt dsab Sib, 

After haying sealed the despatches and letters 
for the steamer of to-morrow, I have jost received a 
note from Lord Clarendon, in which he seems much 
worried by the delay of Lord Napier's departure, 
arising exdosively oat of domestic arrangements. 
He tells me^ too, that he has written you a letter 
accrediting Mr. Lumley as Chargi, so as not to post- 
pone any longer ** the formal official renewal of onr 
diplomatic relations." 

How fSstr, in all this loss of time, the reported non- 
ratification of the treaty may have had its efiSsct, I 
cannot pretend to say. Of Lord Clarendon's sincere 
desire to do everything that can contribute to make 
by-gones by-gones, I am unaUe to entertain a doubt. 
Still, negotiators, like other parental personages, 
are not apt to be gratified by the crucifixion of 
offspring. At least such is my opinion just now. 



w^avarxv MHM 
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I send yoa to-day (hree swords, and all for naval 
officers. 

The quarrel between Prussia and Switcerland is 
** a dead cock in the pit,** and the prisoners are at 
large. 

There are editorial hints of changes in the 
ministry : — ^the ejection of Sir Bobert Peel, and a 
coalition with the Peelites npon giving appropriate 
places to Mr. Gladstone and Sir James Oraham :^7 
Imt I consider the whole rumour apocryphal. 

Always faithfully and respectfully yrs. 



TO LORD CLARENDON 

24 Portland Place, January 24, 1867. 

Ht deab Loud Clabekdok, 

Your note of yesterday, though received at 
the eleventh hour, came in time to permit my 
writing to Mr. Harcy, and I did sa 

I have always supposed that our scheme of pacific 
cation would encounter the resistance which was met 
by the Clayton-Bulwer treaty : aggravated, perhaps, 
by the debility incident to a retiring administration. 
Opposition, therefore, does not surprise me. But the 
newspapers exaggerate it, on the principle of ^ fan- 
ning the embers.^ I have many private letters from 
gentlemen on whose information and judgment my 
idianoe is implicit» and all unite in saying that the 
latificataon is certain. Still, like yourself, I am 
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anxioufl^ and impatiently wait the next steamer, 
vrhich will be dne to-morrow. The secret sessions of 
the Senate are invaded by those only who cater to 
an appetite for new excitements ; and the delibera- 
tions and prospects connected with a matter so im- 
portant as the treaty are sure to be falsely repre- 
sented. Bemember, too, that as the ratification 
requires two>thirds of the Senators present^ there is 
always room for hostile specalation and prophecy. 

I cannot think the enlightened and judicious body 
before which the plan is pending will be unwise 
enough not to accept it 

Always fUthfully and sincerely yrs. 



TO MR. GILPIK. 

Londoo^ Janutry 80, 1857. 

Mt deab Sib, 

Tour letter of the 25th December came just in 
time to prevent my giving you up, as relapsed into 
tliat feverish antipathy to pen, ink, and paper, for 
which more than a year ago I worried you with pre- 
scriptions. I heartily thank you for it The con- 
tents were in every way kind and consolatory. The 
truth is, for the last five months the business of the 
legation has kept me hard and close at work, making 
it impossible to leave town, while all the rest of the 
world were away : and, even during the hours of 
daylight, that is firom 10 to 4, no time was given for 
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relaxing and lefreshing pnisnitB. Strange as it may 
seem to those who entertain the common notion as 
to the idleness of diplomatic life^ although I have 
been more than ten months in London, and con- 
stsntlj anxions to visit objects worthy of attention, 
my feet have not yet crossed the thresholds of 
Westminster Abbey, St Paul's, the Tower, and 
hondreds of other interesting edifices, made classical 
by recollections associated with them, or by the pur- 
poses to which they are now dcToted. I have 
allowed myself to be perhaps too much absorbed by 
the substantial business undertaken a year ago, and 
which, while a Testige remains to do, jealously ex- 
cludes all thoughts of other matters. I must confess 
tliat after so much systematic devotion to it, the 
prospect of the non-ratification of the treaty is not 
the most digestible thing imaginable. To be sure, 
the old hostility to the Clayton-Bnlwer Convention 
would naturally spring up again, in the hope of 
ultimately so impeding the pacific execution of fhai, 
as to render a formal legislative declaration of its 
annulment necessary. This I expected; but th^. 
possibility of its even approaching to success never 
entered seiioudy into the account. I cannot help 
tliinking that the scheme of adjustment is not pro- 
perly studied in its detaQs. Certainly it contains no 
pledge, direct or indirect^ to sustain or encourage the 
individual Walker (if that be deemed essential, 
another negotiator is necessary, both to make the 
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propo8al» and to bear its rejeedon) ; but^ as regards 
the expaoaiTe policy of our coontrj, and especially 
the futare opened for American enterprise and com- 
merce in tbe Central American and West Indian 
regions^ I am quite conrinced and conscious that the 
plan far outstrips, thoogh in a peaceful, just, and 
honourable manner, the crude, fitful, and unlawful 
projects of our filibuster-statesmen. 

If it fisdl of adoption, these gentlemen will defeat 
their own alleged objects because they are not per- 
mitted to carry them out in their own peculiar and 
unjustifiable way ; a way which is founded upon the 
great yice of our public men, namely, a restless wont 
of confidence in the natural enei^es and persevering 
progress of American citizens. Under the stimulus 
of a safe and uninterrupted trade* the cloud of British 
naval armament dispelled, and one or more free cities 
as appui$f we should in less than five years exercise 
controlling influence on the Isthmus^ elbow out the 
Mosquitoes, render the Belize a comparatively 
neglected and dwindling settlement, and possibly 
entertain volunteered ofibrs from their respective 
owners for the purchase of Cuba and Jamaica. 
Walker, Nicaragua Walker, is, by habit, incapable 
of waiting this development, and may be excused if 
he blunder so egregiously as not to catch at the 
arrangement proposed ; but that Judge D., Mr. Sl, r 
or Mr. M. should fail to appreciate correctly the 
practical consequences of it, is marvellous and in- 
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compiehensible. Delay may haTe sharpened their 
sagacity : if 00^ the treaty will be ratified. 

I intermpt my Lord Napier's induatrions prepara- 
tions for his Toyage hy a diplomatic dinner (twelve 
only) to-morrow ; and this I mention to show you 
my disposition to secure his favourable reception in 
the United States, by such endorsement as I can 
ofBcially give. The young gentleman I propose 
introducing to you, and to Mr. Everett and Mr. 
Bancroft ; he is of those tastes and attainments, of 
simple and unafiSdcted manners, and, I think, of more 
intellect than Crampton : his wife is said to be quite 
an agreeable person. He has published a book or 
two in the nature of travelling observations. He is 
€i excellent Scotch lineage ; his great-great-grand- 
father having invented Logarithms, and the Duchess 
of Livemess (now resident in Kensington Palace) 
being his aunt. There is in my office, hanging over 
the fireplace, Doo's celebrated engraving of Wilkie's 
picture of John Knox preaching to Mary Queen of 
Scots, and on his first visit to me, Napier pointed at 
the little boy standing near the desk under the. 
pulpit^ with his back to the spectator, and looking 
up as if riveted by the roaring speaker, and he said 
ikai was his renowned ancestor. Perhaps he may, 
but my opinion is that he wiU not^ reach Washington 
before the inauguration. 

I am convinced on reflection that, in a former 
letteTi I told you of my having left the parcel you 
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sent for Sir Charles Fellowes. It was done on the 
same day we visited Mr. and ]fi8.Grote; the two last 
called in about a fortnight, having come in from the 
ooantry for the purpose ; the former has been content 
with the paiceL Tour friend Bright is in Algeria or 
Italy, in pursuit of health. No one entertains a 
hope of seeing him again in public life» though his 
relish for it obviously lingers. Mr. Cobden will 
probably take an active part in the proceedings of 
Parliament^ which opens on Tuesday next, and 
expects (naturally, from an English stand-point of 
view) to get a unanimous vote catching at Mr. 
Marqy's offer for the abolition of privateering. The 
ministry are likely to be stronger and more popular 
than ever. They derive wonderful security from the 
absence of men fit to take their places. The Queen 
foregoes reluctantly the ceremony she delights in of 
opening Parliament in person. Odd enough I since 
writing the preceding line, I have been told that 
her Majesty has suddenly announced her determina* 
tion to attend, qwmd mime. Lord John say% nolo 
fmifi. 

European politics have, just now, all the insipidity 
of a game of chess without a plan ; no great piece is 
'called into action, and pawns are straggling over the 
board, surprised at their own progress. The affairsof 
Naples and Switzerland are by-gones. The system of 
confederating^ for mutual support and security, all 
the monarohiefl^ through the agency of Parisian Oon- 
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ferenoee, 18 1 think firmly inangarated. We have on 
hand, howeTer, two pretty considerable wars, the 
Gbinese and Pendan ; and the condition of Spain 
proauaes an early explosion and imbroglia 

Hy despatch bag demands its food. 

Fray remember ns all most kindly to Mrs. Gilpin. 
Always sincerely and fiiithfally yrs; 



TO GENERAL PIERCE. 

London^ Jnnuary 80, 1867. 

Ht deab Sir, 

A highly respectable deputation waited npon 
me yesterday with the request that I would transmit 
to yon a Memorial from the European and American 
Electro-Telegraph Company. They assured me that 
their only desire was to let Congress, now contem- 
plating legislation upon the subjecti be apprised, if 
you deemed it proper, of the advantages which they 
ooDoeiTed their scheme to hold out I promised 
simply to forward their paper, and do so now. 

Since I left home, eleven months ago, Oor. Marcy 
has despotically monopolised, through despatches and 
letter^ all the thoughts worth sending from the 
legatidL I beg, however, to say, that I have taken 
it for granted that what I wrote reached you with as 
much certainty as if directly addressed to you, and of 
course with less appearance of presumption on my 
part In this view I ought perhaps to apologise for 
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having so often intnided npon you tbe lights erode, 
and fugitive ideas and opinions of the coirent hoar 
in this place. Nevertheless, I cannot permit you 
to renew yonr enjoyments and repose in private 
life, without once more, and thai shortly, patting 
yoa to the trouble of reading a letter ficom, dear 
Sir, 

Ever most respectfully and fiuthfully yis. 



TO MR. MARCT. 

London, February 8, 1967. 

Hy deab Sib, 

At the soirfo of Countess O, last night, were 
a number of the Privy Council (in their gold-em- 
broidered suits), and one of them said to me that the 
Queen's speech to-day contained a sentenca' or two 
upon the United States. I am therefore anxious to 
be at the opening (which is by Commission) and 
hope to get home again before 5 o'clock, and make a 
brief report to you for the steamer of to-morrow 
morning. 

Lord Panmure took me apart to express his senti- 
ments upon the subject of the Beport of mt Secre* 
.tary of War to Congress : and pressed me very 
warmly to conyey to Oeneral Davis his grateful 
sense of the manner in which the courtesies shown to 
our commissioners, Messrs. Delafleld, Hordeoai, and 
McOlellan, had been noticed by him. 
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An expectation is prevalent that the ministry will 
be more severely tried than I had sapposed. It is 
thought that they may founder on the sharp rooks of 
finance. The call for reduction of taxes is loud and 
general; and though this call is met by the new wars 
of China and Persiai those wars are themselves con- 
demned as artftdly predetermined in order to save 
the Income-tax. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
an honest and able man, is prosaic : and in view of 
this characteristic, and of the emeigency, it is fore- 
seen that an effort will be made to bring in the 
brilliant oratory of Mr. Gladstone. 

Lord Napier tells me that he has directions to 
proceed to Washington without delay. But he repre- 
sents the difficulties of getting ready in a manner 
that satisfies me he will not reach Washington before 
the middle of March. 

The Queen's speech, as read by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, contained as little as it was possible to put 
together. On our subject not a word but that she 
had been negotiating^ and hoped all differences would 
be settled. A single jioM, the only one, is the adop- 
tion of the Canton massacre. — 

My diplomatic colleague of Lisbon, Mr. O'Sullivan, 
is ec^eoted here ona visit in the course of the present 

Always faithfully and respectfully yrs. 
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TO MB. MABGT. 



London^ February 18« 1857. 

Ht dxab Sin, 

Europe would seem to be eettling herself for 
another long spell of peace. Fresh negotiations on 
the Persian war are opened at Paris between Lord 
Cowley and Feronk Klian : though the Shah vents a 
measure of indignation on the abrupt capture of 
Bushire. If the quarrel be not arrested, Bussia 
must obviously take her part in it, and is abready 
approaching the frontiers of Persia^ as an ally in 
case of need. A member of the cabinet told me 
recently that it would soon be settled. 

The question as to the union of the two Princi- 
palitiesy now that Bolgrad and the Isle of Serpents 
are disposed of, is looming up into the importance 
which I originally ascribed to it One of its first 
fruits is to create a new division of cabinets : Bussia, 
France, and Prussia on one side, for the unity : 
England, Austria, and Turkey against it The in- 
habitants are represented as disposed to form a single 
nation and to choose a foreign king. The MonUmir 
has avowed the imperial sentiment and policy. 
Qu.? Is he forecasting for a throne for Prince 
Jerome? 

The affair of Neufchatel is being arranged, as fast 
as gout or prtgpe will permit the negotiators to in^ 
doctrinate Louis Napoleon. It cannot possibly be 
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allowed to disturb the serenity of European order 
again. 

Tou will have noticed the ** adjourned question of 
Terscitj,'* in the House of Commons^ between the 
F^mier and Mr. Disraeli, on the assertion made by 
the latter that ^ a secret treaty ** was actually entered 
into, with the assent and approbation of this govern- 
ment» between France and Austria^ by which the 
Italian possessions of the latter were guaranteed to 
her by the former, while at, the same time the 
ministry were seeking popularity by a pubh'c affecta* 
tion of desiring Italian nationality. Three passages 
of arms have come off; and, until the one of the last 
evenings opinion leaned in Palmerston's ~ favour. 
His admission that, after all, such a Oawveniion was 
signed in December, 1854, reinstates the discredited* 
veracity of his opponent, and leaves him itothing to 
stand upon but the general reasoning as to the 
nature and circumstances of the treaty not justifying 
the conclusions drawn from it. The faet which he 
pronounced a nmanee he finally concedes. 

I told Lord Napier, who leaves in the Persia on 
the 21st instant, and therefore cannot reach you 
until after the inauguration, that he would experience 
no difficulty at our custom-house on arriving. But, 
to obviate the possibility of embarrassment, may it 
not be expedient that special directions should 
issue? 

The Queen came in fix>m Windsor Castle to Buck- 
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ingham Palace yesterday. Hw oonfinement it 
expected early next montL 

By the time this reaches yon, the new cabinet 
will be known* Wherever I go, I am eagerly que^ 
tioned as to its composition ; but I remain as inx> 
foondly ignorant as i( instead of being at the grand 
distributing office dt information and news^ I was 
immured in an Esquimaux hut» at or near the North 
Pole. I dare say the good quidnuncs here disbdicTe 
in my alleged emptaness, and regard me as a sham. 
My correspondents, yourself among the number, 
have been singularly reticent upon the sulgect. 

Tour winter seems to have been unusually serere. 
Here, more frost than is common. But the last three 
or four days have been delightftil weather; and the 
' approach of spring is heralded by the appearance of 
bunches of crocuses and yiolets offered for sale in the 
streets. 

My respects all round. 

' Always faithfully and respectfully yrs. 



TO LOUD CLARENDON. 

24 Portland Plaoe, Fel)rusiy 16, 1867. 
ItfT DBAB LOBD ClABBKDOK, 

While impatiently waiting the result of Sena- 
torial advisement (of which I have just received 
cause for entertaining less doubt than ever), it has 
struck me that your lordship might be pleased to 
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see that there was one man at least in the United 
States^ who seems to hare seized, in the midst of its 
details and oomplications, the essential spirit of our 
treaty. I endose an editorial out from a New York 
paper that reached me yesterday. 

Always &ithf ally yrs. 



TO LORD CLARENDON. 

24 Portland Place, February 23^ 1857. * 

Ht dbab Lord Clarendon, 

I reoeired sereral letters yesterday from 
Washington. The prospect of ratification is very 
gloomy, but the finality not yet reached. It is 
barely possible that the Tigoroos exertions of the 
Ohairman of the Committee may save the substance 
of the treaty : bat. I most confess, after what has 
been said and done, my hope, as a Yankee woald 
•ay, has been whittled to the smallest end of 
nothing. 
The end cannot be reasonably expected for a week. 
Always fidthfolly and respectfully yrs. 



TO LORD CLARENDON. 

24 Portlaad Place, Ifaroh 8, 1867. 

Ut dear Lord Clarendon, 

The treaty was again reported by the Com* 
mittee to the Senate, with sereral really unimportant 
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amendmenta. Forty-five memben were preaenti end 
thirty rotet, therefidre, neoeoary to ratifioati<m. Ite 
firiendfl seem to have determined to avoid a vote on 
that final qaefltion, and to let the responsibility lie 
with the incoming administration. Five moie votes 
would have been enongh to raHfy^ but twenty-five 
were a majority, and safBcient to fodfone the coi^ 
sideration of the sabject to the 5th of March, the 
day following the inaugnration : that was eflfected 
by tweqty-five ayes to twenty noes. 

My letters do not warrant me to enconrage a hope 
less attenuated than the one I described in answer 
to your former note. 

me faithfully and reap. yrs. 



TO MB. CASS. 
( Unofficial.) London, Msrali 10, 1857. 

Ht deab Sib, 

It may be important that you should have 
early the first indications of opinion- among public 
men here on the Anti-Privateering question. This 
morning's Times contains the report of a debate last 
evening in the House of Commons touching that 
subject^ and I have cut out the enclosed as worth 
sending to you. 

At this particular juncture,, when both political 
parties are preparing for a popular canvass. Lord 
John Bussell seems to have more than usual in* 
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fluenoe and weight He is avene to the piopoaal 
made by Mr. THaxcy in the letter to Mr. Sartiges, 
and of eoozae to the Convention I have reoently 
•nbmitted. 

Mr. Cobden o xp ro BB o s an opposite sentiment. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer speaks on the 
point with great caution, and, I think, justifies an 
infersnoo.that we shall have no reply to the invitar 
tioQ until the electionsiare over. 

I am rery respeotftilly yrs. ^ 



TO MB. WOLFF. 

24 Portland Flaoe^ ICudi 11, 1867. 

Mt dsab Mb. Woltf, 

I send you, in reply to the memorandum 
which accompanied your note, some remarks and 
references, which, though themselres reiy imperfect, 
mfty be serrioeable to Sir John Buigoyne» in his 
researches respecting the militia of the United 
States. 

Very sincerely yrs;"- 

MBIfOSAinMnf. 

The nomber of ths militk of the United Stately aa appean hj 
tlia Aimy B^gislar of 1856, la 2,421,168. The return for the 
pnaeni year win probaUy be about 2/K)0,00(^ aa it wiU inolude 
whai waa omitted in 1866, the retnma from the State of Iowa 
and the Tenrltoriaa of New Msiloo^ Oragon, Waahiagton, Kanaaa, 
iffdHilmaka. 
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Itt The Ooottatatkn of ikm UDited SUte, Art 1, 8eot 8» 
GL I69 TctU ia OoDgraM the power to proride for oiganiang, 
urmiDg^ end diedplining the militi% end lor governing rabb 
pert of them ee nuj be emplojed in the eenrioe of the United 
Stetee, reeenring to the Statee reipectiTely the eppointaient of 
the offioen end the enthcri^ of training the militie eoooiding to 
the dieeipline preeoribed Ysj Congieei. 

The following kwe may be ezemin^ to ehow how thie 000- 
Btitationel power bee been exeroieed : — 

1. An Act more efifotoelly to pioTide for the netknel deftnce 
bj eetabliebing an uniform militia throaghout the United Stateib 
— Peaied 8th May. 1702.— 1 toL United Statee Statatei at 
Laige271. 

2. Act of 6th July, 1708. 1 St at Lerge, 576. 
8. Act of 2nd March. 1808« 2 St at Lerge, 207. 
4. Act of did March. 1808. 2 St at Laige. 216. 
6. Act of 10th April. 1806. 2 St at Large. 360. 

6. Act of 18th April. 1814. 3 St at Uige. 134. 

7. Act of 20th April. 1816. 3 St at Large. 205. 

8. Act of 12th May. I82a 3 St at Large. 577. 

2nd. The enrolment in the militia is Teriouely rognlated in the 
different Statee. and it enforced by moderate pecuniary finee. 

3rd. The muitering. training, and eenrioe are gratuitone. 

4th. The officers are generally eleotiTe. and commimioned by 
the Governor of the State. 

5th. Arms, ammunition, and eoooutrementi are fumiehed by 
the eereral States, and deposited in arsenals under State militia 
officers. 

6th. Clothing is not furnished, nor do the militia^ unless 
f<ormed into Tolunteer companies or called in the senrice of the 
United States, wear uniform. 

7th. The Acts of Congress already reforred to will show the 
authority for calling out the militia ; but a dear comprehension 
on this point may be formed by consulting the following caaes 
decided by the highest Judicial tribunal: Martin v. Mott. 
12 Wbeaton'e Beports. 10 ; Housion «. Moon. 6 Wheaton's 
Beporta. 1. 

8th. Kumeroos public documents upon the subject may be 
consulted in the two folio tdumee id American State Papeti 
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— ' •■ 

whkh m Appropriated to •'Umtuy Affaira," utd which, I 
prerauM^ can be, ai thcj oaght to be, found io tho Library of the 
Britiah livaeiiiii, and periiapa in the Librariee of Ptoliament. 



TO MB. EUTCHIN80N. 

London, Manh 16, 1857. 
Ht DEAB SlBy 

I bope the fire cases have safely reached yon. 
One of the bilk of lading accompanied them in the 
City of Baltimore : the other I have retained. 

Mr. IL's bill of charges is enclosed: — ^in all 
£5 12s. OcZ. The Library Company can either remit 
this amount^ or, if they prefer it/ 1 will pay Mr. M. 
and be reimbursed when I get home. The charges 
and the freight, £7 7i. lOd — say sixty-three dollars, 
constitate the entire cost of what I think may be' 
esteemed one of the most valnable acquisitions. I 
owe you many thanks for haying suggested to me 
this mode of being accessory to benefiting our city 
and State. 

The ministry, outroted on the Canton outrage in 
the House of Commons, diesolyed Parliament, and 
axe hastenmg their appeal to the country. They are 
confident of a triumph, and indications are thus far 
strongly in their &Tour. Lord Palmerston's personal 
popularity has some resemblance to that of General 
Jackson: his partisans concede his tiolence and his 
anogance, but call them an excess of patriotisnu 
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Blotter •eemsy in all oonntrieS) to hate its channa for 
the man. The new Parliament will meet probably 
about the 26th of May* 
Bemember na all affeotJonately to your fiunily. 

Erer faithiolly yxs. 



TO MB. DIXON, 

Loodooy Mtrali 28, 1867. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

We were all gratified at hearing from 
that the Bnarian helmet^ picked np on a Grimean 
battle-field the day after the head had been knocked 
out of it» was acceptable to you. Armour of this sort 
augments in interest in a collection like youn^ and 
with the lapse of every year. 

I think your beautiful work on surnames is £Mdt- 
less in its new edition. Mrs. D., Phil., and I have 
many thanks to make for our respectiye copies. In 
speaking of it, by-the-by, some days ago^ to an ac- 
quaintance, he said he had in his libiary a book 
upon the subject, which he regarded as a curiously 
laboured production, and which he sent me to look 
over. It is in two small octavo volumes, and is en« 
titled ^An Essay on Family Nomenclature, His- 
torical, Etymological, and Humorous." The author 
is ^ Mark Anthony Lower.** It is probable that you 
know and have the work, as its third edition was 
printed in 1849. 
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I looked for bis DOtioeB of oni three names. Of 
DitfMS he says in his list of '' 9onname$f nurse names, 
and diminntiyes ''—what yon seem to agree with, 
thns' ^Bachaid, Richards, BiehardMn^ Ritchie, 
Riokardfl^ Hitchins (I), Hitchinson, Hitchcock (I), 
Dickson, Dixon, Dickens^ Dickinson, Dick- 



erson.** 



Of Ham&r — he ranks it in a batch corresponding 
with the designations of ^the diyinities and cele- 
brated persons of classical antiquity, such as Yenus, 
Mars, Bacchus, JSbmdr, TuUy, Horace, Yirgil, Caesar. 
These are doubtless derived from traders' signs. The 
finrmer three would be appropriate for Inns: — ^tiie 
remainder for the shops of mediieval dealers in books 
or their materials. So recently as the last generation 
a celebrated publisher gave his establishment the 
name of the ^Cicero's Head.' " 

Of DoQiES'— he plaees it in a class deriving the 
second syllable from ^Ifouss." This, with your 
signification of Dall, would make the name purport 
'the house in the valley." I remember that my 
fiitfaer used to sporty by addressing my mother with 
a quotation from Swift, ''Mrs. DaUoutid^ great 
Goddess of War r eta, eta 

Always most truly yrs. 
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TO DR. DUOACHET. 

LondoD, Mtfoh 26. 1867. 

Ht dsab Db. Duoaohxt, 

I tend you an exceedingly interestiBg jodg- 
ment^ but now pronounced by the Judicial Com- 
mittee of the Priry Council on points of church 
furniture and omamentatiou, parts of which would 
seem somewhat applicable to our dear old St» 
Stephen's. 

The suits began in the Consistorial Coart^ where, 
decrees were given by Dr. Lushington broadly 
against the use of crosses, candlesticksp credence* 
tables, and altars. Appeals were taken to the Court 
of Arches, and Dr. Lushington's decisions were 
affirmed. Finally, the cases were taken before the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, and, after 
a protracted and able argument, have ended in the 
judgment I enclose, which affirms in part and 
reverses in part, and which is characteruBed by such 
deep research and sound sense that I presume it will 
be accepted as conclusive on the merits of the 
controversy. 

It would appear to be distinctly adjudged that the 
Communion table should be of wood and movable : 

• 

and I am under the impression that ours is of white 
marble, and too ponderous to be stirred without 
machinery. How is this? If as I suppose, then I 
think it would be wise to consult upon the subject 
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in yestry, and, under yoar controlling advice and 
wisdom, to liave sncli steps taken as may preyent any 
charge of deriation from material form& Of this, 
howerer, I am rather presamptnoos in making a 
suggestion. Ton will exense (won*t yon?) what 
springs only from an affectionate interest in all that 
relates to yourself and onr temple of Protestant 
worship. Perhaps yon know that» many years ago, 
I assailed in Terse the cross surmounting the steeple 
of St Peter^s : — ^Bishop Doane replied to my rhymes': 
and it is now authoritatively established that I was 
wrong and the learned Bishop right ** Stare deoiiis** 
is a rule alike orthodox and conservatiTe. 

Tour disciples here are all in good health, and 
send their kindest regards to Mrs. Ducaohet and 
yoursell 

Always your faithful and sincere friend, etc. 



TO MB. CAB8. 

London, April 2, 1867. 

Mt dxab Sib, 

Let me thank you for your two private letters 
of the 11th and 17th of March, which reached me 
at the same time three days aga They have led 
me to think that the informal and unofficial cone- 
spondenee which I kept up with Mr. Maroy may not 
be unaoceptaUe to you. One prefers^ in lounging or 
in writing, not to be in fbll drein. 
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I pity yoa all fxom the bottom of my heart. 
Nothing can be more deplorable than the haiaanng 
atate of siege to which ereiy new admimstration is 
subjected. Your description (which almost resolves 
the whole country into a heary mass of Ins and 
Outs) reminds one of the recent Ixm-mot of the Duke 
d'Aumale, who^ speaking of the social state of Paris, 
said there were but three classes, ^ les fonotionnaires^ 
les fiiotionnaireSf et les actionnaires.'* 

The elections here have absorbed attention. The 
whole operation has been effected with a sort of 
" wnof-judgmmi rapidity,** much faster than a debat> 
able question would be brought to a TOte in the 
Senate. John Bull can't bear being without his 
omnipotent Parliament for a moment He fiEmcies 
the whole social edifice at hazard, and he hurries 
blindly to manu&cture a new one. Not one-sixth of 
the old body will undergo change ; and such changes 
as are made do not spring from calm consideration, 
which moves slowly, but from the personal passions 
of the moment, which are quick in striking. Two 
features of result are already quite obvious: a great 
accession to the incongruous strength of what is 
called the Liberal party, and a dedsive individual 
triumph to Lord Palmerston. The early scenes of 
the coming Pariiament will be fuU of ministerial 
exultation; but in the belief of many astute^ 
politicians^ this will be short-lived, for the elements 
among Liberals are countless and impcao- 
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ticabla. If Lord John BoAieU exhibit his usual 
tact» the city of London has re-endorsed him in a 
manner which may make him an early successor to 
Lord Palmerston. Much, but not ererything will be 
indicated by the choice of a Speaker;— and it is 
amazing how few gentlemen of either party are 
admitted into the category of the competent. 

Nothing worthy of a regular despatch. Not a 
syllable from the Foreign Office on the Maritime 
War Conyention. The attitude of Lord John Bussell 
as to this will seriously tend to defeat the movement. 
Besides, Cobden and Bright and Gibson and 
Walmsley liare lost their elections. Yet» it is worth 
while noting that a correspondent of the Po$l is 
labouring a series of essays, and with some adroitness 
leans to thej^rq^ of Mr. Marcy. I am quite in a 
fever to hear from you on the subject 

Somebody, it appears, finds access to the pendrdUa 
of your department ; for I find in the Morning Star 
of to-day, as extmacted from the New York Eerald of 
the 19th March, what j^r^sMSf to be a copy of the 
Central American Treaty, but what in fact is a copy 
cf one of its 'prqfeU subsequently altered. So that 
even your unperfeoted documents are, for some purpose 
or other, dug from their dormitories and paraded in 
the papers. I wonder whether the Senators may 
not have been perplexed with the several drafts, 
adapted to my several instructions which I trans- 
mitted to Mr. Mar^? The mistakes in newspapers 
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as to the pioyinoiiB and phraaeology of the inatra- 
ment are innomeFable, and to me incomprehensible, 
fiat fifteen days remain of the six months daring 
which the ratifications axe to be exchanged. I 
sappose they will complain here of the short time 
left them for deliberation on the amendments. They 
will have ten days^ not more, shoold yoor final 
instructions come by the next steamer. Perhaps 
the whole period will be allowed to run ooti As 
sooo as it appears that the proper moment has 
arrived, I shall write you a special letter on a special 
topic as regards myself. 

Ferouk Khan (pronoanced here dawn), the Persian 
ambassador^ cottons singularly to your minister. 
He prides himself upon having made the Treaty with 
Mr. Spence : and proposes to remain here antQ he 
can exchange its ratifications. If he did not suffer 
dreadfully from searsickness, he assures me that he 
would visit the United States^ and expresses a hope 
that the two countries may soon interchange diplo- 
matic representativea 

Senor Don Bravo, the newly-arrived envoy from 
Spain, is quite an agreeable gentleman : — a genuine 
black-eyed, black-browed, black-haired, black- 
moustached, sallow-tinted, short, and eompact 
caballero. With a smattering of his tongue, fetdied 
from the memories of fifty years ago^I get along with 
him tolerably well They say there are shades on ' 
his past; but of that I know 
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The Oreek minister, whom I esteem as one of the 
most intelligent and estimable of the Corps, was 
enchanted on my showing him that by onr new 
Tan£^ mirrm<i, nnder the description of dried frait, 
would be admitted at a duty of 8^ instead of the old 
40 per cent, ad yalorem* By-the-by, I wrote Mr. 
Haicy that this gentlemaUji in order to cnltivate the 
interooorse between our and his country, had been 
instructed to suggest the expediency of our convert- 
ing the Oommereial AgeiA of the United States in 
Greece into a Ocfimdi the latter allowing more 
public manifestation of regard fiiom the Court He 
has spoken to me again on the subject 1 presume 
Mr. Harcy was preoccupied with arranging old matters, 
and avoided new ones, as he did not notice the idea. 

The news from China, given out by the ministerial 
candidates at the hustings, to the effect that the 
Emperor did not approve the conduct of Commis- 
sioner Yeh, does not seem to have been well founded. 
Now that it has served its purpose, it is discredited. 
The electric telegraph is not the most reliable 
agenqr. I perceive prevailing here among official 
men a solicitude that the United States should join 
England and France in their proposed pressure 
against the wall of exdusiveness within which the 
Chniese choose to exist I retain the opinion 
expressed in a fonner letter, that the twopowerM 
allies meditate a serious aggressive movement^ if not 
a military occupation, in the disorganised land of 
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Tartan, Teas, and Junks. The moment is piopitions. 
Neither Louis Napoleon nor Lord Palmerston is 
averse to maintaining tranquillity at home, by turn- 
ing the public gase to military proceedings at a 
distance. The merchants do not seein to apprehend, 
as a consequence, any important disturbance of 
commerce. 

Allow me to enforce the suggestion made in my 
last despatch, respecting the Supreme Court's 
decision in the case of Dred Scott, by adding that if 
we do not, in some authentic form, let this prejudiced 
portion of the world have access to the vfhole indh, 
it is a hundred to one that the di$BmMnff cpiniam of 
Judges McLean and Curtis will be represented and 
almost universally received as the JudffmenL As to 
obtaining from the Press here^ or anywhere in 
Europe, a fidr and impartial exposition of the 
relation of slavery to our national constitution, so 
as to vindicate the principles and practice of our 
national democracy, no hope can be conceived more 
chimericaL 

Parliament is to assemble on the 30th of this 
month. I am told that the swearing in of the 
members will consume a week, and no important 
business will take place before the expiration of that 
time. The Queen will not open it in person, as she wUl 
hardly have recovered the fatigue of dropping another 
pearl in the jewelry casket of her devoted subjects. 
Her AEajesty still drives out every day, showing that 
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if there be no royal road to learning in general, there 
18 undoubtedly one to the multiplication-table. Pray 
present iny respects and regards to all around you, 
and believe me 

Always cordially yrs. 






TO MR. MABKOE. 

London, April 8, 1857. 

Mt bear Mabkok, 

Don't abuse me — though you have certainly 
a right to do so— for putting your kind energies 
under contribution to accomplish, if possible, two 
small purposes which I found it impossible to aroid 
undertaking. 

Primero. Can the Secretary of War. under the 
statements of the two notes I endose, be induced to 
sparo poor Mr. W. H. B^ who unwittingly enlisted 
in our army, and has incurred the penalty of 
desertion ? His family is of high respectability, and 
I should be much pleased if they could be gratified 
by having their reckless kinsman sent home. 
• Seoondo. Has there not been published in 
Washington a work entitled ** Beport on the Com- 
merdal Belations of the United States," Vol 1 ? 
The Department of State ought to possess it for dis- 
tribution among the foreign legations. I certainly 
ought to have a copy. But I specially want a copy 
for ^Thie Statistical Society,'' and if your department 
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can*t order it sent to me, 70a must be kind enough 
to direct any one of the librarians on tbe Avenne to 
address it to me in the next despatch bag, letting 
me know the price and debiting me. Fishey 
Thomson, or his successor, I dare say has the book. 

Let me say to you (of courBO in profound personal 
confidence) that the amendments made to the treaty 
by the Senate are a series of miserable little 
criticisms, doctrinal and verbal, utterly unworthy 
the dignity of the body and the grarity of the occa* 
sion« I can scarcely understand how, by the utmost 
excitement of filibustering declamation, such paltry 
picking should have occupied that great council fi>r 
three months. In a little while the minority will 
hare no resort but to laugh off their folly as well as 
they can. But two weeks left for the exchange of 
ratifications, and yet I hare nothing on hand I 
Perhaps this beautiful exhibition of senatorial 
wisdom IB to be rounded off by— but^ n'tmpotis— 
the thing was satis£EUstory all round, to both Gorem- 
ments and both peoples, conformed rigidly even as 
to phrases and terms to instructions, and was most 
flatteringly eulogised by Marcy ** for judgmeni and 
skSl** of negotiation, and eagerly sanctioned by 
President Pierce and Queen Victoria, and the Press 
on both sides: but it got into a dark hole and has 
been nibbled at by rats in search of food for faction. 
Unless we go on sinkii^ deeper and deeper in the 
mire of filibusterism, and encouraging the reyiyal of 

VOL. I. Q 
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the age of baooaneeriog (an ignominy not altogether 
impoenUe) the treaty, with all its faolte, will, as 
John Q. said, ^ stand the test of time and talent'* I 
especially think so, because, after being buffeted 
about by eminent men so lon^ its substance and 
spirit remain unchanged. 

I am waiting to hear from Washington about two 
matters which must be definitiTely dbposed of before 
the moment can arrive for adopting your hint as 
to the mode of acting on my own subject. I have 
no idea of a peerish and petty course : and the 
instant all misconception of motive can be avoided 
and all imputation of idle pique, it may be proper 
to actfrankly and finally. There has been ^negative 
pregnant** enough not to be mistaken, and I am 
quite ready for what was thought not uiJikely when 
I started on the mission. I find no &ult anywhere. 

Palmerston's star is in the ascendant for another 
y0iir at least His party, and his ministerial associates 
particularly, are flushed with victorious exultation. 

If y affectioBate regards to alL 

Ever £uthfully yrs. 



TO MB. 0A88. 

LondoD, April 7, 1867. 

Mt dxab Sib, 

I have not had time to prepare a despatch 
siaoe Hr. Evans came an hour ago with the Central 



1 1 
I 



AMKRICAN TRSATT. 227 

Ameiioaa treatj, and your aooompanying oflBcial 
letter of ingtmotioiL Yet I do not like to allow the 
Foltoa to leaye to*monow morning without a word 
ixon nie» 

This matter will of oonree have my earliest atten- 
tion ; and, as I agree with 70a that the real substance 
of the arrangement remaihs onaflfected by the amend- 
ments of the Senate, I hare strong confidence that 
this gOTomment will, without much delay, pursue the 
wise example of the President Varieties of opinion 
on an entanglement so complicated and so multi- 
fazions in its bearings cannot be ayoided. It is the 
fruit of the dayton-Bulwer treaty. 

I have yet ten days before the period for an 
exchange of ratifications expires. All the necessary 
copies will be prepared this eyenin^ and the matter 
fuUy submitted to Lord Clarendon to-morrow morn- 
ing. The only expunging on which it is possible 
they may hesitate is that relating to the grants of 
knd. 

Since my last^ the resultof the election in Middle- 
sex has giyen a still loftier tone of exultation to the 
Palmerstonians. 

' Always fidthfblly yrs. 
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TO LORD CLARENDON. 

24 PortUifed Plfto% April 7» 1867. 

Mt deab Lord Olabendok. 

I shall be able to send your lordship in the 
morning official copies of the treaty, with the 
Senate's amendments, and the Frsddent's ratification, 
and the. letter of instraction to me fiiom Ur. Oass 
on the subject 

In the meanwhile, I have thought it might be 
agreeable to you to have the draft I prepared for 
my own use, by which the loom in jriio and bearing 
of each amendment might be seen at a glance. 

The temper of the President is most admirable : 
his oetM better-natured .eyen than his words. Your 
lordship need not be reminded that ten days only 
are left of our prescribed time. 

With assurances of the highest consideration. 

Ever faithfully yrs. 



TO MR. CA83. 

London, April 10, 1867. 

Mt DBA9 Sib, 

Although I haye seyeral irons in the fire, 
there is no business sufficiently ripe for a despatch. 

I sent the whole Central American Becord to the 
Foreign Office three days ago^ andl saw Lord Olaren- 
don yesterday. It is obyious thai the amendments are 
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not thought materially to change the original design 
and tezt» except as to the Land Grants. Borne sore- 
ness is felt at the abmpt treatment experienced by 
the second clause of the second separate article^ 
though substantially and practically it reaches the 
same end. His lordship, however, had not consulted 
his colleagues^ and did not intend expressing any 
opinion before doing so. 

Some apprehension as to Parliament was intimated ; 
and he reminded me that Mr. Oladstone had already 
attacked the ministry for aliening a colony without 
the consent of Parliament and without consideration! 
He said, too, among other things, that their treaty 
with Honduras remained yet unratified, and this 
broad handing oyer the Bay Islands bodily, contained 
in the amendment^ to Honduras, though heretofore 
not asked by Honduras, might put her up to reject 
the treaty; a fiir-fetched supposition, to be sure, 
considering how immensely adyantageous to Hon- 
duras that treaty was in respect to the railway. 
He wanted me to agree to extend the time for rati* 
fication : the cabinet was scattered : and its regular 
meeting would not take place before next Thursday, 
the 16th. Isaid that was entirely out of my power :— > 
the expiration of the time was prescribed in the 
instrument ratified by the President^ and nothing 
could now suspend or change it. 

This conversation was casual, and apparently so 
unofficial that I am rather reluctant in repeating it 
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It oertainly, however, inrolyed nothing definitiye, 
and had only a tendency to disoloee the personal 
opinions and thoughts of Lord Olarendon for the 
time being. They hare left me nnder the impression 
that, notwithstanding the rough handling of the 
Senate, the treaty will finally be ratified, and the 
ratifications exchanged this day week or sooner. 

The spring is hastening on, with rich green turf, 
glowing fiowers, and expanding shrubbery. The 
parks and gardens and terraces of London are already 
beautiful, and give great comfort to those who are 
kept in town. AJbwite ParUamenio, fiishion has 
fiown back into the country: to return about the 
10th of May. 

The new House of Commons, it is agreed on all 
sides, will have an unwieldy and unmanageable 
weight of Liberalism in it. If that weight can be 
solidified as a party, distinct and profumeief and be 
once brought to moTe, it will rush into Beform in 
a manner to constitute an epoch in British history. 
The number of able, infiuential, and actire men 
who think, talk, and act for sweeping political, and 
social changes, is greater all over the country than 
in the United States is imagined. 

Lord Clarendon told me that Lord Napier had 
written home in the highest delight with his new 
residence ; that he was enthusiastic about everybody 
and everything ; and that in such a spirit he could 
not &il to please. 
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My best retpeoti to all aiomid you, and m parti* 
cular to liin 0$m» 

Always faitfafolly yn. 



TO MS. OAS& 

London, April 17, 1867. 

Mt dkab Bib, 

Lord GUtfendon's proposed jprmso strikes me 
as much more open to the senatorial objections than 
was the danse as originally framed. It enlists the 
United States in faronr of the ratification of the 
Honduras Convention, and so aflfects them with a 
full knowledge and approbotion of all its terms : it 
connects the two treaties by a direct and indis- 
soluble link. 

Now, the sole and declared object of the original 
proTision was to express the fact which removed the 
Bay Islands from the cat^;ory of differences : that 
fact being one derived exclusively from her Majesty's 
Foreign Office, to wit^ that they had ceased to be a 
British colony whose existence was irreconcilaUe 
with the purpose and in violation of the letter of 
the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, but had become, under 
the admitted sovereignty of Honduras, a free terri- 
tory. All that we had to look to was the extinction 
of the British pretension to sovereignty there, and , 
the retrocession of the islandi to Honduras in any 
form or shape that she, Honduras, might be freely 
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to accept them. We could, consistently with 
our public principles^ interfere with the terms of a 
contract oyer which - Honduras had absolute and 
rightful control, only by refusing to treat with Eng- 
land at all unless she announced the restoration of 
the islands to Honduras, and their voluntary accept- 
ance as restored by that republic. As to the condi- 
tions upon which this bargain might be made agree- 
able to each other, either in reference to the actual 
inhabitants of the islands, or to the opening of an 
inter-oceanic railway, or any other measure of 
sorereign action, our intermeddling would be intru- 
sire and absurd. 

These were the riews of my instructions. Hence 
the original provision in the second clause of the 
second Bepaiate Article, with whiclr Mr. Harcy 
expressed his approbation, as in &ct he and General 
Pierce did with the whole fnyet when matured. 
But the Senate did not like the provision, and have 
substituted another more substantial and direct 
And now comes Lord Clarendon with a proviso that 
means to assert, if it mean anything, that England 
had a mental reservation, not expressed in the 
original provision or in any part of the treaty, not 
to hold herself bound, unless the convention with 
Honduras was ratified, by her distinct, palpable, and 
positive engagement with the United States *'to 
recognise and respect in all future time the inde* 
pendence and rights of the said firee territory as part 
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of the Bepnblio of Hondana.'* What had the 
United States to do with the roHfioaiion of their 
convention ? That waa their own look«oat If they 
entertamed a doabt about it^ why not offer to refer 
to it in some way ? If they entertainedi as probobly 
they now entertain, no doubt at all, then it is not 
surprising that they considered the mere making of 
the convention as equivalent to its ratiiScation, and 
so at once, and without deeming it at all expedient 
.to communicate its contents, they agree to start from 
its making, and make the stipulations for all future 
time which I have recited. Wait for ratification, 
indeed I Look to Honduras for the efficacy, of our 
treaty with Great Britain I I can undeistand why 
Lord Clarendon may shrink from doing what the 
Senate requires, but that he should hope to extenuate 
his shrinking by offering a fnmto whose purport 
never would have been and never can be accepted 
is incomprehensible to me. 

It is said to be useless to ''cry over spilled milL** 
The philosophy is sound and practical. Nevertheless, 
in extreme anxiety to do nothing that may affect the 
public interests injuriously, I shall wait to hear from 
you on this finality to the yearns efforts to adjust the 
Oentral American questions. 

I have been obl^;ed to write in great haste, and 
possibly with a looseness which will tax your indul- 
gent kmdness. 

Always faithfully yrs. 



284 OATITAL 



TO MR KENNEDY. 

Londoo, April 21, 1867. 
If T DB4B 8lB» 

Your paicel addressed to the Bishop of Oxford 
arrived safely; and of course you know that I shall 
take pleasure in conforming to your wishes about it 

I furnished his lordship in July last some 
American experience on the execution of capital 
sentences in private : — too late for use in the then 
existing Parliament He has the reform much at 
heart : but all reforms here are slow in gathering 
confidence, and their advocates omit nothing to 
strengthen themselves' against resistance^ before 
making the final push. The United" States is a 
quiver full of arrows for them : teeming with suof 
cos sfu l experiments in all practical improvements. 
It is really quite surprising, and certainly not dis- 
agreeable, to note the numberless ways in which the 
new world has turned teacher to the old. 

I will not forget the Dean of 8t Paul's. 

The relations of the two countries are, I hope, in- 
dependentof diplomatic formularies ; as the Central 
American treaty returned here with only a single 
feather on its back that broke it down. The point of 
diflTerenoe between the Senate and the ministry was 
whittled to the smallest end of nothingr . Itispossiblei 
after swallowing a camel, to gasp at a gnat 
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Firay prawnt the best i^ogaids of Mn. D. and 
myMlf to Kn. E. 

Yeiy nnoeraly yn. 



TO ME. CABS. 

London, April 24^ 1867. 

Ht dkab Sn, 

You get bj this steamer more of my writing 
than yon will be aUe to tolerate. 

Mr. E. was yesterday entrusted with a despatch 
which £uled to goon Wednesday owing to an accident 
happening to the Hermann. He carries also back, 
in virgin purity, the unexchanged ratification of the 
Central American treaty. As bearer of a private 
letter fiiom Ur. Buchanan to Lord Clarendon, he was 
most kindly and courteously treated by his lordship. 

The cowp-d&^Aoe given to the treaty has, as yet, 
been unnoticed in the newspapers. This I presume 
to arise from an uncertainty as to the most expedient 
course in reference to its effect on the new Par- 
liament Even the fiiot is unmentioned. 

The foreign ministers at this Court are invited (or 
summoned) to be present in Manchester on the 
5th of May next^at the opening of the Art Treasures 
Exhibition, destined, under the auspices of Prince 
Albert, to surpass everything of the sort ever under- 
taken! 

Lord Lyndhurst sets us all a capital example. He 
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is .eighty-fiTe, and yet, as Mr. R will tell yon, at a 
crowded soir^ two nights ago^he was the obeenred of 
all obsenrers as well with ladies as gentlemen:— 
that too in the drawing-room of a Liberal, although 
he is an incnrable Tory, 

The Queen reoovers more rapidly than would a 
frnner^s wife. It is even surmised that her Majesty 
may be energetio enough to open Parb'ament in 
person this day week. She is fond of going through 
that ceremony, which she is said to perform with 
peculiar grace and emphasis. 

The imbroglio between Austria and Sardinia 
promises to disturb the serenity of European .politics. 
Count CSavour overwhelmed Count Bud with too 
much united force and quiet: the latter, of course, 
can*t forgive. As to Switzerland and Brussia about 
Keufchitel, the controversy is finally hushed up by 
France and England to the disadvantage of the 
Bepublic She pays money, and permits a title "" 
derogatory to her territorial independence. 

Lord Elgin is off for Hong-Eong. So aro land 
and naval reinforoementa^ quite enough to plant jt 
colony wherover they please among the distracted 
lyl decadeiit Chinese* 

Cordially yrs. 
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TO COL. MURRAY. 

London, April 28| 1857. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

Your packet for Mr. D. was reoeiTed and 
fonrafded to Mr. Mason in a despatch bag. 

General Mercer is one of those dear thinkers who 
are not easily misled by mere appearance or sound. 
Our system oonstitutesy as the final negotiator of 
treaties, a popular body of sixty-two members I They 
amend snch instnunents with all the freedom they 
amend ordinary bills, engrafting each his pecoliar 
notion, and indulging dap-trap and bunkum without 
stint This is diplomacy run riot; and one must not 
be astonished at finding foreign powers occasionally 
restive under its operation. As early as 1794, our 
Senate struck whole dauses from CShief Justice Jay's 
treaty: in 1824^ they so mutilated one made by 
Mr. Bush, that this government refused, just as they 
have now refused, to exchange the ratifications. 
Whoever was the Senator to ofier the amendment to 
strike out and insert the twenty words about the Bay 
Islands, he alone has the glory of killing the treaty: 
as to all the other paltry picking, it was regarded 
with indifference : — thai was esteemed an intolerable 
dictation, and, though with extreme reluctance, was 
visited with a tit for tat Nothing was more 
perfectly innocuous than the dause as it originally ' 
stood ; but its treatment has, I fear, given the adver- 
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wya Tery dangerous weapon to figHt with. Whence 
came that troly valiant and filibustering amend- 
ment? That, to nSy IB ahronded in senatorial secrecy ; 
bat U i$ hnawn'here^ and will amaze ns, they say, 
heraafter. An ontside concoction ? 

The Cobden party committed a blander, and 
dearly haye they answered it : not inmoving against 
the Chinese war, bat in, immediately npon snccess 
iher$, consenting to assame a drfemive attitade 
against the charge of coalition. They found oiit 
their mistake at too late a stage of the canrass. 

After all, hhuUrinjf goes a mighty distance in 
practical politics, and of that Lord Pahnerston 
employs no small aload. 

Very truly always yrs. 



I 



TO MB. 0AB8. 

London, April 28, 1867. 

MtdkabSib, . 

I send a catting from the Spectator of the 
25th inst It is, as you know, the best weekfy pub- 
lished in London. This is the first and only notice 
yet taken of the non-exchange of ratifications. I do 
not doubt that the intimation in the last line is, in a 
certain senses well founded : and that the ministers 
prafer that.the annunciation of their haying rejected 
the Senate's amendment shall be made by. them in 
reply to parliamentary ^ interpellations,** . aocom- 
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puiied bj gach jostiflcatory and soothing remarks as 
they may think the occasion calls for. 

The negotiation as to modifying the roles of 
maritime war has been formaUy suspended. I have 
reason to know that the answer to oar proposal has 
been prepared in two forms, and was on the point of 
being laid before the cabinet and then sent to me. 
Both forms declined :— one assigning reasons at 
lengthy the other merely saying that just now the 
frojet was not expedient in the judgment of her 
Majesty's goyemment My belief is that Lord 
Palmerston &yonr8 it, and that as soon as he can 
reinforce his strength in the House sufficiently to 
beat Lord John Bussell's opposition to it down, he 
will make it a cabinet question. Mr. Lindsay, a most 
intelligent and re-elected member, and a devoted 
friend of Mr. Cobden as well as of .free trade^ said to 
me the other day that this was the ieoond time on 
which, in reference to surrendering the right to use 
priyateerSy we had retracted at the yery moment when 
they were persuading the goyemment to close with 
th& offer. '^To me," he added, ''it is perfectly 
incomprehensible how you can think of giving up 
privateers, when you contrast the size of our two 
navies.** He is amazed that Mr. Maroy's proposal 
was not instantly closed with. 

The Speaker of the House will be chosen the day 
after to-morrow. Then the swearing in will go on 
for a week. And on Thursday, the 8th May, Par- 
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liament will be opened by Commission: unless '''the 
little lady ^ sbouldt in the meantime^ mnster strength 
enough to go through a showy ceremony in which it 
18 said she acts her part admirably, and of which she 
is therefore naturally rery fond. 

You notice the assiduous and unrenutting courtship 
<tf France and Bussia. It will yet end in something 
Maimde: especially if the British press perseTeres 
in its recent labours to mortify and exasperate the 
sell^esteem of the ''degenerated race." T)i(d Edinburgh 
Bmfiew and the Times hare forcible and humbling 
thrusts at the undeniable diminution of French 
numbers and "physique.^ The Grand Duke Con- 
stantine is now the Imperial guest at Paris ;~and his 
Uajesty the Osar issaid to contemplate a yisit in the 
course of the summer. 

Your refusal to join the hunt against Hhe CSiinese 
is not relished. It is characterized as a cold, selfish, 
and isolating policy :— not actually disapprored, but 
extremely disliked. If they can't get your repre- 
sentatire out there to combine with them, they will 
probaUy try their best to make his time unpleasant : 
if he side with them in the remotest manner, that 
will be enough to produce upon "the ignorant 
Gihinese** all the "moral effect** they desire. 

With cordial respects jrs. 
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TO MB. CASS. 

London. lUj 8, 1857. 
Mr OEAB SlR| 

The oracakr speech of her Majesty, deliyeied 
yesterday^ through the Lord Chancellor and his 
fellow-commissioners, to Parliament, was sent to me 
from the Foreign Office late last night I enclose it 
Yon will note the 5th paragraph as amazingly 
precise, explanatory, and dear I 

Obsenre also^ tliat though Beform be allowed a 
place, it is only Law reform. Eaiprestio tifiuM, etc 
For this session, then, the ministry are for that only. 
It is certainly important ; bnt a great deal more is 
expected, and the opposition will probably hurry to 
get in advance. Opinion is becoming every day 
bolder. At large public meetings, one hears not 
unfrequently ** No State Church,*' ^ No legislative 
Bishops,** ''No hereditary law-makers,*' ''No pro- 
perty franchise," etc 

I cannot resist the impression that this government, 
contemplate taking possession of a laige portion of 
the southern territory of China. An adequate 
military force will soon be there, both French and 
English ; and our squadron will find it hard work to 
.abstain from tlie general foray. If yon have 
Mr. Reed still with you, tell him there is a capital 
article on the Chinese Question in the last, or April 
number of the Edinburg^h Beview. 

Always faithfully yrs. 

VOL. I. B 
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TO LADY MOBGAN. 

London, May 9» 1867. 
Mt DSAB LaDT MOBGANy 

It was my intention to seize the pleasure 
whkli yonr remark to Mrs. D. held oat» althongh 
somewhat apprehensire of being an intruder. Your 
kind ^remind** of this morning gires to the lunch on 
Monday an attraction not to be resisted, and as my 
countrymen say when wishing to make an impressive 
appointment^ ** Youll find me that.** 

Always faithfully, your Ladyship's 

Most obedient servant 



TO MB. PI8HEY THOMSON. 

London, May 9, 1857. 

Mt dear 8ib, 

Pmy accept my very cordial thanks for your 
letter of the 2nd instant It would have been 
replied to at once^ but that I was preparing for an 
absence of several days in Manchester. 

I have been much interested in your account of the 
Memorial proposed to be erected to the Bev. John 
Cotton in the Oh&pel connected with the Church of 
St Botdph in Boston, Lincolnshire ; and I shall feel 
it a high privilege to attend at the contemplated 
ceremony in grateful remembrance of that eminent 
deigyman* Whether I shall be able, at the time 
that may be fixed upon for the inauguration, to quit 
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London^ I caniiot at preeent say; but, as soon as 
apprised of the day's being finally designated (which 
I understood the Ber. O. B. Blenkin to say m^ht be 
at the dose of Jnly next), I will promptly determine 
that point and let yon know. This reticence is in a 
jneasare dictated by my knowing that you desire to 
give to the solemnity a partly inteniational aspect^ 
which I am not quite certain that three months hence 
it will be in my power to aid you in doing. 

Mr. Ingram was kind enough to offer to send me 
an account of your city, and I frankly accepted his 
offer, supposing that it would be in the shape of an 
ordinary pamphlet or guide-book. He haa^ however, 
sent me your really magnificent and cosUy folio of 
•^ The History and Antiquities of Boston, etc" The 
work is truly beautiful ; but is it not too valuable for 
me to retain ? 

I remember you at Washington with much pleasure, 
and regret to hear that your health is bad. Should 
you visit London while I am here, I beg that I may 
have an opportunity to renew our acquaintance. 

Very fieuthfully and sincerely yrai 



TO MS. MARKOK 

LondoD, May 14^ 1867. 

Mt dsab Mb. Mabkob, 

A thousand thanks for ^The Oommeroial 
Belations,'' one half at least of which I beg you to 
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preseut to Mr. Flagg. The volnme graces the 
libraiy of the Statistical Society, and lies ready to 
be deronred on my table. 

As many acknowledgments for your successful 
intercession with Secretary Floyd aboat young 
Bamping. 

Indeed, I am rery much in your debt for these 
and similar acts of assistance So, to wipe off a 
score or two, let me amuse you with a reference to a 
recent symposium. 

On Monday last, Lady Morgan (Sydney Owenson, 
the Wild Irish Girl, Ida of Athens, eta) summoned 
me to meet a friend of hers at luneh. I .went at 
half*past twa Her house is a small curiosity shop, 
crowded with interesting relics. She has Voltaire's 
writing chair, and a sketch of his study. ... The walls 
are literally concealed by likenesses and autographs. 
Everything, like herself, is *^en petit ** and antique, 
except the music she never fails to enlist She is 
so short that when sitting her feet can't reach the 
floor. Her yivacity is boundless, and her intellectual 
attractions recognized, as you will see, by the first 
minds of the age. She dresses as you must imagine 
a discreet, sylph would dress, that is, in a mass of 
lights many-coloured gossamery stuff, with ribbons 
flying in all directions, and a fanciful coquettish cap. 
Weill she rouges highly, and, though turned of 
eighty, might under the magnetic mask of mt, were 
her sight and hearing not imperfect^ pass for som^ 
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thing orer fifty. She placed me on her right at her 
little round table, and inquired in a whisper if I was 
aware of the celebrities present ''They were a 
cluster of brilliants, and I knew them all." Here 
you have them. Close on my right sat Macaulayf 
the fullest and fastest man in conversation I ever 
met with : his only defect an uncontrollable effort, 
arising from excessive self-esteem, t^ monopolize the 
talk. On the left of Lady Morgan was Lord Oarlide^ 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (Morpeth). Then 
^me HaUam (Middle Ages), a most interesting 
person in appearance and manners, suffering to such 
an extent from disease as to be unable to walk 
without help, and perhaps evincing a partial loss of 
mental energy. There too was that most excellent 
historian of Greece, (Tnrfs, whom I like and respect 
the more every time I see him. Near him and 
opposite the hostess twinkled away the pink eyes of 
Albino Lowe, the only highly gifted individual of 
that species perhaps in being: and we rounded off 
with (Jharle$ Vtttiers, a true, talented, and uncom- 
promising liberal, I had almost said democrat^ albeit 
the brother of Clarendon : ManeUon MUnes, a poet, 
politician, parliamentary speaker, and ready con- 
verser: and, though last fiur from least, Lady 
Oombermere. 

Now I won't indulge in repeating the numberless 
admirable things said at this cosey lunch, during 
about an hour and a half. The eagerness to talk far 
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outstripped the eagerness to eat At one time, I 
beUere eyery man was leaning forwaxd over the 
table and giying to the whole nnlistening company 
his particolar idea. The bnists of merriment were 
nnoeasing. If I were a bookmaking tonrist* I am 
certain that I could expand the intellectual gold at 
this Innch through an octavo of leaves. Beview the 
names» and realize its character. 

I think it very probable that you would prefer a 
description of some geological cabineti but I hare 
no rdish for that sort of thing. Sir Boderick 
Murchison now and then walks me through his rich 
collections of fragments of ores, spars, rooks, etc., 
and I take it for granted that they are all very 
curious, very valuable^ and very instructiye : but, 
^ehaaun & mm gcM^ and mine never ran in that 
direction, farther than to admire your drawers ftill of 
what I would scarcely be willing to allow house- 
room. 

Did you get Guixot's study of Peel? That and 
Dr. Kane's book have aroused more fyrcre among 
the ordinary run of readers here than any other new 
publications. Lever has just launched a new novel, 
^ The Fortunes of Glencore,^ which can be read at a 
single sitting, though in three volumes, and is really 
fijl of strong pictures and capital notions of life. 

I have a mind to rush you into the Art Treasures 
Exhibition at Manchester, whose opening I felt it a 
sort of oflBdal duty to attend. But the kbour would 
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be intolerabla You most wait until anodiar. ap- 
propriate fit oomes over me. 

We are all well Yoor notion of Florence is too 
wiae to lait It wonld benefit yon, yoor wife^ sad 
the whole family : fherqfare, I take it for gnmted 
you hate long since given it np. 

Uy best love to every one at home. 

Always fiuthfolly yra 



TO MS. CAS8. 

London, May 15, 1867. 

Mt deab Sib, 

The officers of the Kiagara have crowded my 
despatch bag with letters, official and private. Ton 
will probably, therefore, have fall accounts of her 
performance in crossmg the Atlantic Their repre- 
sentations are glowing in her favour. She was able 
to accomplish two-thirds of her yoyage in six days: 
subsequently she took it leisurely, and reached 
Gravesend on the eighteenth after leaving the 
Narrows. 

I am afraid matters are not as advanced on this 
side as they seem to hare been thought by Mr. 
Toucey. There is a difficulty, owing to her draft of 
water and certain unfinished dredging, in her taking 
the place in the Thames originally assigned, and, 
indeed, it was contemplated, a few hours before she 
entered the Downs, to have signalled and sent her 
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to Liverpool. I cannot learn that the Cable is near 
ready : and when it shall be, the calculation seems 
to be that it cannot be stowed on board the ship at 
a rat9 more rapid than twenty miles of its length 
per day ; so that full two months will be consumed 
in shipping alone the 1200 miles. Should she begin 
to receive her cargo, which is a bold hope, by the 
Ist of June, she cannot finish loading^ before the Ist 
of August, even supposing no accident or delay : and 
thus the most advantageous season for laying the 
wires must be lost It would, I think, be imprudent 
to run the risks of September or October. On the 
whole, unless Captain Hudson, or Professor Morse, 
apply the screw eflfectually to the operatives here, 
and push them to a speed beyond all their habits, 
the grand consummation will be delayed till next 
gammer. As in military, so in mechanical, exploits 
England always lags until the second or third 
campaign. The thing will be achieved, no doubt: 
but not by any means so promptly or punctually 
as American go-a-headness would ^caot 

Queen Victoria, in spite of the prevailing popular 
prejudice, has invited the Bussian Grand Duke 
Constantino to pay her a visit Of course such a 
summons brings him shortly to Osborne : although 
it is gossiped as an unprecedented barbarism. that, 
I some years ago, when the present Emperor Alexander 

I was here and at a ball, on being apprised by the 

]£aster of Ceremonies that her Majesty required him 
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as a partner in the next quadrille, he very oooUyand 
impertnrbably answered that he was engaged, and 
declined the honour I Constantine is said to be 
fatally bent on the mischief of breaking asunder the 
Anglo-Gallican alliance* Success to the 
politician I 

You must not let me wony yon unreasonably 
these letters. My aim is to keep you au/aii to 
current yet un6fficial topics in this maelstrom of 
intelligence and bustle. Stop me unhesitatingly as 
soon as you tire. 

Very fiuthf ully yrs. 

P.S. — ^Mr. Marcy made some arrangement with 
the captains of the Cunarders, by which our despatch 
bags were couftded exdusiTely to their control and 
care. I hate suspicion, and the plan may in the 
long run work well; but when I look at your 
violated letter about New Granada, which came by. 
the Arabia, and compare its contents with the 
q>eech of Lord Palmerston on the 15th inst, I feel 
as if I could not explain, without offence to some 
one, so singular a coincidence. If our negotiations 
become delicate, it would be well not to flinch from 
employing special messengers. Economy is an ex« 
cellent aim, but it is possible to orershoot it 

O. M. D. 



/ 
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TO MR. CASS. 

London, May 26, 1857. 

Mt deab 8ib, 

Ur. William Brown, of Liverpool, addressed 
to me the endoeed letter somewhat too late to be 
sent in the laiit despatch bag. He is so worthy of 
every oonaideration and respect that I am sure you 
will not object to hear his appeal for aid as to the 
survey of the railway route in Honduras, although it 
be informally made and may not obtain the least 
acquiescence. 

I suppose we cannot have too many lii^s of 
Isthmian transit. Until some thirty yeaxto hence, 
when a direct communication with the shores of the 
Pacific shall run upon the miitace of our own soil, it 
will not be wise to rely on a single road at Panama, 
or San Juan, or Tehuantepea We cannot perhaps 
have too many strings to our bow. Still, the extent 
to which we .will co-operate with others, either 
governments or companies^ in projects for opening 
these passages^ deserves careful consideration. I 
think it quite obvious that the commercial interest 
of England is contemplating an extensive settlement 
on the cotton-yielding lands of Southern China, and 
looks to hold direct and rapid intercourse across the 
lathmuSi . As peaceable oompetitorB, our merchants, 
with the advantage of location, would distance them 
in this tmdfl^ as they are &st distancing them every- 
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where: yet it might not be prudent to 

their selling cheap Ohina cotton to the mann&ctoren 

of HancheBter. 

Your private letter of the 5th instant reached me 
but two days aga This slow progress may have an 
accidental cause; but my despatches from the 
United States hare recently so regularly been 
Tiolated on their way, that I am really growing 
sospidoos. I mentioned to you on a former occasion 
that your despatch about New Granada had been 
torn open ; and by the very next bag, a large com« 
munication, with the seal of the department^ had 
undergone the same treatment. The apprehensions 
created by such a state of things destroy the un* 
reseryed character of correspondence. There is a 
mlBchievous Paul Pry somewhere between this and 
Washington. 

Thus far the votes in Parliament indicatCi to a 
casual observer, a large and firm Falmerstonian 
majority. Knowing onesi however, say significantly 
^wait a little:'* and they mean by a UttU a whole 
year at least. By that time, the strong infusion of 
Beform in the new House will have fermented, 
found its way to the top, and be prepared and able 
to shake the smooth surface of the ministerial 
cauldron. It is astonishing how patiently they bide 
their time. The power to ^ wait *' is a great one. 

Of course quidnuncs affect great anxiety as to the 
relations between the two countries. The rejection 
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of the treaty, which they now realize; and the 
spirited articles in our newspapers just received, 
have created a lively stir. The Press here still holds 
back; an abstinence which may be ascribed to a 
diead of proToking the Premier to eihibit his, at 
this moment, irresistible power in the Commons, 
and so committing the country to an extravagance 
which in a twelvemonth he will find impossible. 

The Bnssian minister seems pleased with his news 
from Washington, and prophesies the abrogation by 
Congress of Uie treaty of 1850, a proceeding quite 
nnequiyocally represented to Lord Clarendon when 
I read to him Mr. Maroy's Na 13, of 24th May, 
1856, where it is stated as a resort to which we 
might be ultimately driven. 

The difBculties about the Niagara rather increase 

than lessen. The officers, however, behave ex« 

ceedingly well under the circumstances. They still 

hope not to lose the summer. 

Very iSuthfully yrs. 



TO MB. CA8S. 

Londoo, June 5, 1857. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

The Whitsuntide Holidays dispersed the 
Members of Parliament throughout the country: 
and, under the influence of animal magnetism 
perhapi^ I too went out of town for several days. It 
is impoisihle to imagine anything more beautiful or 
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more perfect in all its detailB^ inira et extra nuBnia^ 
than the rural life of a man of fortune in England, 
When the dear and comfortable weather of early 
June is superadded, a miseiable devil emeiging 
from the smoke, dust, fog, and odour of London, 
finds himself in Elysium among the hills of 
Hampshire. I came back yesterday. 

Our good countrymen, in heavy battalions, are 
winding their way across the island, to spread them- 
selves all over Europe and part of Asia. I found 
my table covered with their cards and introductories, 
and they are most cordially welcome. There are 
among them Professors, Chancellors, Bishops and 
Clergymen $an$ nombre. 

The Niagara goes to Portsmouth to-day, to be so 
altered, as I understand, as may fit her for receiving 
the submarine cable. She will be put iu one of the 
Boydl Docks for the purpose. I am asked to give 
my official assent to this proceeding : but, although 
willing to aid the great object in every possible way, 
I do not feel empowered, and must leave the matter 
in the sound discretion of Captain Hudson. The 
Susquehanna also is in the Thames. Captain Sands 
and his first lieutenant were with me yesterday. 
You will have noticed that, as a little lucky accident 
would have it, they were first in saluting the Bussian 
Grand Duke Constantino as he entered tlie British 
waters on board of a royal yacht from France, on his 
way to the Queen at Osborne. You would be amused 
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to see how this casual and light incident is remarked 
upon. 

The French eleodona come off on the 20th instant^ 
and inspire some interest : though why, it is diiBoult 
to say. Great care has been officially and openly 
taken to secure to the Imperial goremment an 
immense majority both of representatives and votes. 
The suffrages are expected to exceed nine millions. 

I enclose some papers which the Greek minister 
has put into my hands as explanatory of his greiit 
desire that something may be done in respect to the 
matter I have heretofore written about. He says 
that Ifr. — is really not entitled to act as consular 
representativey and that his informal authorization 
from Mr. Diomatari has expired many years ago ; 
that as a missionary he is constantly provoking the 
public mind by proiefytinff"^ course prohibited by 
the Constitution of Greece, dan you empower me 
to say a word to him ? or is it necessary that the 
snliject should assume greater formality ? 

I have nothing worthy ct a regular despatchi and 
cannot have the means of enlivening you until some 
movement in the political atmosphere disturbs iOie 
existing serenity and dulness. 

It is supposed that Parliament^ which reassembled 
last evening, may continue in session till August^ and 
yet their proceedings be quite devoid of general 
interest 

Always fidthfully yrs. 
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« 

TO MR. BUTOniNSON. 

London, Jan^ IS, 1857. 
MT DS4B SlB» 

I have youn of the 26th of May, ooyering 
the letter from the Library Company to Mn Wood- 
crofti and have immediately forwarded the latter. It 
gives me great pleasure to peroeive that the Directors 
justly appreciate the value of the Patent Publica- 
tionSy and have complied with the engagement as to 
binding them. 

I have come acrosSi in the possession of a fashion* 
able widow, a Frenchwoman who married an English* 
man, a painting which I wished were in one of the 
rooms of the library. It is an admirable portrait of 
Franklin, when our minister in Paris, by a great 
contemporary artist ranking now as one of the 
masters, Onwie* He is taken in his morning 
wrap|)er of green velvet with fur collar. The widow 
has repeatedly and significantly called my attention 
to it as an object of historical art which ought to be 
in America. But I remain stupid to the hint, as it 
would be beyond my dilettanti seal to encourage re- 
publicans to give a thousand guineas for a Greuze. 

When you tell me that beef in the Philadelphia 
market is from 20 to 25 cents a pound, you describe 
a condition worse even than the one existing in this 
overcrowded and extravagant capital of carnivorous 
gourmands. You can get the choice pieces, from the 
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Batchers* stalls here, tho tender loin at nine pence 
the pound, the ribs at eight pence halfpenny. Our 
Tictoallers are making too high a profit on their 
business ; but we are fond of good eating and seem 
willing to pay for it at any eialted rate. Some 
scheme should be adopted, of setting off one meat 
against another ; of bringing beef down to reason by 
eating mutton alone for awhile, or by resorting to 
fish and fowl As long as everybody corets beef, 
and permits the audacious butcher to run the price 
up-hill, we shall hare shillings instead of sixpences 
for mouthfttls. 

Politics are just now serene and quiet Louis 
Kapoleon waves a more powerful wand over . all 
Europe than his uncle did, and has a better right 
than Nicholas to announce that Order reigns, not 
merely in Warsaw, but throughout the monarchies. 
Austria has an aspect of liberalism : Prussia lets go 
of Neufch&tel : — ^Russia, France^ and England (per- 
haps the n.S. too ?) are creeping silently after the 
^gg> of the Shanghais : and the only ripple to be 
discerned on the surface is in a pretty little flare-up 
against priestly encroachment and practices in'^the 
domestic legisktion of diminutive. Belgium. Can't 
we break the uniyersal peace, by a row on the 
Isthmus ? Why not monopolise all the transits ? 

The weather has been warm, for a day at a time ; 
but the general temperature is yet too cool to admit 
of the slightest diminution <tf wooUena I suppose 
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yoa are aweltoring under a fierce son, or mehing^ to 
the aearflhorei By-the-by, be good enough not again 
to be tempted to try the treacheioiu waves of inland 
waters. 

We are all in good health, thank E[eayen» and 
hope to remain so, even in spite of the incessant 
entertainments and soirees to which we are obliged to 
go. like good-natored eels, we are growing callons 
to this sort of martyrdom. The ^ season," howerer, 
will not last beyond the middle of July. 

Present ns all to your sons and danghters most 
afieotionately. 

Always fiuthfiilly yra 



TO MR CASS. 

LoodoQv JniM 12, 1867. 

My deab Sir, 

There is quite an uncommon serenity just 
now in the political heavens. Were it not for the 
far-off quarrel with China, the anti-priest excitement 
in Belgium, and the French elections on the 2l8t 
(all rather tame subjects) the quidnuncs would be 
utterly dumb. Parliament is coolly discussing 
domestic topics, the camp at Aldershot^ the hiw c^ 
* divorce, penalties on fraudulent trustees, improve- 
ment of parks, reformatories, etc, etc. The ministry 
appear wonderfully at ease^and my Lord Pkdmerston 
could yesterday mount a fine spirited hors^ at 

VOL. I. 8 
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Windflor, ride to Asooti in the Queen's traioi stay to 
the races, and ride back again, without feeling the 
weight of duties or years. 

Opposite to all thisi I fear» from the statements in 
the newspapers just receivedi that the condition of 
things with you is much disturbed* I hope a great 
deal from Mr. Walker's ability and manliness in 
Kansas, from Harney's inflexible firmness in Utah, 
and from the force of the Supreme law in Ohio. In 
Granada, you will probably find little further difficulty, 
unless indeed the incredible story be true that 
England has got another Buatan on the Pacific side 
of the transit at Panama. These really grave sub- 
jects, superadded to the oppressions, complications, 
and bitternesses, springing almost necessarily out of 
your official patronage, must tax your patience and 
philosophy not a little. Gkid grant' you a safe 
deliyerance I 

Please let Mr. Toucey know that Captain Hudson, 
haying apprised me of his intention so to change the 
Niagara as to fit her for the reception of the sub- 
marine telegraphic cable, at the expense of the com- 
pany and without injury to the ship, I applied, at his 
request^ to Sir Charles Wood for an order that the 
work mij^t be done expeditiously, safely, and well 
by the operatiyes in the public employ at .Ports- 
mouth. Sir Charles telegraphed Admiral Seymour 
immediately. The alterations will probably be com- 
pleted in two weeks. Eyerybody appears now 
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^ a. 

aanguine that the cable will be on the bottom of the 
Atlantic in the coone of the summer :— let ns hope, 
with the two ends tig^t to NewfomuUand and Ireland 
respectiyely. 

The British If nseam has recently had its attrac- 
tions increased by the noblest room for a library now 
existing. It ii an immense circle lighted from a lofty 
and beautiful dome« Onr congressicmal apartment 
devoted to the same use is quite eclipsed by it 

You see how dull I am forced to be. 

With my best regards to MtBs Gass, 

I am fidthfully yrs. 



TO DR. SHAW. 

LoodoDy Jane 27, 1857. 

Mt dbab Db. Shaw, 

Pray excuse my delay in answering your note 
of the 24th instant ; it has been owing to absence 
from London and other causes. 

The last session of Congress was the short one^ that 
is, from December to March 4th. Still, the general 
subject to which you refer was not entirely neglected. 
Two handsome and adequate appropriations of $6760 
.and $25,000 were made : the fint, ** for preparing 
for publication the surreys of the late expedition 
to the North Pacific Ocean and Behring^s StraitSi 
and for finishing the publication of the charts made 
by the late expedition for the exploration and surrey 
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of the Biyer La FUta and tributaries;** and the 
M0OfM^ ''to authorise the Secretary of the Nayy to 
eaoae to be extended and completed the exploration 
of the Parana and the tributaries of the Paraguay 
Birer.** 

This^ to be snre^ is not much ; but it may help you 
oot of a tight place. 

I received about two months ago a ponderous 
quarto from the United States Coast Surrey Depart- 
ment ; the Saperintendent's Beport of the proceed- 
ings during the year 1855. It is an exceedingly 
elaborate and interesting etepostfy aided by many 
admirable charts. Hare you got it? My only copy 
was given to Dr. Whewell of Cambridge^ Master of 



Always most 'respectfully and truly yrs. 



TO MS. THAYER. 

LondoQ, July 8, 1867. 

Mt deab Thjlteb, 

You will see by the enclosed how rery much 
your letter of the 10th June has gratified the Lord 
Ohief Justice as well as myself. 

By-the-by, talking of judges, there is hanging in 
the gallery of the British Exhibition this year, a 
Tery large-siied and admirably painted portrait of 
Judge King. He is in full Turkish or Egyptian 
eestumsb with magnificent torban, sabre^ shi^wls, and 
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withal a fine flowing white beaxd leposbg <m his 
breaat The likeness is speaking; and he ooght 
never to appear in any other dress. It was sent over 
from FkriSp where he now is^ and where it was painted 
by Kellogg. 

Love to all — ever y rs. 



TO JUDGS KANE. 

London, July 6^ 1857. 

My deab Judge Eans, 

The bnsts hare only jost reached me, and, in 
honest truth, our recollections are too vivid to allow 
OS to like them. The artist has&Uenshort of jostice 
to his subject He has failed to delineate, as be 
mighty the traits of thought^ enterprise, vivacity, 
courage, and endurance: these constituted the heroic 
original.* For my own party too, I miss the beard 
which wais the necessary consequence and companion 
of his greatest exploits. Still, we unite in thanking 
you warmly for the present. 

I sent the copy intended for the Boyal Greo- 
graphical Society to Sir Roderick Hurchison. If 
his acknowledgment come soon enough, it will ao> 
company th'gi 

With the best regards of all mine to all yoursy 

' Faithfully yn. 

* I>r. E. K. KuM. 
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TO MS. CA8S. 

Londooy JqIj 17» 1857. 

My deab Sib, 

Obsenring in the newspapers that yon have 
returned from yonr northern joumeyi I venture 
upon resoming my private missivea. 

Becent events have disturbed the political serenity 
on which I commented a month ago. The rebellion 
in In4ia» the elections in France, the explosion and 
fidlure of the Hazzini scheme at Genoa, and renewed 
difltnrbanoes in Spain, are all very interesting in 
their details and probable consequences. 

A grand drama seems preparing from one end to 
the other of Hindostan. Every effort is made to 
conceal or disguise tiie ' fundamental cause of the 
disaffection. . May they not be playing over again 
the game of lordly redcoats and paltry provincials ? 
The outbreak at Meerut has been expected some- 
where by intelligent observers, for several years 
back. The Home government imprudently repelled 
warning and advice. The larded cartridge was 
merely the last feather on the camera back. Proofis 
of a vast preconcert^ requiring much time to mature, 
are manifest The elevation of a King at Delhi is a 
measure of permanent bearing. The simultaneous 
mutinies of widely separated regiments of sepoys 
cannot be misunderstood. 

Passion is in the ascendant here. Perhaps this is 



\ PROMPT VENGEANCE. 268 

inevitable while their reladves and friendi axe being 
butchered and worse than butchered hj the rerolted 
eUves. Too much force cannot be sent out to 
execute a prompt rengeance. No money to be 
stinted. No mercy to be shown. The ''fanatic 
natives ** are destined to a worse &te, by fire and 
sword, than our blacks undergo after insurrection. 
There are represented to be about seventy thousand 
British, of all descriptioDS, military, civil, and mer- 
cantile, in India ; and they are maintaining the sway 
of this island over a hundred and seventy millions I 
The reinforcements in motion are said to be about 
twenty-five thousand men : among which are counted 
the troops going out to China, but which the 
Oovemor-General, Canning, has intercepted and 
ordered to Calcutta. 

It would seem that Cavaignac and Gamotbave 
decided on taking the oath of allegiance to the 
Imperial dynasty. Their constituents insist that it 
is a condition prescribed by irresistible force, and if 
they don't take it they abandcm their country to her 
£ite« 

I hope you benefited, by your absence for a time 
fiom the turmoil of Washington. 

Always fiuthfully yxL 



«« 
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TO MR. CABS. 

London, July 19» 1857. 
Mt DKAB SlBy 

There is a careleesly-worded sentence in one 
of my despatches (Na 61, lOth Jnly, 1857X which, 
if I had the power, I would like to correct For- 
tunately it is of no importance, being a bald expres- 
sion of opinion: bat then it would seem to assert a 
sentiment of my own, which was not intended. It 
relates to CaTaignao and Camot taking the oath of 
fealty, and b^ns, ^ They should not hesitate, for what 
is the obligation of an oath enforced by five hundred 
thousand bayonets?" Had I merely used the words 
^ J< %9 tui^ <&a< they should noty'' then my exact aim 
would have been reached. There is enough strength 
in the Tiew to puxzle casuists ; but I am not pre- 
pared to adopt it» though powerfully enforced* Pray 
don't suppose me willing to treat official swearing 
lightly for any purpose. 

The death of Mr. Marcy was announced to us by 
the steamer which arriyed yesterday. The ^ inevit- 
aUe hour'' came to him in an enviable maiDfer. 
No sickness, no. debility, no pain, no disquietude. 
I presume it was a sudden stoppage of the heart's 
action. Being at the Premier's drawing-room last 
nighty I obsenred that it awakened about as much 
interest as would the decease of any sepoy in India. 

A fierce struggle getting up between the two 
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Houses of Parl&ment on the Jew questioD. Lord 
John Bussell moved a new bill, giving to a former 
act authorizing oaths to be administered to witnesses 
in the manner binding on their consciencesi an ex- 
tension to legislatiye oaths ; and if the Lords throw 
ihii out, he arows his readiness to call Baron Botha- 
child into the Commons, and to have him take his 
seat, omitting the danse **on As true faUh of a 
Ohridioiny Soch a coarse, if the Peeis be firm, 
must bring on a most unseemly collision. Lord 
Chief Justice Campbell has frankly frgudgtd it 
as a yiolation of positive law. The truth is, the 
movement of Lord John is as clearly revolutionary 
as was the effort of the black republicans to compel 
or nullify the Senate on the Kansas question. Mr. 
Boebuck and many of the newspapers denounce the 
Lords with all the bitterness and contempt used by 
the old Jacobins of France against the nobles. If 
we examine symptoms closely Z think we should 
come to a condiision that the Upper House is fietft 
losing its prestige, and that its end may be looked 
for as soon as some five or six of its veteran sages are 
removed (Lyndhurst^ Brougham, St Leonards, Lans* 
downe, Aberdeen). I doubt whether our Senate has 
ever had so little hold upon popular respect Still, 
a fondness for aristocracy and a subserviency to 
wealth leaven the whole lump of British society, 
and an attempt to extinguish or curtail the legisla- 
tive power of the Peers is always in danger of re- 
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actioiL The drown too shields them by its popu- 
larity. If Oeorge lY, were on the throne, both 
would be in imminent danger. 

We have here a number of distinguished Ameri- 
cans: among them, Tioknor, Sparhs, and Sumner. 
The last is quite a &TOurite as the suffering oham- 
pion of Abolition. Ticknor and Sparks have no 
politics^ and are delightful Doctors Miitter and 
Gibson of Philadelphia are also in London, the 
former very ill of the gout. A rally of American 
sojourners takes place on the 21st instant^ the day 
after to-monow, at Boston in Lincolnshire, to '' assist '' 
at the inauguraticm of a Chapel in honour of the 
Pilgrim fitther, John Cotton. I am bounH to be 
there. 

We cannot hare fisurther news from India before 
the latter part of this week. 

Always iUthfully yrs. 



TO ME8. QALEB. 

Londan, July 20^ 1857. 
Ut DIAB MbS. GaLB8» 

It is extremely proToking to be obliged in * 
frankness to confess the entire failure of my efforts 
to cany, out your suggestion as respects Miss Juliana 
May. 

I reserred an answer to your letter in the hope 
thati before the season finally dosedt something 
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enable me to write more agreeable prospects ; 
but tbe ooncerts and parties at the Palace are now 
oyer. 

I cannot yenture to say why the royal attention 
was not attracted to Miss May. Her Majesty and 
the Prince Consort justly take pride in salecting 
the most accomplished and skilful musicians and 
songsters for their concerts; and Miss May, under 
her engagement with Mr. Lumley, had puhlicly» 
though under some diaadvantages^ exhibited her 
fine yocal powers. The number of- great ^eanta^ 
iriee$** from which to select^ has no doubt embar* 
rassed choice : and there are obviously some perscxial 
friends, like Noyello and Balfe, with whose uniform 
preference no competitor could hope for succesSi 

I cannot say (for honestly I do not beUeye) that 
any prejudice exists against a voice simply because 
it is American. High art is too much cultivated, 
too ardently pursued, too triumphantly fashionable 
for that, nothing so cosmopolitan ; but we have yet 
to achieve for our country the reputation of a land 
of song ; and until that be achieved, and made unde- 
niable, we must not wonder if even the excellence 
we know we possess fails to be sought for. 

Had I been able to accomplish your wish, my 
being accessory to the happiness of Mrs. May and 
her daughter would have given me unalloyed plea- 
sure; and certainly no one would be more eager 
than myself to contribute in any degree to your 
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grttificatioii, or to that of Mr. Gales, whom I ciia 
nerer regard in any other light than as an old friend 
of my iathei^i^ and I hope of mine. 

Always most fidthftilly yrs. 



TO MB. CABS. 

London, July 24^ 1867. 

Mt dbab Bol, 

It has strack me to be expedient to send yon . 
the accompanying copies of frivaie letteis on the 
sabject of handsomely inangorating the wire which 
is to ran nnder the Atlantic from Yalentia to St 
John's. 

I hope the President will approre my giying the 
note of preparation io Lord Clarendon. It was 
marked "priyate** because there is not absolute 
certainty that the enterprise may not be balked by 
one of the thousand acddents that are possible, and 
so the two goyemments be made to appear too con- 
fident 

One can scaroely yet credit the realisation of this 
most yasti yet most deUcote^ conquest of science and — 
machinery. The first spark that goes from Bucking- 
ham Palace to the White House will, like meicy, be 
twice blessed, securing immortality at once to girer 
and receiTer, in nioie durable records than those of 

]£r. Huffiiagle^ our consul-general for British 
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is now here. Nothing as yet from that region to 
allay the general anxiety. There seems, indeed, 
a preyailing impression that the mutineers at Delhi 
are numerooSy strong in anns and ammunition, and 
skilful as soldiers: so that the' siege may be a pro* 
tracted one and encourage disaffection elsewhere. 
The rumour of defection in the army at Bombay does 
not seem to be well founded. 

The course of the three leading republicans lately 
elected in Paris, Oayaignac, Gamot^ and Godchoux, 
as to the oath of fealty, seems still undecided. The 
constituencies press the argument I have heretofore 
stated, and the general impression is that it will 
prevaiL 

The £ftcilities and comforts of locomotion by rail- 
ways are capital aids to the harmony and distinctive 
power of crowned heads. Continental royalty has 
fiurly overrun England lately. Whether they come 
like shadows and so depart, can only be guessed. 
We have had from Austria, the Grand Duke Maxi- 
milian ; from Prussia, Prince William ; from Spain, 
the Duke and Duchess of Montpensier ; from Bel- 
gium, nearly the whole reigning £Euni]y; from 
France, Prince Napoleon ; from Holland, the Queen 
of the Netherlands (the Duchess of Van Bwren) ; and 
'Louis Napoleon promises a quiet call at Osborne 
with his Empress in the course of a fortnight I Jam 
$ali$ Unris nivii aique dirm ffrandiniit When 
curiosity is once gratified, these personages are rather 
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mocmyeiuent to the corps diplomatique, at least tb 
our portion of it. ** To meet her Majesty,'' or ''to 
be presented to EL R. EL ;" hie labor, hoc ppu$ edt 

The toast given at the banquet in Boston to the ' 
Ftesident of the United States was reoeiyed with a 
cheering altogether vehement and remarkable, by a 
company of at least three hundred. It was pre&ced 
by an elaborately prepared and really forcible speech 
bcfOL the historian off Boston (whose work, by-the-by, 
is a magnificent folio volume, got up with a super- , 
abundance of elegance in engravings, type, paper, 
and binding), Mr. Pishey Thomson, whom we all 
knew as an admirable bookseller for so many years on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. The learned and eloquent 
Bishop of Lincoln was there, and gave us a speech. 
So was our Bishop Smith of Kentucky, wlio did ditta 
So also, Erskine, Dean of Bipon, son of the old first ' 
Lord. And so, too^ a succession of Members of Par- 
liament. The Mayor presided. Our fiag waved all 
day upon the topmost turret of the beautifcd tower 
of St Botolpb, which is three hundred feet high. 

Always faithfully yrs. 



TO MR. CA88. 

London, July 28, 1857. . 

* Mt dbab Sib, 

It is here next to impossible to procure 
authentio infonnation of what is meditated at Madrid 
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respaotiiig Mezioo. Don Bravo left Londoa tome 
months *ago to meet the OorteSi and Comyn, the 
Chaig^ is either unable or unwilling to talk on 
* matters of pablio interact The newspaper corre- 
spondents only invent and mislead. It is now alleged 
that the mediation <tf England and France lias been 
accepted* It i% I think, rather to be suspected that 
the Spanish movement was from the first unreal, and 
meant more to cover Cuba from apprehended filiboa- 
tering than to invade Mexioa At all events^ juat 
now the condition of Spain is too much disturbed 
and uncertain for an important military expedition 
to the other side of the Atlantic, which might furnish 
MM a plausible ground of acti(m. Spain will be very 
shy of doing what might possibly swell to overflowing 
the popular current in the United States. The 
mediation has, in all likelihood, been part of the 
original plan, and inyited by hen 

A moderated tone on the subject of Slayery is un- 
doubtedly observable even in Parliament How 
explainable? L The pressure of the truth as to 
their West Indies. 2. The pressure of the rebellion 
in BengaL 3. The pressure firom the China fight 
4. The shake leoently given to the Napoleonic 
throne. 5. The annexation of Perim, protested 
•against by Turkey under impulse of France : — and 
with all these, 6. The hourly increasing conviction 
that there is no safety for the ascendency of the ^ 
Liberal Party except in honest friendship with the 
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States. It may be that this abatement in the 
cruBading gpirit is preparatory to aiding us to acquire 
Cuba: for as they despair of stopping the trade 

m 

ftom Africa, they may see reason to prefer the insti* 
tntion as it exists with ns to the one on the Island. 

The French ambassador urged me by letter, three 
or foor days ago, to obtain for an Imperial hydro- . 
graphic engineer, the privilege of accompanying 
CSaptain Hudson in the Niagara, during the Yoyage 
for laying the sub-Atlantic cable. The ship was on 
the eve of departure, and I had no time to correspond 
with her officers. I sent his Excellency a short note 
addressed to Captain Hudson, requesting; if no orders 
or rules were in the way, that he would inyite.and 
receive the engineer, a Mr. Delamarche, on board the 
frigate. I hope the President will approve what it 
was 'impossible to avoid or evade without extreme 
discourtesy* The correspondence on the subject I 
have thought it proper to send to Mr. Toucey. 

Tou will see by the newspapers that the Jews* 
Oaths question has taken a more decided phase than 
ever. Mr. Horsman, an able and influential liberal, 
has twitted the Premier, in language to which that_ 
functionary is not accustomed, on his duties as the 
party leader : intimating that the Earl of Harrowby, 
Lord Privy Seal, cannot be permitted, while a mem* 
ber of the cabinet, to withhdd his vote in the House 
of Loids from the bill, and that the whole united 
and active power of the ministry must be given to 



INDIAN MXrriNT. 278 

the measure, on penalty of Whig denunciation and 
diaoiganiation. 

Still no fresh news from India, though expected 
ererj boor. In the House of Commons last night 
If r. Disraeli made a Terj tedious and elaborate 
speech on the causes of the disaffection and the 
proper course of gOTcmment now that it had ex- 
ploded, A worse picture of political administration 
could not easily be painted ; fiur exceeding, especially 
in its deep shades of usuipati(m and confisoatioD, the 
recapitulated grioTances in our Dedazation of 1776. 
It felly howeyer, yery flat on the ear, though I was a 
patient listener during the whole of it, from fiye to 
eight o'clock. Lord John Bussell, who just now re- 
sembles an inexpert swimmer trying to buoy him- 
self with awkwardly entangled bladdere^ gaye Mr. 
Disraeli's motion a patriotic direction. 

I was earnestly assured, during the concert at 
Apsley House last night, by Lord Stanley, whom I 
think better infonned as to the condition of the 
British colonies than any other man in England, 
that the whole affair was a mere military immtte^ and 
would certainly be at once repressed. And yet an 
Indian Commissary-General, . CoL R, yery lately 
returned home, is anxiously in doubt as to the result, 
looking to the fieJl of Delhi before the besiegers as 
indispensable to the safety of the whole against the 
peryading discontent. One thing is quite certain :— ^ 
that this country nill concentrate all its eneigies 
VOL. !• T 
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«gaiii«t the insuneotiony first to put it down, second 
to xeyenge its onieltieBy and third to reform its 
causes. 

Mr. Hufinagle, oar consul-general in the East^ is 
returning home from Calcutta, wholly unable to meet 
the expenses of his post bjr his saUry. I have long 
known him, and belieye him, as a public agent, to be 
eminently reliable for intelligence and integrity. At 
this interesting moment of Chinese and Indian perUu> 
bation, he will have a fund of valuable practical know- 
ledge to lay before you. Tlmt region of the earth 
is looming up into so much importance that I should 
think it wise, rather than lose the public benefit of 
his skill and experience, if he were permitted his 
salary unencumbered by his actual expenses. 

Those fierce and endless riots in New York make 
very disagreeable echoes in the ears of Americans 
abroad. We cannot vindicate or excuse them. I 
really hope they will soon die out 

Hy latest official Begister is that of 1855 ; and I 
often want the Army and Navy Begisters for the 
eunentyear. 

Always faithfully yrs. _ 

P.S. — Your old assailant, Brougham, in his 
eightieth year, was last night busy among groups of 
beauties, chatting and laughing as a boy long after 
midnight I 
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TO MR. J. M. M. 

LoDdoD) July 28, 1867. 

My deab Sib, 

Although extremely indignanti I was not 
sorry to see the yenom spit at you by the Yankee 
parson. I was sare of the rebound ; and it has come 
in the best possible way and to the greatest possible 
effect : — subserving not so much the individual (for 
really he could not be harmed) as the cause with 
which he is identified. 

You notice the progress of things here ? Cihina, 
India, Paris, Italy, Spain, Parliament? I thought 
the world going to sleep ; when it suddenly, like a 
drowsy lion, stood up and shook itself all over. I 
am afraid, however, that the monster won't keep on 
his legs, but will sink into deeper slumber than ever. 

Two or three things are worth noticing. 

There's the wonderful readiness of the oldest and 
ablest men to mingle, night after night, and all 
night, in the light gaieties of life. Lyndhurst at 85, 
Brougham at 80, Lansdowne at 77, St Leonards at 
76, Palmerston at 73, Campbell at 78, Aberdeen at 
73, Combermere at 77, Wensleydale, Baron Parke, at 
75, eta, may be found wherever amusement, though 
it be in the form of mere show, is to be had. So 
with the very andentest of ladies. The effect on 
society generally is salutary and obvious. To be sure,"^ 
the very young are rather cowed. 
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There's also the biuy and widespread eagerness'to 
xeyive chnrch ornamentation. I haye recently visited 
a number of Cathedrals and Parish Churches, and, 
being a tolerably good Episcopalian, haye trembled 
to notice tho immense backsliding to Bomanism in 
the crosses, altan^ painted windows, symbols, mottoes, 
sedilias, piscinas^ etc They look more like niches in 
the yast St Peter's^ or eyen chapels in the Greek 
Kazan. A fierce controyersy, to be sure, is waging 
on the subject : the newspapers and periodicals are. 
full of it I went into Wiltshire, and saw a church 
on which Mr. Sydney Herbert, the MJP., had spent 
a fortune : it had seven hundred and fifty-four pillars, 
big and little, no two alike t I went, in the opposite 
direction, to Lincolnshire, and there saw another on 
which its wealthy rector, caUed Barridge, was in pro* 
gress of lavishing his money, making it, to my eye, a 
glittering temple for Catholicism rather than a house 
appropriate to Protestant worship. The religious 
ardueologists are raking up and restoring, under one 
pretence or another, all the Boman abominations de- 
nounced by the Beformation. 

Confound it : I am in a garrulous vein, and here, 
suddenly comes the neoesBity of a despatch I 

Ever yrs. 
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TO LORD CLARENDON. 

LondoD, July 29* 1857. 

Mt dear Lobd Clarekdok, 

DefinitiYe informatioii may I think be expected 
as to the prospects of the sab-Atlantic cable in about 
two weeks from Monday next» the Srd Angnst. In 
the meanwhile, I am promised a telegraphic despatch 
from the Niagara when she will have successfully 
laid three hundred miles of the wire ; and this shall 
be sent to you as soon as received. 

The message from her Majesty it would seem 
prudent to haye in readiness for transmission by the 
10th of August; and I would respectfully suggest 
that it should be placed in a 9ealed enyelope addressed 
to the President^ to be opened only upon the instant 
the communication between Yalentia and St. John's 
is certain. The enyelope^ in a letter containing this 
instruction, should, I am informed by Mr. Cyrus 
W. Field, be forwarded to '' George Saward, Esq., 
Secretary of the Atlantic Telegraph Company^ 
Yalentia, Ireland.** 

With sentiments of the highest respect^ 

I am faithfully yrs. 
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TO MR. 0A88. 

London, July 31, 1857. 
Mt DBAB SlBy 

Tho news from IndiOy which reochod hero the 
day before yesterday, has augmented aUirm and 
affected the funds. Delhi holds out» with a force of 
80,000 mutineers, against General Barnard; and 
sorties, though not suecessrul ones, are made fre- 
quently and with spirit It is admitted tlmt all . 
Bengal is disaffected. The ^ plot ^ was on the eve of 
exploding at CSalcutta, and was only stayed by a 
sudden disarming. The King of Oude has been 
arrested and imprisoned. A large body of reyolted 
sepoys are encamped, and yet, it would seem, un« 
attacked, outside of the walls of Delhi. The loyal 
profession so much magnified and relied upon by the 
native troopsy was ardently repeated by a regiment 
which on the next day massacred all its officers and 
dispersed. Cliristian missionaries are being merci- 
lessly slain. Madras and Bombay, though agitated 
and anxious, have yet witnessed no overt acts. 
These are the leading traits of the telegraphed news^^ . 
When we get the details, by the correspondence on 
.its way here, it is supposed tiie picture will be much 
more gloomy. 

Troops are forwarding as fast as they can be got 
ready. Large inducements are offered to those whose 
terms of service have expired, to re-enlist Some 
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intimatioDt ore given of French OMistono^ bat thoro 
if an insUnotiTe jealoof y of that It may, howeyer, 
bo confldontly expected tliat for two or tlireo years to 
comOy England will think of nothing bat India. 
E?cn if die pots a prompt dose to the present insnr- 
rection, she will have to increase her European forces 
there immensolyt and inaugurate an entirely new 
system of go?emment She has, for moro tlum a 
century, boon arrcgonti cruol, rapacious» intoleraat, 
and mercenary, and yet she expresses surprise at the 
rebellion I thinks she has nursed the Huidoos into 
civilisation as an affectionate ** mother ** would train 
her children I and now finds in the monstrous in* 
gratitude she meets a justification for dooming the 
race to a dreadful retribution. Barri*s portrait of 
her ixirentage to us is no doubt true in applicatioin 
to hor colonies in general. She is the reverse of 
Borne. 

I have heretofore referred to the question of the 
Holdo-Wallachian Principalities as one calculated in 
its progress to disturb existing combinations. You 
perceive that it is now working. France, Bussia, 
Prussia, and Sardinia are on one side: England, 
Austria, and Turkey on the other. Their represen* 
tatives hare reached the point of angry rupture. 

You have probably had your mind recalled to the 
questicm of the Bight of Search by the case of the 
Panchita. Does not that case, and the actual positioiv. 
of this government present a most favourable eon- 
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juncture for quietly patting an end to that preten* 
sion? 

Pray say to the President that the Queen of the 
Netherlands specially enjoined it upon me to express 
her pleasure at hearing of his complete restoration to 
health, and to say that she remembered with much 
gratification his visit to HoUand, where he had left 
many agreeable recollections. Her Majesty speaks 
English like a book« 

There can be no doubt that eyery effort will^ be 
made to break up the refuge which the unhappy 
continental democrats find in this country. Sove- 
reigns are, for this purpose, in their turn ^* conspir* 
ing.** The failure at Grenoa, and the implication by 
arrested men in Paris of Mazzini and Ledru fioUin 
in a design to assassinate Louis Napoleon, furnish 
the pretext. The Press here will resist gallantly ; 
but it will not surprise me if, as one of the possible 
results of the actual predicament of England, the 
visit of the Emperor to Osborne on the 5th proximo 
were to be followed by some harsh measure against 



To-day, it is thought, will realise the recent giving 
out of Lord John Bussell, and see Baron Bothschild 
sworn in by resolution in such form as he may deem 
obligatory upon his conscience. Such a course pro- 
mises to be the initiation of a protracted contest . 

Always faithfiilly yrs. 
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TO MR. CASS. 

LoodoOi August 4, 1857. 
Mr DEAB S1R9 

Lafntgna, the Mexican minister in Madrid, is 
reported as gone to Paris, but it is believed in order 
to facilitate the accepted mediation of England and 
France. Were anything serions and critical impend* 

ingy Mr* would not keep it from me. As it is, 

nobody anticipates a belligerent coarse from Spain. 
There is^ howeyer, great difficulty in getting at the 
truth. 

The recognition of the free navigation of the 
Danube, and the extinguishment of the Sound Dues, 
have very naturally brought into question another 
kindred matter, — ^the tax levied by that great^poten* 
tate the King of Hanover upon commerce on the 
Elbe. Goods crossing a line running from the 
mouth of the Schwinge, a small Hanoverian river, 
nearly due east across the Elbe to the opposite 
Holstein shore, are subjected to a toll ranging from 
•2- to -j- and ^ per cent, ad valorem. The exaction is 
enforced even though the vessels are merely passing 
up the river, and do not stop in the Hanoverian 
sovereignty, which does nothing to preserve or im- 
prove the channeL Is it not worth while inquiring 
how far our trade is affected ? (perhaps it has been 
done already) and whether it be worth while tp 
make the stand against the ** Bmnshausen Toll,*^ 
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m 

which yoa took the lead in making against the Sound 
Dues? 

I tend you a iSett parliamentary volume in the 
nature of a Blue Book. Lord Clarendon was kind 
enough to let me have two copies : one will adorn 
the' library of your department^ the other that of 
this legation. The contents are yaluable and in- 
teresting. 

The contest about the Jews' Oath waxes warm. 
Lord John Bussell has again shifted his ground, and 
now relies upon the general language of a forgotten 
and dismterred statute of William IV. He has got 
the Attomey-Greneral, Sir Bichard Bethell, to agree 
with him in its interpretation, and so may find his 
position strong, notwithstanding the dear and power- 
ful difsent of Sir Frederick Thesiger, certainly one 
of the ablest^ if not the very ablest, lawyer. in the 
House. A committee to construe the Act, to con« 
8ult» and report, will probably be appointed this 
evening. Lord Palmerston reserves himself for their 
interpretation. 

The details of the news from Lidia are frightful :— 
but they do not attest that disaffection among the^ 
people out of the ranks of the army without which 
the military mutiny must soon fizzle out Dellii 
has probably succumbed to the. army of Oeneral 
Barnard, say about 12,000 to 13,000, though we have 
no authentic account of the fact The zeal here is 
unabated : their empire in the East must be saved at 
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every cost : the lentimeiit u common to all ahades of 
party. 

Do yon notice the peremptory yiolence of the 
French minister at Constantinople on the Dana- 
bian PrindpalitieB question? A la MemAihofhe 
threatened to quit^ and the frightened Turk changed 
his cabinet to prevent his departure. How Lord 
Stratford will stomach this remains to be seen. 
This political arrangement of the Treaty of Paris 
always stmck me as having in it the seeds oi great 
controversy. 

The Queen, in person, will probably, prorogne 
Parliament about the 2Srd instant^ and proceed the 
next day to Balmoral. Everybody that can will 
imitate her example in hastening out of London. I 
propose, after having endured city confinement con- 
tinuously for sixteen months, to give my fiunily a 
swallow of sea air, on the eastern point of the Isle of 
Wight The h^at has been trying {or a week past^ 
the mercury sometimes at 90^. 

Always fiuthfully ynu 



. TO ME. CASS. 

London, August 7, 1867. 

* Mt deab Sib, 

At Lord Palmerston's, the night before last^ 
I had a short dialogue with Mr. Comyn, the Spanish^ 
Charge 
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1 III 

D. I notice in the Pod that your Ohef is oomibg 
back. When will he be here ? 
• C. He intends letorning, but has not yet left 
Madrid 

D. He will probably be able to tell us how yonr 
controveny with Mexico gets on. 

C. Oh t for the present^ and perhaps finally thatis 
di^ioeed clL We have accepted the mediation of 
France and England. But» Mexico is impracticable ; 
and it is difficolt to say how we are to get a guaranty^ 
that she will not repeat her barbarities. 

D. Her domestic politics are vexy much distracted, 
and her go?emment took no part in the injuries of 
which you complain. 

G. May be so. 

m 

D. And, after all, an attack from you mightdoher 
an essential good. You would rouse her to union 
and action : — as to reconquering her, that^ of course, 
you know is an impossibility. Where is Mr. 
Lafragua? 

0. 1 belieye at, or on his way to Paris. 

The French sovereigns arrived at Osborne yester- 
day morning. Prodigious pains are taken by mili;^ 
tary, naval, and police to secure their personal safety. 
Nothing was allowed, on the water, to approach 
within two miles of them. A body of Parisian 
detectives forms a cordon round them at a distance. 
And yet the eagerness of his Majesty to greet Prince 
Albert^ when near the landing, led to his stumbling 
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down the paddle-wheel and falling hearily on the deck, 
thereby, as it is said, ** grazing his face and shaking 
himself oonsiderably.** Maizzini should^ provide a 
Boman augur to make the most of the Omen I 

Parliament will remain in session some two weeks 
longer. A genenJ desire prevails to hear something 
definitive from India before adjournment : — and the 
grouse can wait a fortnight 

Lord Carlisle &stened the European end of the 
sub-Atlantic telegraph wire to its place at Yalentia 
yesterday morning, and away westward steamed the 
little squadron 1 I am hourly expecting a message 
from Mr. Field, who is on board the Niagara, and 
who promised one when the expedition has prosper- 
ously got 500 miles forward. 

I send you the copy of a letter which I received 
yesterday from a leading commercial house here, 
one of whose partners, Mr. 6. Moffatt, is a Member 
of Parliament It complains of what it calls *an 
anomaly '' in our recent reduction of the tariff, passed 
March 3rd, 1857. Tea was a non-enumerated article 
in the schedules of the tariff of 1846, and therefore by 
a special clause made subject to a duty of 20 per 
cent, ** when imported direct from the place of ii» 
growth or production in American veseeU, or in foreign 
veeseli entitled ly reciprocal treatiee to he exempt from 
dieeriminaUng diUiee, tonnage, and other ehargee** 
The object of the discrimination is obvious ; and yet/ 
perhaps^ while the Chinese market is affected by 
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political difflcaltiesy we should find benefit in Bos- 
pending its operation. What thinks the Fresident» 
orHr.OoI>bP 

Always fSetithfollj yra. 



TO MB. CASS. 

LoodoD, August 18, 1867. 

Ht dxab Sib, 

The arrival of Gov. Wright in the steamer 
Atlantic took me by surprise. Mr. Yroom has left 
Berlin, and will reach Paris to-morrow or the next 
day. He proposes to embark for the United States 
on board the Arago, which leaves Southampton on 
the 26th instant Gov. Wright, who has been with 
me all the morning, is worried at not having got to 
his post before his predecessor quitted it, as he very 
naturally hoped to get the benefit of his local know- 
ledge on modes and means of lifa Hence he hastens 
across the ChanneL 

You observe that Lord John Russell's Committee 
on the Statute of William IV., after complying with.^ 
the decencies of consultation for two or three days, 
put a negative upon the hojped-for construction which 
would apply tiie words "ioely earparute and poUHc^ 
to the House of Gammons^ and Baron Bothschild is 
again put off. This failure of Lord John will, I 
, strengthen the position of the House of Lords, 
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andt with the help of the Church, aet the coxrent 
against the Jews. 

Louis Napoleon managed mattera on his reoent 
visit with singular adroitness. He has obyionaly 
carried his present, if not his ultimate, point as 
regards the Principalities, and induced Lord Palmei^ 
ston to confess in the House of Commons, with some 
disingenuous distinctions, a change or surrender of 
policy. The truth, however, is tliat India, and India 
alone, is the predominating and controlling thought ; 
nor should I wonder if the offer of a r^ment or two 
of Zouaves had proved more attractive than the mere 
abstract theory of bolstering the independence of 
Turkey by keeping Moldavia and Wallachia divided* 
NauBverrons. 

You know how impossible it is for an Englishman 
to understand and apply the limited nature of our 
federal constitution and system. They all hope and 
believe here that you are about to extirpate the 
Mormons, and rejoice as much at the prospective 
overthrow of that fanaticism, as at the cherished ex- 
pectation of the triumph of another in 1860. Per- 
haps (according to a favourite form of speech) you 
may not gratify them on either point 

One of the Parisian correspondents of a daily 
journal, here invents the idea that Mexioo has taken 
the stud at Spain's backwardness to accept her 
proffered hand, and has instructed Lafragua to make'* 
not a step farther in conciliation* If Mr. Oomyn 
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■ 

•poke tmih to me^ and I cannot doubt it» the medlar 
ting powen, haying got the matter in charge; will 
soon end it 

I am sending my family tor a short period to the 
Ide of Wight : a distance which I can conveniently 
ran over on the railway in four or five hours. 

The ministerial whitebait dinner, precursive of 
parliamentary prorogation, has been announced for 
the 19th instant. 

. Always fSaithfully yrs. ^ 



TO MR. CASS. 

LoDdoD, Augnit 18, 1857. 

MtdbabSib, 

The failure as regards the electric cable is a 
sad a£Gw. It would not appear to be relieyed by 
any promising or remediable symptom. The sudden 
rising of the ship, in obedience to the swell, must 
necessarily test the strength of the wire, and may be 
more or less yiolent: a rise which does not jerk, 
might be harmless notwithstanding the weight 
already immersed : but even a momentary pause in- 
paying out would risk a snap. However, a great 
result is rarely achieved by a first experiment, and 
we have many 'reasons for confidence in the power of 
mechanism scientifically directed. ' ^ 

The Niagara and Susquehanna went into Plymouth, 
probably remain on this side of the Atlantic 
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their offioen have had opportonitjr to ocNisalt 
with their asBOcietes in the enterpriae, and the pro- 
spects of the fatnre as well as the Acts of the past 
are capable of being embodied in a report 

Mr. P. reached here on the 14th instant^ and has 
brongfatme letters from youself and GoTernor Wise. 
I have not yet had the pleasore to see him, and, of 
course, do not know the aim of his mission except 
very generally. The American demand for KngliBh 
capital is increasiiKg and almost nnlimited: but I 
should hope that the timidity of money-lenders would 
subside in sight of such security as the State of Yir^ 
ginia can exhibit The letter printed by Governor 
Wise a short time ago, and of which he was kind 
enough to send me a copy, put the resources of the 
Ancient Dominion in a striking light All our 
States, however, are still suffering, more or lesi^ the 
disrepute inflicted by the caustic and pndJHcriminating 
pen of Sydney Smith. 

Parliament will dose with this week, and the 
world of official business and of fiEishionable toil will 
immediately disperse to the four quarters, hot to be 
reassembled before late in February, unless the 
Indian rebellion assume a size — digwui vmuUm 

I have recently obtained for our worthy historical 
compiler, Dr. Jared Sparks^ the permission of Lord 
Clarendon to rummage through and extract from* 
the diplomatic correspondence in the State Paper 

VOL. I. u 
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OfBoe carried on during onr leyolntionary strng^e, 
between the ministry here and their representatives 
in Spain and Holland. He goes to the Hagne, toO| 
to see if Mr. Belmont can obtain for him there the 
like opportunity. He is a slow, painstaking and 
honest compiler, and, as we have a vast de^ of this 
sort of work to do before the foundation of our 
national history can be thought &irly and securely 
laid, it would be a wise measure in Congress to 
anthoriie his permanent engagement for the pur- 
pose. 

I hope your eyes are less enfeebled by use than 
mine; if not» I am afraid that you must regard the 
deciphering of my cramped handwriting as rather 
more troublesome than satisfiEU^tory. 

. Always faithfully yrs. 



TO MRSL BACHE. 
. BoDohuroh, Irie of Wight, Aagost 18» 1867. 

Ht ihbab Sistxb, 

We hare got ourselyes temporarily ensconced 
at one of the most picturesque points of this beautifid_ 
island Facing south, we have immediately below 
.us a hidden cluster of houses ; beyond these a lower 
diff, with a precipitous fjedl of some three hundred 
&et| and then, all open to the eye^ the wide sea 
rolling or glittering to the Bay 6f Biscay or the 
coast of Spain. Just in our rear frowns the first of a 
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miooesnon of olifi north, on whose nde we have yex^ \\ 

tared to damber a little, but whose top has thus far 

proved inaooessible to us. Oar cottage rests, amid 

trees and flowers, on one of the platforms, as it were, 

of this moontainoos stairway called the XTnderdiff : 

we have no neighboaring houses in sight, except the 

belfry and cross of an old chapel far below us, although 

elegant yillas are numerous all about, and their sites 

may be guessed at by the curling smoke from their 

kitchen fires. We are said to be in the village of 

Bonchurch, to have the town of^Ventnor on our 

right, to the west about a mile ofi^ and the city of 

Byde nearly due north, distant a two hours' stage. 

This is 9aiif for unless we journey away we are 

actually able to see only the ocean at our feet or the 

broad green cliff in the clouds. 

So £Eur for position, to which my description neces- 
sarily &ils to do justice. Our home is what a man 
of fine taste and adequate means would adapt to such 
a hcala. It is the perfection of a Swiss cottage, in 
exterior architecture, aud its interior is inimitably 
arranged for hall, parlours, dining-room, six cham- 
ben^ kitchen, servants' apartments, and so fortL 
The furniture is exceedingly neat» and everything in 
the highest order of English cleanliness. I have 
rented it for six weeks for forty-two guineas, say 1 220. 
The principal incidental expense of this delightful 
rustication is that of moving to and firom London ^— ^ 
for, of course^ my presence at the legation must not 
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be 8iiq)ended, if there be the flmallest ocoadon for it 
The jaont by railway to Portsmouth, thence acroes 
the Solent to Byde^ is three honra ; and to Cliff ^Den 
by ooach an hour and a half more. 

A &yaarable mnd, like the one which began two 
daya ago and still continues, gives us the finest 
imaginable marine panorama. All the harbours of 
Holland, Belgium, France, and the eastern front of 
England, disgorge their ships and steamers for the 
western and southern voyages. I have counted as 
many as thirty-six, forty-six, and forty-eight vessels 
in full sail, and visible from the piazza. Sophia and 
the girls have been enchanted by a short absence 
fipom the London heat, smoke^ and dust, to which 
they have dung continuously for sixteen months; 
and I sincerely hope it may brace them to bear 
another of those delirious ^ seasons,** two of which 
have gone roaring by. 

While thus writing, don*t think that I am foi^t- 
ting whom it is for. The good accounts latterly 
received of your improving state induce me to 
suppose that I may amuse you and beguile a few 
moments of slow recovery. 

We are just now expecting a visit from two ladies 
of Philadelphia, Mrs. K and Mrs. J. And here in 
&et they aiel Mrs. K says she has come on 
purpose to be able to report fSaithfully the character 
txf our cottage when she gets to the XT. S. by the 
steamer Baltic early next month. They will honour 
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US for two dayfly and then travel throQgh the little 
on their way back to Lomdon. 

Ever most affeetioDately yn. 



TO MB. CA88. 

LondoDf August 25, 1857. 
Mt DEAB SlBy 

No city can be imagined daller or more 
lepulaiye than London during tlie hot fleascm of 
Angoflt and September, when Parliament, public 
ftmctionariee, dab freqnentera, the Conrt, and 
fEishion have all sped away as if flying from pesti- 
lence. Everything becomes insipid, languid, and 
listless. The resorts, the libraries, the galleries, the 
shows, are shut up. The great thoron^^b&res are 
thinned. The crowds of equipages have vanished. 
The Squares are without life or light, every hoose 
deserted, and the fonr blocks of buildings staring 
vacantly over the area with doors and shutters 
tightly dosed. To be sure, the summer's son treats 
most towns in this way : — ^but the efiSoct is worse in 
London, becaose of its vastness, and because of its 
multitudinous swarms at other times. 

I have adverted to this matter, because the geniw 
loei seems to have dried up the springs of diese 
private letters to you. I can hear nothing, see 
nothings read nothings think nothing, worthy to be 
written to a Secretary of State^ even had he not the 
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saperadded dignity of being on the other side of an 
ocean, four thousand miles off. It's a sad dilenuna. 
A diplomat Tnthont a topic! An envoy without 
food for a despatch! and that too in this huge 
^fdujkhiAoi (halaiua** of intelligence and news I 
One consolation: you will certainly not regret the 
absence of what must be so vapid and empty. 

All eyesy all hearts, all heads are fixed on India. 
The acoountSy since my despatch of last Friday, are 
gloomy and heavy. Butcheries, savage, indiscrimi? 
nate, and fanatical, are pouring in. The climate^ 
too^ takes sides with the natives. Grenerals Barnard 
and Lawrence dead: all Oude up: the circle of 
mutiny and murder widening every hour.- The 
fifteen hundred men intended to back Lord Elgin 
in China have found their way to Delhi AtfiEurthest 
by the month of November, and they could not 
stand the heats earlier, there will be in Bengal 
thirty-one thousand British soldiers: a force quite 
ample to reconquer Hindostan, if properly com- 
numded : and I must confess that my personal 
interoonrse widi Sir Oolin Campbell, the new com- 
mander-in-chiej^ has inspired me with great confi*- 
denoe in his military capacity and qualities. If he 
ikil, or sink under the dimate (to which fortunately 
he is partiaUy accustomed) the prospect will be 
dark. 

Suppose the rebeUion put down, as it may effeo 
toally be by this time next year, then comes the 
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problem what» under the new circumstance^ will be 
done with India? An indifferent stranger almost 
shudders to think what tnay be done. . The population 
is so great» so ignorant^ so superstitious, so Tindictive, 
so cruel, so utterly unprincipled, that» with the 
zealous counsel of missionaries^ no goremment will 
be thought capable of lasUng six months which is 
not preceded by o?erwhelming strokes of vengeance 
and accompanied by a system of inflexible and 
unrelenting oppression, political, reUgious^ and social. 
It will require all the exertion of all the ablest 
writers and statesmen of England to prevent this 
consummation, so inconsistent with her humanity, 
toleration, and justice. 

The accident to the sub-Atlantic electric cable is 
by no means regrettable. Such a thing is natural 
enough at any time and in any hands: it is not 
discreditable. But, had it not happened, had they 
gone on depositing at the rate they did, they must 
inevitably have developed, " not a crime, but some- 
thing worse, a blunder." For, only think, notwith- 
standing the several voyages, the soundings, the 
calculations, the consultations, the experiments^—- 
their cluster of scientific and mechanical experts had 
actually provided a cable five hundred miles too 
short 1 Captain Hudson tells me that the length 
payed out exceeded expectation 26 per cent, owing 
to depths, currents^ etc., and that no doubt they ^ 
would have Men several hundred miles short of 
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reaching St JoWs : one mile of whioh would haTe 
been just as fittal as one thousand I 

A project of a Bed Sea electric telegraph is much 
talked of: the India di£Scnlties make it exceedingly 
desiraUe; and there is great probability that the 
East India Company will purchase the Atlantic 
caUe at its costy and apply it to their more urgent 
purpose: — ^leaTing the Atlantic Company to con- 
struct a new one l^ next spring. 

Parliament may be prorogued to-morrow or the, 
next day, or it may linger on for several days. - The 
Queen will not be kept waiting, and so it is given 
out that the prorogation will be by commission. 
One cause of uncertain delay is the Divorce- bill, 
now gone amended back to the Lords: another is 
the expectation of receiving something dedsive from 
India by Thursday next, when parliamentary votes 
of supply for a great military effort may be required. 
Lord Panmure said, while I was in the House of 
Lords last night with Mr. Preston, that they had 
out upwards of five hundred and fifty recruiting 
parties* and had enlisted in one week about sixteen 
hundred. 

I bade Governor and Mrs. Yroom good-bye on 
Saturday last They were leaving for Paris, and will 
join the Arago at Havre to-day. 

Always iedthfully yrs. 
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TO MB. CABS. 

LondoDy September 1, 1867. 

Mt dkab Sib, 

These misriyes of mine must be regarded 
with indalgenoe. I am quite aware that they miut 
often be vapid and flat That is nnayoidable in a 
oorrespondenoe oontinnoosly kept np at brief in- 
tenrals. It is impossible to find the supply of news 
always equal to the den|and. Still, I am unwilling 
that you should be long without at least a line from 
ma 

1. Lafragua^ the Mexican Envoy to Madrid, is 
^m mibSm$r No one can say where he is, or what 
he is at The last theory represents him as haying 
gone to CadiXy to embark for home^ in a pet: a 
theoiy on which no reliance can be placed. 

2. The affiur of the steamer Cagliari is being 
exaggerated by quidnuncs and newspaper scribes 
into a ground of war between Piedmont and Naples. 
She was the vessel seized by certain of her Mamnian 
passengers and employed in reaching Sicily. Having 
been taken into custody, the King declines restoring 
her to his brother of Sardinia; and so the seed of 
quarrel is fresh planted in the soil of old grudge. 

3. Yogorides has had all his electioneering trouble 
and squabbling for nothing. He is obliged to repeat 
the same game, as the Sultan has consented to 
cancel the former result The Union party in 
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18 strong, but not believed to be in the 
majority. The management of Yogorides tricked 
and oyerwhehned it Wallachia will probably remain 
steadfiEigt to the principle of Union : backed by tlie 
potent inflnences of Bnssia and France. Austria is 
particnlarly and angrily ayerse to the Union, and 
the Porte dislikes and intrigues against it England 
has cooled in her zeal about the matter, under the 
shadow of the India revolt and the sunshine of the 
imperial visit to Osborne, ^e chances are not bad 
that we shaU witness the creation of a new Monarchy 
and a new Royal Dynasty. 

4. The world of London is dispersed. The rush 
abroad and into the country preceded the prorogation 
and left scarcely a ^Corporal's Guard** to do the 
ceremony. Locomotion will soon be the pastime of 
all the sovereigns. Queen Victoria has gone to 
Balmoral, taking Lord Olarendon in her train. The 
Empress Euginie has had her Sunday sport at bull* 
baiting; and is off to Plombi^res. Louis Napoleon is 
whiddng from one town to another, and^ it is thought^ 
after the review at Oh&lon% will contrive to meet the 
Onr somewhere in Oermany. 

Always faiihftdly yrs* 
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TO MB. CAS8. 

LondoDy September 14, 1867. 

My dkab Sib, 

I have availed myself of a few days in the 
ooontry to draft a letter to Lord Claiendon on the 
Panchita business. It rather grew under the pen as 
I analyzed the papers yon sent me. His lordship is, 
however, in attendance upon her Majes^ at Balmoral, 
and I may not get an answer these two months. 

Fresh news hourly expected from India. In 
the meantime, the old dishes of insuriectioiuay 
atrocity are re-bashed and daily spread in the news- 
paper oolumns. They certainly are shocking. The 
Weekly Preee, Mr. Disraeli's special puffer, told us 
on Saturday, the day before yesterday, of a suspicion 
that goyemment had received fiirther accounts so 
disastrous that they kept them back until well 
ventilated. This is mere party coinage. 

The populace are becoming irreverent The 
ministry are assailed for absenting themselves on 
grouse plains, stalking moors, and watering-places, 
at a moment when the empire is shaken to its 
foundation& Even the Queen is thought to fall too 
easily into the bull-baiting track of the Empress, 
when she celebrates the massacre of her subjects in 
Bengal by festive sports in Scotland. 

The quarters whence men receive help in life are '- 
sometimes very hidden and odd. You perceive that 
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Macaulay has been made a Peer. Well, I 
his promotion as much to Horace Oreeley^ of the 
New York TrOmnef as to a real sense of his merits. 
For, you must know that jnst as the public were 
discussing '^a creation" of Lord John Bussell, Lord ' 
Bobert Orosvenor, Lord this and Lord that^ out from 
orer the Atlantic came a caustic and dogged article 
in -a number of the Trilmne on the discomfiture of 
Thackeray as a candidate for Oxford, and dwelling 
with gnashing teeth upon the indifiSar^ce shown ^ 
eren by the liberals to ability when contending with 
family and title. It had no look towards Macaulay. 
When it was penned, the great historian had not 
been thought of :— but its drift touched a sensitiYe 
spot^ and, in true Palmerstonian style, without a 
word said, what was meant as a practical disproof 
brought up Macaulay. ** There's more in heayen 
and earth, HaraHo, than is dreamt of in (even I) your 
philosophy.'* 

The two Emperon^ of Bussia and France, design 
to meet and embrace at Stutgard on tlie 25th or 
26th instant Oui Umof unless to swear eternal 

fiiendship as their predecessors did at Tilsit, and 

then stiaightway fall to fighting, it is hard to say. 
Perhaps^ Louis Napoleon, assuming the character 
strongly hinted for him in the last EditiXmrgh 
Review, of the Boman Augustus, being a nephew of 
another Julius^ meditates the golden era of unirersul 
peaoe^ as the sequent of his uncle's ererlasting wars. 
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If India penniti I think Pafanerston or Olarendon 

wfll meet Walewdd thexe. Snppose the world 

paroelled into tranquillity Iqr a national trinmviiate 

which will secure China to the Gzar, ^CTP^ ^ 

OctaviuB, and Hindoetan to Yenion Smith I 

My theory about the Spanish menace against 

Mexico is meiging into reality. The dread of our 

seizing the plausihle opportunity to acquire Cuba 

has put them into fidgets to preyent the quaneL 

All over Europe just now, there is a disposition to 

regard the United States as a sort of '^ JoAn Jcnei of 

th$ War Offioer a belligerent individual to be 

encountered wherever there is a musa^ and who 

cannot be put down ; when he looms up the alarmed 

gaxe at him, as Alpine trarellers watch the impend* 

ing ayalanchci which a single musket-shot may bring 

crashing down upon them. You'll say, this is flighty 

figure: I insist that four>fifths of it are positive 

matter of fiM^ 

Always fiuthfuUy yrs. 

Kon.-— The note addrened to Lord Claraodon, reforred to in 
' tbe fint pongimph of the forqgoing lettsr, wu printed in a Bios 
Book ftiniahed to Ftoliament' tiz or eight months after its date. 
It is sitnoted from the Blae Book. 

Indotun 1, til No. 680. 

MS. DALLAS 10 THE EARL OF CLARENDON. 

Lfffotion ^ ih$ United SUdrn. LimdaiL\ 
S^pimA$r IS, 1S57. / 

Mt LobI)^ 

U bee been mede my daty to cell to the notioe of. her' 
Id^leet/s gOTomment^ oertein prooeediDgsof Oommsnder Fairfax 
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Mombj, of the 'BapX Navy, on the Weetern CSoast of Africa, in 
the eerljr pert of Hay lut; and to avert, if poerible, any im- 
favoantble inflaenoe which thoee proceedingi might hare upon 
the lehtioDi of the two coantrieii Vf invitbg from yoar lordship 
•Qch early and dictinct diiolaimer and ananmoe as may be 
esteemed adequate. No doabt is entertained that the acts of 
Oommandor Moresby were unauthorised ; that» however plausibly 
pursued, they were the suggestioos of his own discretion^ not of 
his ofiidal iustruotionsi and that all danger of their repetition 
will be promptly removed* 

The barque Fisnchita, Frederick B, Blsdden, master, owned 
by dtiJEens of New York, with an American register, and trading 
under the flag of the United States, was^ on the 9th of May, 1867, 
lying at Pnnta de Lenha. At the same date, in the River Congo^ * 
was her Majcs^s sloop Sappho, commanded by Oommandor 
Mofesby, oue of the British squadron then stationed off the 
African coast to prevent the TralSc in SUves. The Panchita 
had, in some manner, awakened suspicions as to her objects in 
the mind of Commander Moresby, who (agreeably to his own 
narrstive) with ^ the pinnace and gig" of his armed vessel, pro* 
oeeded to Punta de Lenha ^ for the purpose of eiamining her.** 
Meeting Captain Sladden, Commander Moresby *' expressed^ to 
him ^a wish to mustor his crow,* snd '^no objection being 
made," went, accompanied *'by Mr. Frederick Wolhi, master of 
her kitty's sloop under hie oommand,on board the Panchita;** 
mustered Uie crew \ asked, and was reftised, permission to look 
into the liolds; beosme confirmed in hie *' opinion " of her being 
** engaged in the ill^ Traffic of Slavee,** and wu thus ** bduced 
to inform ** Captain Sladden, that he should ** detain him,* with 
a view to give him over to the first American man-of*war he 
eoukL meet. . Finslly, the ** suspidons * of Commander Moresl^ — 
being ~ l^ the vast quantity of fresh water * aboard ^ still further 
eonoborated," he todt *' upon himself the great responsilality of 
sending" the barque to New Tork **for the decision of the 
United Statee authorities," detailing for that purpoee Lieutenant 
0. D. J. Odevaine^ with a party of seamen, and giving speoial 
and prudent directione for their conduct 

It may be added that the Panchita duly arrived at New 
Terk^wu tmnelerredto the custody of the Maiahal of the United 
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8tat« hf that diitrieti tnd wai libelled in the proper Goiirt of 
Giyil tnd Adminltj jurifldictton at a forfeitore. The queetioii 
whether or not her Toyage wae, either in fact or intention, oon- 
neoled with the Traffio in Slaree will ultimately bo determined 
in that still pending Jodioial proceeding; but its deoision. one 
way or the other, oan have no bearing on tho Tiolatign of sovmign 
right now brought to your lordship's attention. 

This statement of Commander Moresby^ conduct is made, u 
already intimated, almost exolusiyely in bis own wonLi : nor is 
it deemed necessary to the design of the present communication 
that tho striking disoropancies of detail betwoon his statement 
and that of Captain Sladdon sliould bo drawn into relief by 
oommcni They illustrate, it is true, tho conflicts to whidi a 
oourse of action like that of Commander Moresby necossorily 
leads, so liable to exasperate popular sensibilities on either side^ 
and, in the end, to endanger the friendship and peace of nations. 
But I am unwilling to mix with tho pubUo aspect of the subject 
the colouring of individual imputation. 

The Earl of Clarendon will, then, porooive tliat Commsnder 
Moresby, on the occasion dosoribed, impelled by ** suspicion/ 
actually effected a risitation, search, and seisure of the 
Panohita : that he knew her to bo an Amorican Tcssel ; that, 
for predetormined '^ examination," ho went to hor, accompanied 
by a sliow of force, namely, the master of the Sappho^ and 
two boats* crews from his sloop-of-war ; and that, excited I7 
discovering what he construed to be badges of a criminal employ* 
ment, ho assumed the responsibility of dincgarding the flag she 
bore, and of wresting her from the control and possesston of her 
American captain. 

Against each leading feature ohamoterising this transaction^- 
the visits the search, the seisure— the government of the United 
States has uniformly, on all appropriate opportunities, formers 
than fifty yeari^ openly and efiectually protested, as inconsistent 
with the laws of nations, sanctioned by no Treaty, subverrive of 
the separate rights and derogatory to the honour of independent 
communities. It was not the exercise of any fanded privilege of 
war, for profound peace prevailed ; and yet, without the pretence 
of belligBrent necessity, in respect to contraband or blockade^ the 
property and dtiaens of a friendly Power were invaded and 
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arretted, tnd the protecting pretence of their national Symbol 
inerereotly flighted. 

The flag of the United Statet hat a meaning whidi thoald not 
be hattiljr orerlooked. Like that of Great Britain, or of any 
other dTiliaed country, no matter how dittant the tea, or humble 
the kmdia on which it floatt, it impliet a pledge of a nation't 
power and honour to thelter what it beneath it from invation or 
wrong. AU flagt are but hoittod emblemt atterting the national 
pretence and Juritdiction. Commander Moretby, eren while 
recognizing the genuinenett of the Panchita'e flag, failed to 
appreciate itt real dignity and inriolability. 

The reatODt attigned for thit extramdinary proceeding are 
certainly at dittinctiy confetted at they are frivoloot. They are 
found in the report of Commander Moretby to hit tupericr officer. 
Commodore John Adamt, of her Ha]etty*t thip Soouige, datecl 
the 16th of Hay, 1857. Th^ do not call for much daborafeion 
of analytit or remark. 

Commander Moretby ^tutpected," tay, confidently beliered, 
thai the Fknchita. wu engaged in the illegal Traffic of 
SltTet. 

I need not remind your lordthip that tince the United Statee 
kd the way, \ff their Federal Legitlation, to the abolition and 
penal proecription of the African 81aTe TVade, they hare 
manifetted, in every manner deemed compatible with their 
fundamental inttitutiont, the fixed opiniont of their people, and 
contideratioot of the highett moment, the utmott determination 
and tincerity in carrying out that policy of i^ilanthropy and 
Juttice. But the United Btatet, although they went &r, ttopped 
at the line which the recklett coal of Commander Moretby over- 
leaped. Though often pennaded, they have invariably declined 
to concede to any nation, upon any termt, for any objeoti a right 
irreconcilable with the perfect immunity of their mercantile 
marine tKnOL foreign interference. Without their pievioutly 
obtained contenti no vitit, or t earo h , or teisure, of an American 
vettel can take place except with defiance and intuit to their flag. 
The Convention of the 9th of Augutti 1842, tigned at Wathington 
by itt n^gotiatorii Mr. Webtter and Lord Athburton, with the 
piindplet and provitScnt of which your lordthip it flamiliar, 
amaged for a amaU equadron of the United Statet Navy on the 
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€OMtofAffioi,iBOidflr,fiiB^ Hitft tUr paWeftm n!^ oo- 
opeimto with that of Imt M^jetty in ttthyiMiing lh0 Sbw 
Tnid6 s andL Moondlv. tltift dMir miirnhmt TMMliu if mmctod* 
or «?« flagnatlj gdlty, 1110011, MrathoIoM, be BaUo to Tiritar 
tiooy or ioiichy tnd Mimn^ \ff tho offioen tad aeiiiMn of tbeir 
ownoonatryooly. EogiriyyOfaiatgnatoottyaatlienppnMkii 
of tho nosiou TMBo might be eoo^t^ it waa atill not an aim to 
which the Onited Statea would oonani to aaorifioe the mora 
dearly Tallied ezemptioD of their own oitiaeoe firom ooeraioii by 
atrugen. /may Ufoir d m ui for htn od^tHmg io tte tonyiny* 

tt0fl(2 fin AiM wtnt iooitL hti ihm o^ £&tf hnoAiati ihm2 flieif imllibirili^ 
<Im omomeiUi ^ ^ii^iIM judkaimn i**No mt wMm hat a 
r^ <o/orM ill leay io ik$ Kberatim ^4/rka h^ tramfUmg on 
Ae iiM^pMubnof ^ M/er Biaim^cria pMmfono&rd ioa gnai 

Aeiray. The right cf vitiiatiati aid ien^ en ihthigk mu doet 
iu4 eoM im time ^ ptace, ff it hdomg$ to aM natiom^ it oqmal^ 
Mbnof io alL ottid wmdd Itad io aiooMtio miadkUf aatd utMMnai 
lour."* 

It la hardly worth adding that the mere" eoapioion* or belief 
of Commander Moresby of the iUegd oocapation of the Fudiita 
oannot be accepted aa the slightest poesible basis for his proceed- 
ing, when the open avowal or the liring proof of the aap|)oeed 
iiMst of guilt is not itself admitted, by compact between the two 
nations^ to be a Jnstification of seardh or aeisara. 

Some diflScoll^ is naturally felt in adTerting to the remainhig 
reasons with the respect due to an oflScer honoured in the posses- ' 
sion of the Queen's commission. But I feel assured that Lord 
Clarendon will understand me as only deslroua to bring out the 
true lineamenta of the trsnssction. 

Commander Moreaby infonns Commodore Adams thai in 
sending the Psnohita across the AtlantiOi In diaige of his 
lieutenant^ to New Tork, he wu ^ incited by the unfortunate 
&ot of the total absence of anything like an AwuMi^^Ti naval 
iuthority, and that in consequence the Fuiohita*a detention may 
be prolonged for an indefinite period." 

It would, perhapi^ be hanh and invidioua to acan too doeely 
the atatement thai the aonding the veesel to New Yo^ wu 
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rpgaided as the itep which inTolved him in his aUeged '^great 
ntpoDBifaili^,* In the chain of his acts, that one is the only 
link not ItaUe to objection, at least on the part of the United 
States. The American govemment is ontnged, not bj the 
snbsequent misgiving and politic device of a reference to its own 
tri1rana]% bat hj the violation of its flag at the oatseti the un- 
warranted intermeddling with the property and porsoits of its 
citisens^ the ^ examination " and " detention.* 

Actual trial for a nnmber of years has, perhaps, demonstrated 
the inadequa^ of the squadrons on the Western Coast of Africa 
to accomplish the great end contemplated by their respective 
governments. The vessels are, probably, too few ; necessarily 
distant from each other; and occasionally disabled by the 
diseases incident to dimate, or the disasten of weather. They 
certainly cannot be ubiquitous, and yet without that attribute 
ihey are no match for the wary and covetous slave-traders on 
that extensive shore. Such difficulties, if remediable at all, are 
to be remedied, sot at fhe discretion of any one^ or all, cf the 
naval agents in both services, but by the concurring' action of 
the two governments. Gommandor Moresby alleges ** the total 
absence of anything like an American authority;" but such 
absence (in one aspect, rather fortunate than otherwise) Justified, 
as regards the flag of the United States, and the lives and propert y 
over which it waved, no arbitrary substitution of himself in the 
stead of the American absentee, for the purposes of visitation and 
search. An American authority mi^t very possibly, upon 
receiving ficm Commander Moresby a levelation of his '^ su^ 
pidon^of the Panehita have done precisely what Commander 
Moresl^ did ; but Captain Moresby could under no circumstances 
or pretext whatever do it, without usurping a supervisory 
fonction, not on^ not confided, but expressly forbidden, to him. 

It would seem as if the imposed restraints, and the purposed 
omissions, of the Treaty of 1842, were not in harmony with the 
speculative opinions^ and chafed the eager spirit, of this subordi- 
nate officer. He entertained ''a firm conviction that if some 
steps be not taken, there is nothing whatever to pievent the 
American flag fimn sanoticning any vessel, openly in the ^yes of 
the worid, equipping and trading with skvers in any part of the 
Aliican coastf and he proceeded to take the itfcimatory steps 
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of vitttetion and Mfzan of the PanchiU. This may bo odo 
mode by which the Oordkn knot <tf the '^ooneuotadinaiy Lew of 
Natkmi,** ~ great prinoiplee that etandin the way," aod erea 
pradee oonTentional etipulattonay can be cut. But Commander 
lioreeby haa to learn from your lordship that it it an absurd and 
Indefensible mode. It is absurd, as having a tendency to alienate 
and detach from the united undertaking a powerful people who 
first legislated to abolish the Trade ; who first, by municipal 
enactment, made that Trade punishable as piracy ; and whose 
armed force has been perseveringly stationed to watch and ptercnt 
it. It is indefensible, as pladng the matured policy and peace 
of nations at the merqr of their rash and presumptuous sorTsnts, 
and as ** leading to gigantic mischief and univonal war." 

It would be unjust to ascribe to Commander Moresby the 
mistaken impreesion that, because the Criminal Code of the 
United Sutes denounced as pirecy the Traffic of which he 
suspected the Panchita to be guilty, he was, therefore^ at 
liber^ to search and seise that Teasel and her orew as ** enemies 
of the human race.* He puts forward no such erroneous resson 
for his conduct. Ignorance of the wide distinction between the 
Law of all Nations, and the Municipal Law of a single one, 
cannot fairly be attributed to him, or to any British oflicer. The 
protection or rescue of the American flag from prostitution to 
illegal aims, still rests exclusively with the American goTern- 
ment and people, whose will and abili^ to enforce their own 
statutes cannot, or need not, be questioned. On one or more 
occasions, the Secretary of Sute, if direction of the President— 
both of them ardently disposed to combined movement against . 
the trade, and stimulated 1^ a Besolution of the House of 
B ep r o e e n tati ves ^proposed to her Majesty*s government a scheme 
for the extirpation of that condemned commerce, to be inccrpo- 
rated, 1^ universal consent, into the Law of Nations, and 
involving mutual c on cees i o p s of the right of search. The discus* 
dons, perplexities, and obstacles encountered 1^ that proposition 
need not be recalled ; it ii enough to say that its ultimate failure 
left the Law of Nations, which it was designed to modify on the 
point referred tc^ unaltered. 

I trust I am not too sanguine when antidpating that her 
Majesty's government, aware how occurrences sudk u the ono 
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on whSbh I bft?« thm ftnimaidTerted grate upon the leQtimeiita of 
ao iadependent people^ and how impidly they beoome unmanage- 
able oanaea of ettnngemfint and quaircl, will promptly mark the 
act of Commander Hoceaby with Just reproof^ and otherwise 
tender ita repetition extremely improbable. 

Copiea of the dooomenta tranamitted to me fiom Washington, 
and which ha?e been obaenred npon, aooompany thiaoommnnica* 

tiOQ. 

IhaTe^etc, 
(Signed) G.M.DALLAa 



TO MS. CA88. 

London^ September IT, 1857. 

DxabSib, 

I liad scarcely closed my letter of the 14th 
instant under the impression that it would go in the 
steamer of the 16ih, when I found that fresh Indian 
news had arrived 

Nothing more anspidousy however; perhaps a 
still farther sinking in the morass of rebellion. 
Another general forced by ill-health to quit the 
siege of Delhi, which has made no progress. The 
Bombay Pudency disaffected and doubted. The 
rainy season, with all its difficulties and diseases, 
fairly set in. Yet Havelock has marched from one 
vietofy to another, has probably relieved Lucknow, 
and possibly terrified Nana Sahib into suicide. Sir 
Odlin Campbell had reached Calcutta. I shall be 
mistaken if he do not hasten to attempt Delhi by 
assault 
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More will be made of the Imperial coincidence at 
Stntgard than is generally sapposed. It will pro- 
bably originate a Congress. 

Lord Clarendon has been relieved of his attendance 
on the Queen in Scotland, and may giye attention to 
my Panchita despatch within a reasonable time. I 
suppose Commander Moresby will, for his reckl< 
leal, be ultimately rewarded with knighthood. 

Always faithfully yrs. 



TO ME, CASS. 

LondoD, Seiitember 28, 1867. 

Mt dxab Sib, 

I am somewhat ezerdsed to determine which 
conspiracy against common right will be the less 
injurious to the United States, the exirtiog one 
between France and England, or the one concocted 
at Stutgard between Alexander and Louis Napoleou. 
That the Emperors contemplate an alliance which 
will affect tbe relations and policies of all the 
European governments, no one doubts ; that it must 
ultimately embarrass, perhaps endanger, this country, 
IB gloonuly anticipated ; but its power to extend its 
influence across the Atlantic nobody believes. The 
course of British cabinets, in the constant mftylii^g 
and arrogant tendency to alienate America, has 
perhaps accomplished its natural result and rendered 
it impossible to bring our people to sympathiasb 
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mQcb less co-operate, with John Boll in his contests 
with continental despotisms. 

The effect to be produced on the domestic politics 
of England, by the measures of the new alliance, is 
dreaded hj some, and exultingly foreseen by others* 
It is said, the ministry must be changed; that 
Palmerston, though very well for ordinary times, is 
not competent to a great national crisis; that he 
cannot enact the wonders of Pitt I think this im- 
pression of his capacity is very general But what 
then ? Is there a stronger man to be had ? Cer- 
tainly not among the Whigs, properly so called. 
Clarendon? Granville? Lewis? Panmure? Labou- 
chere? Yemon Smith? No, no, not But can't 
better be extracted from the Tory ranks ? Derby ?— 
not relished. Disraeli? — ^very respectable as sub- 
<Mfdinate, preposterous as Prime. Ellenborough ? — 
ditta In sober truth, the eye ranges oyer the whole 
field without encountering a single mind up to the 
mark of command. Perhaps we mighty as the best 
of a bad bargain, pick up Lord Stanley* 

I hare a perfect horror of Mormonism. It is a 
sort of carbuncle on the body politic, which will g^t 
worse and worse every year, and inflame the whole 
system unless resolutely extirpated. I know the 
Constitutional and legal difliculties in the way :— 
but sincerely hope that you will seise the first fair 
opening for a decisive swoop. The subject is one 
for conversation here almost constantly. Within the 
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last fev weeks some of the Elden, xoamiog for 
converts^ haye held meetings in L o ndon, and inspired 
extreme di^inst 

A dread prevails as to what may be the character 
of the hourly expected news from India. It is feared 
that the cholera may have compelled an abandon- 
ment of the siege of Delhi ; that Lncknow fortress 
may haye &llen before Hayelock reached ; that he 
may be sorronnded by an oyerwhelming force of 
sepoys and annihilated ; that there may be a pre* 
concerted rush, daring the Mohammedan Festiyal» 
from Delhi all along the Oanges to Calcutta ; and 
that ICadras and Bombay will be unable to withstand 
the torrent of insurrection. It is said that no sub- 
stantial succour can anive until late in October, by 
which time irreparable mischief may be done. 

It is a curious &ct that there is a considerable 
party in Ireland, headed by the newspaper Th$ 
Naiian, and liot a little countenanced by CSardinal 
Wiseman, which takes sides with the Hindoos, 
against the English fUbuiten. It would be difficult 
to find a stronger illustration of the liberty of the 
Press as it prevails here. 

Of course you notice that Lafragua has receiyed 
instructions authorizing him to accept the proffiared 
mediation. By the latest hypothesis (for facts are 
unattainable) the arrangement will be negotiated in 
this city. • 

Not a single member of the ministry is in town ; 
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unlesB he have casually strayed in for a few hoars to 
or from scenes of social enjoyment 

a 

Always £EdtbfnlIy yia 

P.S.— September 29, 1857. Last night's telegram 
(a newly coined and most oonyenient nonn) of events 
in India, althongh not as bad as was supposed 
possible, gives additional shades to the picture. 
Havelock had been unable to advance for the relief 
of Luoknow as late as the 12th of August, and thB 
gloomiest apprehensions prevailed as to the fate of 
the thousand English, men, women, and children, 
who had taken refuge there, but who had estimated 
their provisions to last only to the 6th of August 
Delhi as heretofore. Oeneial Nicholson had reached 
there with reinforcements, though not sufficient to 
justify an assault^ say 2000. The spirit of mutiny 
seems spreading: to the south-west of Delhi, at 
Judpore, at Belguum, in the Bombay Presidency, 
and in Bombay itself, where they were disarming 
particular native corps; and in Madras. Lord 
Oanuing is the object of much attack, as inefficient 
and too forbearing. It is said that he and Sir Colin ' 
Campbell had had serious differences, and that Lord 
Elgin took sides with the latter. Nothing short of 
piompt vindictive cruelty towards the sepoys will go 
down now. John Bull doubts the capacity and 
patriotism of every man who is not implacable ; he 
exacts toixents of black Uood, and rased cities. 
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Gsnning will probably be recalled becrase he don't 
play the part of a Btitidi Nana Sahflx Loud Elgin 
may be summoned from Hong^Eoingy whither he has 
retained, to aasame the Goremor^tenerBlahip. 
Nobody, jnet now, oaiea for China. 

Lord daiendon has appointed a new oonsol* 
general at New Tork» Mr. R IL Archibald, the 
brother of die gentleman who has been lately actiyely 
soliciting the places and who is known I believe 
personally to the President The oonsnl was formerly 
the attorney-general of Newfinmdland; and had 
retired on a pension. He was preferred to his 
brother becsnse yoonger, being within fifty yesis of 
age, the maTimnm of eonsalar appointees^ agreeably 
to die roles of the Foreign OflBce. 

Always fidthiiilly yra 

O.M.D. 



TOME. CAS& 

LoodoB, Ooiobcr 6^ 1867. 

Mt dxab Sib, 

It is said we need expect nothing fiurdier from 
India for a fortnight During that period anxiety 
will work itself into fever. 

I think I peroeiye mnch effort and dexterity in 
proTonting really had news frttn striking too saddenly 
npon the poblio mind. One of these finds fiusility 
in die litde known geography of Hindostan^ and the 
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unpronoimoeable nomenclature of its towns and 
districts. As an instance : A mutiny of 2O9OOO9 with 
a Bajah of Akulkote at its head, is announced as 
haying occurred at or near Sbulapore : well, it pro- 
duces no special sensation, because few are able to 
separate it from the general miSi6e in Bengal between 
Delhi and Calcutta. But if you once turn to the 
map and gazetteer, and discoyer this formidable out- 
hteak to be in the Bombay Presidency, about 250 
miles south-east of the city of Bombay, then you 
perceiye it teUs an ominous story of the extension of 
the rebellion some seyen or eight hundred miles from 
its place of origin, far in the interior, and in a region 
whose order was still matter of boast Perhaps I 
ascribe unmerited importance to this &ct; but on 
carefully hunting up its 'locality, it appears to me 
terribly significant One immediate effect of these 
sporadic outbreaks is to render a concentration of the 
British forces sent out quite impossible. 

The large expenditures incident to the exactions 
of this ''servile war** wfll bring the skill of Sir 
Greoige 0. Lewis, Chancellor of the Exchequer, into 
play. Goremment is more earnest and layish now' 
than in the Crimean war. Yet, by an o£Scial 
* abstract it appears that the receipts in the Treasury 
during the quarter ending 80th September, contrasted 
with those of the conesponding quarter of 1856| 
show a decrease of £900,000 : although, comparing^ 
the oniiie year% that of 1856 surpasses 1857 by only 



BIB 0. a LEWIffB BUDOBT. 315 

£170|000. Now the principal decrease has been in 
the Excise and Property-tax, amounting jointly to 
upwards of £500,000 : and it may well be predicted 
that the redactions effected last £edl will have to be 
undone, and that the Income-tax, with such modifi- 
cations as will prevent its becoming unpopular, which 
it certainly ought not to be, will be re-established 
and possibly increased beyond any rate it has yet 
attained. The amount of taxation which this people 
will bear is wonderful Their capacity to borrow on 
emeigencies is the only more wonderful thing ^— their 
credit being litendly inexhaustible, as the annual 
profits of their industry are enormous. 

Your Nos. 80 and 81 by the Europa came this 
morning. Now do^ pray, attend to what I have to 
say about (he die from which you send a gold medal 
for Captain De Oruchy. So many have passed 
through my hands that I am almost ashamed of 
having been accessory to inflicting so much discredit 
upon the artistic taste and skill of the country. 
Nothing can be worse imagined or worse executed. 
We formerly had die-sinkers who produced beautifiil 
medals. In the Mint at Philadelphia there are some 
that do credit to American art But this I ye gods, 
it is frightful I Gold cannot make it tolerable, 
although it burnishes and recommends everything 
else. In silver, worse. Now, in this dilettanti age, 
we aie snubbed at the sight of such specimens from 
the government studia If the stamp is worth having 
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at all, it 18 worth having saoh as will stand critioism. 
^ Beform it altogether/* 

I send yon what I think rather an interesting and 
tell4ale slip jnst eat from a newspaper. It shows the 
troops sent to India, vessels, and dates: and you will 
peroeiTe that the greater portion can hardly be 
expected to reach their destination before Noyember. 
Henoe^ no doubt^ it has been resolyed to try the 
shorter eat by the Isthmos of Sues and the Bed 

Always fiEdthfally yrs. 



TO JUDOS WOODWARD. 

Londim, October 6, 1867. 

Mt dxab Sn, 

I had not sapposed that it woald take Lord 
Clarendon so long to deliberate npon the e^qpediency 
of allowing me to haye a copy of Major Batler^s 
report It is near a month since I wrote to him, and 
his answer came last evening. You will observe too 
that he has thoaght proper to omit some portions. 
Of the natore of these suppressions, it is aseless to 
oonjectaie, though one can hardly avoid thinking 
that they might possibly have exhibited the combined 
forces of savages and English as committing equal, 
mayhap greater excesses than are now fiercely 
denounced as unpaidonable barbarities by the ^ black 
fiends** of Bengal This sensitiveness to national 
eharacter is rather laudable, than otherwise, but had 
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letter not be indulged at the expense of historical 
truth. The Earl is himself so excellent and amiaUe^ 
that I am not sorprised at his shrinking from dis- 
closing how worse than wild Indians his countrymen 
sometimes are or have been. Copies of the letters 
which passed between us are enclosed for your private 

infonnation. 

Yeiy&ithftOly.Trs. 



TO MS. CA8S. 

LondoDt October la, 1867. 

Mt DEAB Sib, 

There is a great likelihood that the King of 
Prussia will shortly die. I presume we shall all be 
bound to go into moumingfor his Majesty, especially 
as the marriage of his nephew with the Princess 
Boyal has made so much stir in Parliament and else- 
where. By-the-bye (eyen the d — is entitled to his 
due), I haye been assured most positiyely that the 
alleged intemperate habits of the King were fhe HEtlse 
inventions of Euglish travellers, that he is un- 
commonly abstemious, drinks nothing beyond wiue 
and water, but that he has a silly trick of lowering 
his eyes and shaking his head, which suggested the 
notion that he was idnum gwlomdo patent His 
intellect is fast yielding, and he now GeuIs to recognize 
his oldest friends. When he is finally off, I suppose 
there will be an immense rafprodhemmii between the 
Courts of Potsdam and St James. 



1 
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« The Qaeen wiU honour the southern section of her 
dominions by retorning from Balmoral to Windsor 
on Saturday next the 17th. Her Majesty stops a 
day, in the royal progress^ at Haddo House with the 
Earl of Aberdeen. I take it for granted that this 
great dull town will feel the influence of regal 
Tidnity, and be restored to the life so essential to 
sustain these private letters of mine. 

Your idea of improving our foreign diplomacy by 
having each minister apprised of the principal objects 
pursuing at every Court is excellent I urged some- 
thing analogous to it upon Mr. Forsyth, while I was 
at St Petersburg, and I pressed it upon Mr. Webster 
when Secretary of State. It is the great practical 
advantage enjoyed by the diplomats of Bussia. It 
produces a harmony of action and ineulaUion that, in 
a long run, tells conclusively. Mr. Webst^'s diffi- 
culty was in the great labour which it must throw 
upon somebody in the .department, already ovei^ 
taxed* ^ How that may be I can't pretend to say ; 
but if there be any use at all in having missions 
dotted over Europe, they might as well be made to 
co-operate in the general policy of the government.-, 
as run the risk of impeding it by ivant of informa- 
.tion from the fbuntain-head. Take an instance 
somewhat illustrative. I had been here but three or 
four months when, at an interview in the Foreign 
0£Boei Lord Clarendon suddenly asked me whether a 
treaty had been made between the United States 
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and Persia, by which we iiad engaged to lend some 
naTal squadrons to the Shah, and were to be indem- 
nified by the possession of oertain trading stations in 
the Gnlf ; and he prodnoed two or three long articles 
extracted from the instrument. What could I 
reply ? There was no practice of communicating 
from the department on which I could rely, and I 
had never heard of the treaty. Fortunately, I took 
a strong impression that his lofdship was makings 
rather hastily, a ground of complaint against us as a 
set-off to Crampton's affair, and that the alleged 
treaty was absurdly unconstitutional. I pondered 
over the paper he put in my hands for a minute or 
two, and, aware that his eyes were fixed with 
suspicion on my fiace, I slowly relaxed into a smiley 
and then exclaimed, laughing^ ^ My lord, you are 
hoaxed: this is a document which no American 
statesman would dream of making. Some one has 
played upon what he beliey.ed to be the readiness of 
the ministry to think the United States capable of 
any enormity.^ Now this was L'ttle more than good 
luck, and certainly was not founded on any positive 
knowledge of facts, one way or the other. It struck 
liis lordship forcibly, but did not convince him, and 
at his special request I wrote to Mr. Marcy 
inquiringly upon the subject. The hoax was proved, 
but the risk run in denouuciDg it, at the outseti 
weighed upon my mind for some time. 
Lord Clarendon has just sent me two large Blue 
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Books, puiporting to be oflSdal oonespondence on 
the Slaye Trade up to March, 1857. Do you want 
them? I hare not yet had time to open their pages. 
Indeed, I look upon these compilations, laid upon 
the parliamentary tables with exceeding r^nlarity, 
as mere sops to Cerberus, intended to gorge the anti- 
slavery appetite, so keen throughout England, and 
to take from the Opposition one of the popular < 
-themes of declamation and attack. It is hard work 
to wade through thenu 

There is heavy sighing on the London Exchange 
and Paris Bourse. The calamitous panic in America, 
and the financial conftision in Ii^ia are creating 
mischief eyerywhere, and the end Lb not yet. 
CSonsols, in one day, yesterday, fell near H per cent 
This was accelerated by the unlooked-for action of 
the Bank of England, in raising her rate of discount^ 
before 10 A.if. to 7 per cent PriTate fidlures are 
beginning to pour in, among the Scotoh-American 
houses particularly. Some anticipations are gloomy 
enough to embrace a stoppage of the bank in paying 
specie. Gold and silyer are flowing westward across 
the Atlantic. A million of dollars^ it is said, willbe 
shipped to^y from layerpooL The French funds 
underwent, a rapid declension. The newspaper 
accounts from the United States are exceedingly 
distressing; but» unlike any derangement of credit or 
enrrenoy we hare heretofore experienced, it would 
seem that the present one is in no manner whaterer' 
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aacribed to, or inflamed by, politics. Henoe, I am 
indined to augur an earlier recorery. 

I shonld doubt whether the Central American 
Treaty will receive the attention of this goyemment 
until they are reliered of anxiety about India. If y 
impression is that^ rather than quanrel, they will 
yield their interpretation of Mr. Clayton's unhappy 
Convention ; but they will be extremely reluctant to 
do so in a direct manner, or at a moment when it 
would seem extorted from their national embairass- 
ment. When they do it^ they will want it to appear 
a concession to amity. Perhaps, too^ at this 
moment, the sore is a little too fresh. 

The rage is for Imperial Conferences. These 
dignitaries are just now all three comparatiTely 
young men, and are naturally disposed to scan each 
other's figures. Austria and France meet next; 
time and place not yet determined. As to my pre- 
dicted Congress, to come out of the Stutgard 
** embraces,*^ it is getting along slowly but surely* 

Always fidthfully yrs. 



TO SIR W. a. 0U8EL7. 

London, Ootote 18, 1867. 

My deab Sib Wxlliav, 

Pray receiye two packages, one composed of 
o£Scial documents, which I beg you to keep, and the 
other of two volumes, being Squier^s work on the region 

VOL. I. • T 
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yoo aie about Tinting; and which, as a gift from the 
anther, I am bound not to part with. 

I^ on fiuiher rummaging, I find anything more 
tliA^^ym possibly be servioeable, I shall do myself 
die pleasure of sending it 

Begging you to make my best compliments to 
Lady O., whose prospect in the coming month I 
cannot help envying, I am. 

Very fiuthfuUy yrs. 



TO MR. J. M. M. 

London, October 16, 1857. 

If T DSAB Sib, 

There is great difficulty in forming a satis- 
factory judgment on the actual state of things in 
India, or the prospects. So much is exisiggerated, 
so much conceoled, and so much thrown into 
confusion by endless repetition. My opinion, 
howeyer, is that the rebels have done their worst, 
have leavened nearly all Hindoetan with their spirit 
of mutiny without being able to produce a general 
explosion, and will now be rapidly reduced- to 
subjection. The great body of the forces recently 
levied will reach the field of action before the Ist of 
November. Tliey may find the country already 
nearly restored to tranquillity, by Sir Colin Campbell, 
Havelock, and Nicholson : if not, their own numbei m 
%are abundantly sufficient to effect that end. England 
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has exhibited more than usual military vigoar and 
capacity, at this crisis. The beastly butcheries of 
women and children have stirred the blood in the 
lowest depths of John BulFs heart 80, too, the 
British soldiery in Bengal have exhibited admirable 
courage and endurance. To be sure, everything has 
been made to give way before the resolution to save, 
at every cost| the Indian empire. They will soon 
begin .to discuss the principles on which to refimnd 
their government there. The Bishop of Oxford and 
Mr. Gladstone have opened the theme with some im- 
presftiveness : — the former is for giving Christianity 
*' fair jiay!* by which he means proselyting : the latter 
is rather too much of a statesman and philosopher for 
that I am, on the whole, inclined by the signs of 
the times to think that, after the subject has been 
well buffeted between parties, and hammered to 
death in the journals, it will gradually lull into 
silence, be foi^tten, and the old course of prriceed- 
ing resume tranquilly its marcL To be sure, this 
will lead to future outbreaks periodically, but what 
of that ? • In politics, as in monetary afiEairs, panics, 
though momentarily frightful, have their permanent 
advantages. 

The King of Prussia threatens to die. His brother 
and proper successor meditates renunciation or 
abdication (at least so your excellent friend Mrs. E. 
just from Paris told me she had beard), and then 
Prince William, with his Britisli bride, the Princess 
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Boyal, mounts the throne. Victoria gets ahead of 
Louis Napoleon by this family arrangement. 

Spain is at a loss to get men willing to assume the 
responsibilities of governing her. That raoe, so 
renowned some centuries ago, is fast sinking, indeed 
already sunk, into wretched impotency. Queen 
Isabella, sick of all the factions around her, musters 
character enough to insist upon presiding at the 
CSouncilt 

Our yellow fogs have begun, and Her Majesty has 
come ^frae Scotia:"— so London will be. rapidly 
repeopled. 

Ever faithfully ^yrs. . 
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TO MR. CA88. 

London, October 20, 1857. 

Mt dsab Sib, 

The Bank of England yesterday raised her 
rate of discount to 8 per cent.: a rare, if not the 
single, instance of its being placed so liigh. Of 
course Consols fell : they are 84^, and all etocks are 
affected. The Continental banks are takings the 
same steps. A feverish anxiety pervades the 
mercantile classes. The danger is attributed to the 
diBTuption of credit in the United States, . and 
particularly to the lawless course of our banks. 
These institutions seem subject to periodical 
epid em ics; and as the respective States have, over 
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and orer again, shown their incapacity to oontxol 
them, could Oongress apply the constitutional power 
to better purpose than by enacting a bankrupt law 
for their ezdusiye benefit ? It is quite clear that 
while they are at liberty when a storm comes to find 
shelter in suspending payment, they will never take 
in sail, or fasten the hatches down. They should be 
forced to forecast: when the fit is actually upon 
them, measures of mitigation, compromise, and relief 
seem unayoidable: the only plan is to prescribe, 
while they are sound, a rule which will keep them so. 
Hang the birch on the wall of the schoolroom. 

This India convulsiou will more or less afiect the 
political attitude and pretension of England for some 
years to come. Hence it may be important to us 
that its real bearings and perpetually shifting phases 
should be distinctly understood. Is it to weaken 
her? Is it to tone her down? Will her relations 
with Persia or Bussia become complicated with it ? 
What branches of trade, or supplies for her manu* 
factories, are put in jeopardy? These and many 
other questions naturally spring up; and I am 
inclined to think that Anglo-Hindostanee study 
might be very useful to our politics, if not now, at 
least soon. The Press is teeming with publications 
of great interest and authority upon the subject : and 
I have sometimes wished that I had it in my power . 
to send them to your departmental library, and add 
them to that of the legation. Here are some twelve 
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I 

or fifteen works — ^among tbem» that mine of exact 
and naefnl information of all kinds, ^ThomtofCt 
OoMdieer of India,*' without which a practical states- 
man's shelves are imperfectly supplied. What say 
yon? 

A continental and no unfriendly paper warns 
Englishmen not to be too sanguine in the expectation 
of repressing the rebellion, and points significantly 
to the Sikhs, as a probable source of great danger, 
though at the moment friendly. The warning is 
rather late^ be its foundation what it may. John 
Bull thinks he has already strangled the tiger. Tlie 
Olobe, A few days ago, chanting the inyindbility of 
the Anglo-Saxon, declared that eren the American 
BeTolution would have been crushed had not France 
lent her aid I 

Isabella of Spain has at last a new ministry, 
of which Admiral Armero and Mon are the chiefs. 
Tlio rest of the component members as yet un« 
announced. 

. Prussia will probably follow the example of 
Sweden, and have her Begency. From Regent Prince 
Oscar, we are to have a new member o^ the diplo- 
matic corps at this Court, — Gount de Platen, in the 
place of old Saron de Hochsdiild. 

The Queen and Oourt ensconced themselves at 
Windsor on Saturday last 

All Americans abroad recur with pride to the 
heroism of flemdon and his companions. An act 
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illmtratee and dignifies national character 
shooldi aomehowi receiTa national notice. 

Always futhfiiUy yn. 



TO MB. MAEKOE. 

Londont October 28, 1857. 

My dear Mabkob, 

Oh I fi>r some sassafrasi or slippery elm, rege- 
table simples apparently unknown to the phar^ 
maoopoaia of this BabylonI— for the rery act of 
putting on my specs reminds me that the rebellious 
eye of which I complained about this time last year, 
has come back to worry and disable. 

The money mutiny, like that of the sepoys, 'is 
slowly but surely yielding to the force of metal. 
OonsolB closed yesterday at 88{) a shade better than 
the day before. All the world here is engrossed by 
two possibilities ; universal bankrupty and the loss 
of India : one just as likely the other, and both mere 
air*drawn daggers. 

I have omitted to thank Ifr. Chilton for his few 
beautiftil lines on Hemdon. Pray do it^ and most 
cordially, for me. This incident is unequalled in 
moral beauty. The case of the British frigate 
Birkenhead was like it, but inferior in the fact that 
the saving of the women and children was the result 
of military discipline, and not of purely voluntary 
heroism. I hope the subscription for the family 
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will saooeed; but I look at tlie act in another point 
of Tiew. It is a grtet events illnstratiYe o( and 
tending as long as remembered to mould the national 
character. Our history has some, though few, of snch 
significant and immortal utterances of high-souled 
bumanitj : the clodhopper's rejecting Andre's bribe 
is one, and miller's * 111 try,** another ; but nothing 
so calm, so utterly unselfish, so simultaneously good 
a/hd greats has yet been recorded It should live 
and speak for er^. Perhaps it is unsuited to the 
cold material of tiie sculptor; but ten or twenty 
thousand dollars appropriated by Congress for a 
vigorous effort of Horace Yemet's brush, to be hung 
ill the Capitol or the White House, would secure an 
everlasting discourse upon the glories of a subject fieur 
exceeding any military achievement on which we 
hitbitually expend folios of 4th of July Orations. I 
should like to enlist l£r. Pearce, of the Senate, and 
some such high-feeling and bold-speaking man as 
Governor Wise, in the House, fi>r this. 

But my eye is furiously angry, and threatens if I 
go on to burst— into tears. 

Our countrymen are huirying home in shoaL^' 
terrified at what the panic has done or may do. 

Ever truly yn. 
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TO MB. CABS. \ 

London, Octote 28, 1867. \ 

Mt dbab 8ib, 

The despatch on this occasioii will bring yon 
a formal notification of Admiral Seymour^s blockade 
of the port and river of Canton. This may possibly | 

interfere with our trade somewhat serionaly. It pats 
a stop to the chuckle I hare seen in some of onr | 

papers to the effect tliat we might reap a hanrest j 

while they were quarrelling. 

This war is one between Sir Michael Seymour and 
Commissioner Teh, or between England and Canton, 
not between the two Empires of Great Britain and 
China : and certainly no declaration 6i war has yet 
appeared. I suppose, therefore, we are to regard it • 
as an imperfect or limited war, though it looks more 
like a ** Flag Ugly ** scrimmage than a national war. 

The panic in the United States acts upon our 
travelling countrymen like the ^ rappel " or beat for 
a retreat They are fi»t thronging homewards. 
Mr. -— — told me that on one morning, after the 
receipt of disastrous fidlures and suspensions the 
night before, one hundred and fifty had departed 
from the Hotel du Louvre at Paris to get on board 
the Yanderbilt I 

Consols were yesterday a scintilla below 89. This 
is slight but perceptible improvement The great 
effort is, if possible, to prevent the shipment of gold 
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and silTer to the United States. Such oonsignm^ts 
are to immensely remunerative jost now, that the 
Bank of England lepeb by an 8 per cent discount 
notes designed to draw out her ooin« She has 
soooeeded, it is thought^ quite sufficiently to avert 
the danger. 

We can expect no news fiom India short of a week 
hence. Boys in the streets are^ to be sure, eveiy 
night shrieking out, *< Delhi fallen,** ''Havelock 
defeated f hot their newspapers contain nothing of 
thesort 

An inflammation in my left eyelid, engendered by 
a fierce midnight lamp and the intolerable types of 
the New York and Philadelpbia jounials, abaolutely 
compeb me to stop short. I dare say you will 
breathea ''thank graciouaT for if the members of 
yoor diplomatic menagerie throw at yon'such heaps 
of paper pellets as I do^ it is not in human nature 
to avoid a sense of patience overwhelmed. 

Always faithfully yn. 



TO ME. CA8S. 

London, Odober aO, 1867. 

Ht dear Sib, 

The last news from India, although accom- 
panied by the storm of Delhi, is of a mixed character, 
and scarcely justifies the exultation expressed in the 
Fkesshare. The capture of the city was not attained 
except with immense companrtiYe loss, especially of 
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officers, and it proved an almost empty acquisition, 
as the great body of the rebeli^ with their new King 
at their head, had skilfully managed to evacuate the 
pLace, to cross the Jumna by a bridge of boats, and 
to effect a compact and safe retreat The details of 
the assault, if allowed to appear, will probably be 
frightful ; as it was protracted for six days, during 
the greater part of which the fighting was conducted 
in the streets. Such disastrous and inconclusive 
successes, in a civil or servile war, ought not to be 
vapoured about The escapeoftheEing and garrison, 
which requirus explanation, makes the whole si^ge 
measurably abortive. 

It is also quite obvious that, instead of being 
overawed and checked, the disaffection is becoming 
wider and bolder. The son of the deposed King of 
Oude, but fifteen or sixteen yean of age, has been 
hoisted into the throne of his fie^ther, and his 
ministers have organized a force to impede the 
march of Havelock and Outram to the relief of 
Lucknow. Several sepoy regiments heretofore relied 
on have mutinied. The EngUsh battalions, to be 
sure, seem invincible where they stand: but their 
power is confined to that **po99emo pedU,** and they do 
not put down the insurrection. By this time, how- 
ever, the new levies have reached the scene of action, 
and we may expect to witness something definitive. 

The question as to the union or ttaiui juo of tbe^ 
Danufaian Principalities is rapidly ripening into what. 
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may prove a quarrel after the approaching Con- 
ferenoe at Paria. France, Bossiay PruiBsia, and 
Sardinia &voiir the consolidation, with a new King 
chosen from the western dynasties : England, Austria, 
and Turkey are averse to anything of the sort The 
Principalities themselves have recently by large votes 
in their respective divans pronounced for union. 
The di£Sculty will not be removed when the Powers 
come to consider the Treaty of Paris (or of Peace) 
of the 80th of March last : on the contrary, it will be 
augmented. For it is clear that by Article 25, if 
the Sultan alone holds aloof and refuses to agree to 
any proposed definitive organization of these pro- 
vinces, he is at liberty to do so, and his *' suaeraineti ** 
remains unimpaired. But he has done so already, in 
advance of the Conference : he has formally repu- 
diated the new monarchy scheme as one fo which he 
will never assent or submit ; and while apparently 
sQenty both England and Austria vigorously back 
him up in this stand The majority of the Powers 
in conference, sustained by the regularly ascertained 
sense of the Principalities themselves, will not 
readily or cheerfully submit to the Sultan's veto.- 
Hence it is not impossible that the consulting 
physioians may disseminate an opinion that ''the 
sick man** is^ after all said and done, pretty much 
as Dr. Nicholas thought him, and that depletion, 
drenehing, and straitrwaistcoating constitute the 
only promising treatment. 
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By this occasion, jou have consigned to yon Sir 
William Gore Onsely and his charming American 
wife, whose transmission by her Majesty to Central 
America (pray where %$ thai government ?) I apprised 
yon of in my note of the 13th instant. 

I had the pleasure to welcome Secretary Cobb's 
Commissioner on International Coinage two days aga 
Professor Alexander shall certainly baye the benefit 
of all the aid I can give him in getting access to the 
officers of government to confer on the interesting 
subject entrusted to his care. The topic, however, 
. is not one to which attention can, just now, be 
turned. 

Prussia, you will have observed, has lapsed into a 
Regency. The King, confiding everything to the 
■ liands of his brother, proposes travelling southwards 
to Borne and Naples. He will hardly get through 
the winter, and may be r^ardt* d, like the generality 
of patients whom their physicians recommend to 
travel, as a rapidly ^' dissolving view.** The circum- 
stances j^nnected with the event seem, somehow or 
other, to interfere with the programme of the 
marriage of Prince William and the Princess Boyal : 
a postponement to the spring is already hinted. 

The alarm excited here by the monetary panic in 
' the United States is subsiding. Few failures ; 
among which only one Bank, the Borough Bank of 
Liverpool. 

Always faithfully yrs. 



8S4 COMMERCIAL FBIGBT. 



TOMB CA88. 

Ixmdon, November 6, 1857. 

Ht deab Sib, 

The commercial fright^ which seema generally 
fwelling into terror, is the only thing which might 
poesibly be beaten up to an importance sufiicient for 
a despatch. Everything else since the fall of Delhi 
was announced is flat and fngitiye. England has 
rather a heavy l6ad upon her back at present, and 
this last monetary pressure threatens to make her 
stagger. Every fresh steamer (the Yanderbilt last 
evening) brings gloomier accounts from the United 
States. All the merchants and manufacturers 
connected with American trade are startled and 
trembling. The Bank already apiHsals to the for^ 
bearance of her depositors and customers,* and tells 
them that if they act upon their fears and ask her 
bullion, 'jhe cannot stand it Her interest is raised 
to 9 per cent,, and another puiT of the western 
sirocco will lift it to 10. What then? Why, then 
she must cry out to Lord Palmerston and Parliament, 
** Help me, Cassius, or I sink T — ^What if they refused 
Why, then I should be disposed to remember that 
the population of this Babel might become feverish 
and excitable under the influence of an infusion of 
some hundreds of thousands of discharged operatives, 
and that it might be prudent to have the Stars and 
Stripes ready for exhibition from one*s balustrade ! 
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Bread riots, however, are not famous for discsriminap 
tion. 

The fidlure to lay the Atlantio electric cable has 
been followed by the failure to launch the Great 
Eastern, or, as christened, ^The Leviathan." An 
attempt on the 8rd instant, to permit the monster 
to slide sideways down an inclined plane into the 
Thames was firustrated by some of the workmen 
mistaking a signal shown by Mr. Branel from his 
elevated position on the deck: — ^the effect being, 
that one part of the ship obeyed the signal and 
moved some three or four feet, while the other part 
remained stationary. It was accompanied by some 
sad accidents. Still the operation might have pro- 
ceeded, and it probably woald have proceeded, but 
that the river was densely thronged by crowded 
steamers and boats, and the mishap already ex- 
perienced made it not impossible that another might 
occur, and precipitate the vast unmanageable bulk 
to overwhelm and deluge everything within two 
or three miles of her. She is now resting on the 
inclined plane, and it is feared that as that is con- 
structed on piles, her enormous weighty say fourteen 
thousand tons, may gradually settle down and 
become immovable by any known mechanical force. 
The 2nd of December is given out as the day for 
another trial ; but it would not surprise me to hear, 
that, in order to avoid the obvious and imminent 
dangers of a multitudinous collection, distracting and 
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intimidating those engaged in managing' the 
machineiy, sh^ had been iafely lanndhed without 
public notice. 

Parliament has been, prorogued to the 17ih next 
month^and will probably, as usual, be again prorogued 
to the beginning of February. 

The United States frigate Niagara, Oaptain 
Hudson, left Plymouth yesterday mornings home- 
ward bound. 

Always faithfully yn. 



TO MRS. EDGE. 

Loodoo, Norember 9, 1867. 

I rogrot, my dear Mrs. Edge, that consistently with 
truth I am not at liberty to confirm your hope of our 
relationship. Judging exdusively by the inteUigent 
and frank tone of your letter, it would hare aflforded 
me great pleasure to do so. 

My father's name was not Joseph, but Alexander 
James: my own name is ^ot George Mills, hot 
Geofge Mifflin. — 

My grandfather, somewhero in the middle of the 
last century, was a physician ^in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land ; — ^he married a wealthy lady of the Island of 
Jamaica and had numerous sons and daughters, all 
bom in that colony. His name was Bobert Dallas. 
The estate upon which he lived and died was known 
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88 '' Dallas Castle." His widow subeeqaently married 
a Ifr. Sutherland: and these two in some way or 
other dissipated all the fieanily property, and threw 
my grandfather^s sons upon their own enerigies. All 
of them became eminent, but none except one 
called Charles Stuart, or Stuart Charles^ aocumu* 
lated fortune. 

My father, after marrying in County Deron, a 
daughter of Major George Smith, of the British 
Army, sought his future in the United States in 
the year 1788, when about twenty-five years of age. 
I was bom in 1792 in the city of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

This short narrative shows you that, although our 
branches of lineage may have a common trunk, some- 
where in distant times, they have extended £Eur apart, 
and it would be impossible to trace their connection 
beyond the name. 

Of the name, I knew there existed, during the last 
fifty years^ in America, several rery respectable, 
families ; but inquiries have always ended in fidling 
to prove that any one of them was of the origin of 
my own* 

Very sincerely and respectfully yis. 
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TO MB. CA88. 

London, NoTomlMr lO, 1857. 

Ut dsab Sat, 

The wont apprehennons are fast seizing upon 
the merchants. The Bank of England raised her 
interest on discounts to 10 per cent yesterday. 
Several heavy fsulures have been announced, among 
them the great firm of Dennistoun, of Glasgow ; and 
others are hourly ocpected. Not a ray of sunshine 
breaks upon the gloom from any quarter as yet 
Men look as if they were beneath an impending 
avalanche, and scarcely dare to breathe. This 
applies to the great banking houses without excep- 
tion, whose names I will not trust to paper, but 
whose deep anxieties are manifest 

Dr. Peter Parker, our'late Commissioner in China, 
arrived here last evening, and has just paid me a 
protracted visit Mr. Beed, according to the doctor's 
calculation, will arrive at Hong-Kong at about this 
date. He seems to regret that he was not left, like 
his colleague, Dr. Bowring^ to aid the minister whom 
the condition of public affairs rendered it expedient 
to send out His purpose is to proceed to the United 
States in about two weeks and to visit Washington 
without delay. 

I have written only because of my wish to send 
you a line by every leading steamer, for I really am 
left by the extreme dulness of the times, without 
topics for letters. Always &:thfully yrs. 
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TO MS. CAS8. 

LondoDy Norember 18, 1867. 

Mt dsab 8ib, 

The panic proceedB, leaying deeper TeetigeB 
of its march on this side of the Atlantic than with 
yoiL Testerdajy the cabinet took a step which 
cannot fail to be impressire, for good or evil, and 
which may produce serions discord in the approach- 
ing Parliament. They detennined to throw the 
government as an impediment in the way of the 
spreading commercial embarrassment ; and the Olobe 
of this afternoon contains the letter of Lord Palmer- 
ston and the Chancellor of the Exchequer addressed 
to the Grovemor and Deputy-Govemor of the Bank, 
authorizing a violation of the Charter by extending 
their issues beyond the limits prescribed by Sir 
Bobert PeeFs great and approved Act of 1844 : and 
thisy though with deprecatory language^ at their 
discretion 1 The ministry pledge themselves to ask 
from Parh'ament a bill of indemnity, to save the 
Bank harmless, if it will break through the fetters of 
law, and give the merchants an unlimited supply of 
its notes: and they omit the slightest provision 
calculated, if that be at all possible, to prevent the 
' depreciation of the paper. After such a measure, it 
is quite time that the English journals should pause 
in their prolonged attacks on our Bonk suspensions 
and their legislative legalizations. 
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Not all yet An early meeting of Parliameni' » 
to be munmoned, probably before the dose of this 
month. Hanng taken the irrevocable step, the 
Premier resolves to face the mosie at once. To this 
'condnsion the government would seem to have been 
harried by two things : firsts by the violent disorders 
menacing Glasgow, on the stoppage of the Bank of 
that dty, which demanded the presence of a military 
force ; and second, by the example of Louis Napo- 
leon, who^ the day before (to wit, Wednesday the 
12th), came out in the M<mitmr with a letter 
addressed to his Minister of Finance, stigmatizing 
the panic as a creature of the imagination, disclaim* 
ing any design to employ empirical measures, and 
counselling simple and temporary measures of pru- 
dence. The simple measures were immediately 
adopted by the Bank of France, and the interest on 
discounts made to rise according to the length of the 
note to eight, nine, or ten per cent. 

The vice of all this is governmental intermeddling. 
It depreciates the obligation of law, intimidates trade, 
an4 tampers with currency. Men struggle boldly 
and successfully, amid commotions inddent to the- 
natural elements of their business; but if these are 
to be changed or controlled at the will of govern- 
ment, results cease to depend on individual enei^ 
and sagadty. When the fermentation is under way, 
abstinence is the true wisdom : wait till spontaneous 
sdf-CTBating clarification takes place. 
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The last newi from India has caused much reliei 
and exaltation. The reoonqaest of Delhi and the 
complete saooess of Havelook in his moYements on 
Lucknow aie nndonbtedly pregnant facts. The old 
Mogul King (ninety yeats of age) and his old wife, 
with their three sonSy hare been pnnaed and cap- 
tared; the superannoated couple spared, the rest 
executed. Still, the confessed loss in hard fighting, 
especially among the officers, has been immense:' 
two generals, Niell and Nicholson, among them. 
There is more disaffSBCtion reported; a new and 
younger King has been proclaimed: the rebels of 
Delhi haye gone in masses to other places to main- 
tain and encourage mutiny ; the cholera rages; and 
Greneral Wilson has been driven from his command 
by iU health. 

I am informed by one acquainted with him and his 
&mily that (General Havelock has had, during all the 
time he has been pressing so gallantly forward, 
a daughter among the besieged at Lucknow I 

Tlie new ministry in Belgium is of advanced 
liberalism ; so, it is said, is the new ministry in 
Madrid; Bogier and Mon are the respective vital 
spirits. I look to see, at an early date, the finger of 
Napoleon in both of these pies, disturbing the crust 
and displacing the plums. 

Please say to Mr. Cobb that his Commissioner on 
International Coinage, Professor Alexander, after a 
short delay, accompanied me to-day to the Foreign 
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Office, was mtroduoed to the Earl of Clarendon, and 
reoeived ererj necessary direction as to patting him- 
self ^m rafport,** with the ** proper fundumarieB** 
mentioned in the Act of Congress. The subject 
oocopies many of the first minds in this country, and 
I think the time may come when tlie two goyem* 
ments will matnre it into practice. At present every- 
thing financial and commercial is too dislocated and 
^distoibed to allow the necessary attention to be giren 
to the project 

Always faithfully yrs. 



TO MB. BATES. 

London, November 15^ 1857. 

Ht dxab Sib, 

Your proposal as to Christmas is too kind 
and cordial to be resisted, notwithstanding our con- 
sciousness of the multitude it embracer We antici- 
pate great pleasure in conforming precisely to your 
programme, and in being with you and Hra. Bates at 
Sheen on the 23rd to the 28th December. 

I am given always to doubt the virtue of nullifica- 
tion of law, whether it be executive or popular ; but 
' cases of sudden necessity may arise which excuse, if 
they don't justify, a government in assuming the 
responsibility of doing it The precedent set in 1847, 
of suqpending the operation of Sir fiobert Peel's 
Bank Aet» was very seductive at this crisis ; and the 
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maimer in which that bold breach of positiye legal 
injunction was treated may be fairly regarded as 
eqmyalent to a legislattye modification or xehxation 
of the terms of the Charter. No nunistiy can 
hereafter, under the same drcnmstances, ventore to 
hold on to the law inflexibly. One position, ^UalM 
9mipla!* mnstyieldto another, ** ctrntm^MM errcr font 

I hope what you say of (he storm here may be trae 
also of the storm in the United States, though you 
perceive that our Secretary of the Treasury recoiled 
from doing what is somewhat analogous to Lord 
Palmerston's proceeding : — ^he would not throw the 
doors of the sub-treasury vaults open, in fiioe of an 
Act of Congress, although extremely inclined and 
tempted to do so. My letters are still full of sad 
foreboding, but I think a streak of sunshine return- 
ing here and there breaks through the dark cloud* 
We shall reyive in sixty days, but we shall miss 
from the herd many a noble animal who carried 
yeteran and magnificent antlers but two months 
aga 

Fray oflTer to lbs. Bates our warmest regards^ and 
belieye me always 

Most ftithf ttlly ynu 
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TO MB. GILFIN. 

Londooi Noyember 16^ 1867. 
Mt DEAB OiLFIKy 

It puzzles me to find excuses for yoor long- 
protracted silence. I hear and sincerely hope that 
lbs. Gilpn has perfectly reooyered her health. If 
not^ then to be sure the puzzle is e]q>lained« 

Mr. Cobden brought Mr. Bright to see me about a 
week aga The latter looks the type of florid ^ 
health; but I doubt its entirety and permanency. 
Hob sereral times in the course of an hour^s talk (for 
visits here are very prolonged)^ put his hand to his 
head as if to aid the process of thought: oncej per- 
oeiying that I remarked the gesture with a slight 
sympathy, he said that he still felt a remnant of his 
complaint in being unable to push yigorously to con- 
centration the course of his ideas ; that he wasappre- 
hensiye he would find it hard, if not impossible, to 
take his old position in parliamentary debate : that 
in other respects his restoration was perfect I told 
him that in conralescence, the mind, like the body, 
required gradual exercise ; that his had been idle for — 
nearly two yean^ and though perfectly sound, was 
'relaxed ; and I exhorted him not to postpone exer* 
tion to the House of Commons, but to try himself 
first among his friends after a public dinner, and 
then at one or two political meetings. I added, that 
one of my chief inducements in consenting to come 
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on this miflsion was the opportunity of hearing 
Mr. Cobden and himself in full blast on the free 
trade topic, and I did not want to be wholly disap- 
pointed. These gentlemen carried their Manchester 
Peace principle to an extreme, at a moment when 
the nation was irreTocably committed to war, and, as 
a necessary consequence, their popularity waned* 
Mr. Cobden lost his election last spring, only be- 
cause of his constant opposition to Tigorous 
measures against Bussia. I do not yet perceire a 
prospect of his regaining his ground. His friend is 
younger, less dreaded or disliked, promised not to 
carry his Quaker notions into the Indian straggle, is 
re-elected, and if he will only surmount, by the 
regimen I hare prescribed, his diseased want of self* 
confidence, must become the leading spirit of the 
House of Commons. Of course, I took the occasion 
to speak of you, whom he remembered with obvious 
pleasure, and to place in his hands the package of 
books you sent for him a year ago. No doubt he 
will acknowledge to you their receipt. 

The very last accounts from India create extreme 
anxiety for the &te of Generals Outram and Havelock 
and their army, about three thousand fire hundred 
strong. They reached Ludknow and reliered the 
European men and women besieged in a fortress ; 
but they can't themselves get out again : the masses 
of Mussulmans in the city of Lucknow itself aro 
watching an opportunity to overwhelm them; the 
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road back to Cawnpore is infested with small armies 
of matineers ; Nana Sahib, with thirty or forty thou* 
sand men and munitions in abundance, is surrounding 
them; and a month at least must elapse before 
adequate reinforcements could reach them. After all 
the suffering endured and gallantry exhibited by 
Havelock and his men, their sudden destruction, by . 
Nana Sahib, too, would be as seyere a blow upon the 
heart of this country as could be struck. It looks at 
this moment to be almost inevitable. Havelock will ^ 
no doubt sustain the character he has achieved by a 
most desperate defence : but the odds are too great 
Hen argue here that the fiedl of Delhi and the 
capture of the Mogul King will dispirit the rebels at 
Lucknow : — ^perhaps so^ and perhaps not The city 
was a barren conquest: — ^itVas kept with acknow- 
ledged courage and skill by the sepoys for months : 
it was abandoned by them when no longer tenable : 
and they have escaped to rally and continue the war , 
elsewhere : the superannuated monarch was a mere 
effigy, though a cherished one, and the treatment 
shown him, with the execution of his sons, may 
possibly produce more exasperation than fright — 
Nana Sahib, with all his atrocities exaggerated,, is 
yet admitted to possess talents, bravery, and rei- 
sourees>-he may also see in tho extirpation of the 
Singes &mily, an opening for the ertablishment of a 
new dynasty : he may be a Spartacus, and yet hope 
to avoid the &te of Spartacus. 
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Parliament will meet in the first ireek in Decern* 
ber. It 18 harried up by the goyemment to pass an 
Act of Amnesty for the benefit of the Bank, which, 
at the instigation and request of the ministry, 
openly violates the express restrictions of its Charter 
in iBsaing an unlimited amount of its notes and 
retaining its coin. There is precedent for this ; — ^in 
1847 ;— and the nullification of positive law not only 
does not create surprise, but seems to receive unani- 
mous approbation* The panic has made its own 
-law. I am told by the first city merchants that the 
''storm is over,** tiiat the breath of Lord Palmenton 
has stilled the agitation, and arrested an ezplosion 
on the brink of producing widespread ruin. The 
^ Omnipotent ** Assembly, whose past decrees are thus 
slighted, will register a new one with very little if 
any demur. It will continue in session for a week 
or two, and then be prorogued, probably to February. 
It will only take time to utter a few speeches about 
India, China, and perhaps Central America. 

The book of the day is Livingstone's Africa. Bead 
it Don*t be repelled, as I was on the point of being, 
by the first fifty or sixty pages. Ton will come to 
curious and interesting details of natural history 
which will abundantly delight you. 

We all unite, nem. con., in sending the kindest 
regards to Mrs. Gilpin. 

E ver faithftilly yrSi 
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TO MS. CA88. 

Londooy November 17, 1867. 

Ht dbab Sib, 

The meeting of Parliament will precede that 
of Congress by fonr daya It was prorogaed to the 
17th of December, but the Qaeen has by proclama- 
tioii yesterday hastened it a fortnight OffioiaUy^ 
the object is ''the despatch of divers urgent and 
important affairs :" gmeraUyf it is understood to be 
the passage of an Act to amnesty and gnarahtee the 
Bank : rmOyf it is for these purposes, and specially 
perhaps to authoriie a loan for the relief of the East 
India Company^s finances. This last point will be a 
sore matter, notwithstanding the military glory 
which is represented to have been gained in the 
rebellion; for John Bull thinks that the expense of 
the struggle should all be extracted, by the East 
India Company and the local government^ through 
confiscations and fresh taxes, out of the natives, and 
not be wrenched from him. 

It is doubtful whether the Queen will open ParUa- 
ment in person. And why? Ton will be surprised 
to hear. The reason is that if her Majesty does open- 
Parliament, she must, of necessity, adrert to the 
gallantry exhilnted in Bengal by the British generals, 
and particularise them by name.- Public feeling 
will not be satisfied with cold comprehensiTe praise 
from her; and yet she cannot step out of a dull 
iGMfmality without stirring the hot embers of an 
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established feud in the India seryioe, the fend be- 
tween those called ** Queen^i mm** and those caUed 
^Comfanjf*$ msn." I hare the diBolosnre of this 
oorert bat practical embarrassment, of which I was 
not before aware, from a highly distingoished and 
intelligent gentleman in ofSce. How the difBonltj 
bears upon Wilson, Lawrence, Harelock, Nicholson, 
Niell, and Oatram respectirely, it will be carious to 
inquire, and may be a key to explain future honours 
or slights. Thus &r Havelock has borne off the 
•palm, and he is eren compared with Wellington: 
although a morning paper, in Tiew of his actual 
danger in Lucknow, denounces his adrance to that 
place as the precipitate mistake of the campaign. 
His popularity here b unbounded, and may extort 
from Majesty a Field l^tarshal's baton. 

There are philosophers ererywhere who think 
themselves peculiarly competent to cure all existing 
erils. Such no doubt is the gentleman who wrote 
the accompanying pamphlets on monetary matters 
pamphlets which he is anxious to administer, as a 
sort of homoeopathic dose, to Brother Jonathan, in 
the convulsive crisis of his affairs. He has begged me 
(by the letter inclosed) to send them to the President, 
a courtesy to him which I cannot pretermit; but^ as I . 

* am averse to call attention from vastly more impoi^ J 

tant affairs to the lucubrations of Mr. John IL Enott, 
a perfect stranger, I must, even, with a thousand'' 
apologies transfer the burden to yoar broad 
shoulders. 
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' There are pofis 6i news from Ohina. Lord Elgin 
had greailj benefited his health, which was assailed 
by ferer, by his voyage to Calcntta ; but he ascer- 
tained, on his retom to Hong-Kong, that he wonld ^, 
hare to remain in Southern China until at least the 
next spring. The blockade had been poshed up to 
Oanton itselfl Seyeral skirmishes had occurred, . 
and, in the main, the English, under Commodore 
Elliott, came off second best The French Embassy 
had reached Singapore. The Bussian envoy had. 
managed to communicate with the Imperial govern- 
ment at Pekin, and had then gone to Shanghai to 
wait reception and presentation, but it was believed 
that he had received information of the Emperor's 
unwillingness to accept his visit With the excep- 
tion of Canton, commeroe with all the ports of China 
is as lively and tranquil as ever. f^How very oddT 
Commodore Tatnall, who arrived here a week ago, 
will proceed on his voyage to relieve Commodore 
Armstrong in the course of a few days. 

We aie called upon by the Court o£Scial to mount 
mourning for the deceased Duchess of Nemours, as 
cousin of her Majesty 1 that is, I believe, she was the — 
daughter of the personage who fird married the 
Queen's aunt, and 9$oondly married her mother I— 
well, aoc(N!ding to the regulations of your department^ 
our suits of sable aie always on hand, and always 
''full dress.** 

Very faithftdly yrs. 
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TO MB. CASS. 

LcmdoD, November 20, 1867. 

Mt dxab Sib, 

The progress of cosuneicial disaster does not 
appear to have been arrested by the ministerial 
interrention. The Bank, to be sure, lends more 
freely, bnt the list of daily failures gets longer and 
longer. Unless the grand panacea of goyemmental 
guaranty prove effective soon, I don't see what is to 
prevent a general break-down, attended by great 
social disorders, far worse than any we need fear in 
the United States. 

The ambassadors from the First and Second Kings 
of Siam, with their presents of rich barbaric gold and 
jewelry, were received by the Queen (upon the 
throne I) at Windsor yesterday. I met these illus* 
trious muIattocHS at the dinner of the Lord Mayor in 
honour of the Duke of Cambridge. Wretched, 
squat-faced, inexpressive, animal-looking creatures I 
in every possible trait inferior to our Indians. 
Strong and sinewy, with teeth stained jet-black, hair 
equally dark and cropped close> and tight*fltting 
gowns of thin cloth of gold >— admirable labourers for 
a Southern cotton-field. 

* Yesterday, too, Mr. Brunei made a second fiulure 
with the Great Eastern. He attempted to move her 
nearer to the water, and applied a force which made "* 
the piles supporting the rams give and break without 
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budging her. This trial was a private one : and« no 
doabt all ftitiue ones, until the huge &bric is afloat^ 
will be oondnoted without public notice. 

Very faiihftilly yrs. 



TO MB. CA88. 

London, KoTember 24, 1867. 

Ht deab Sib, 

Stillness precedes a stir ; and hj that reflec- 
tion I account for the sQent smoothness with . which 
political affairs are ceding to the meeting ot Parliar 
ment on the 8rd of December, and of the Congress 
at Paris shortly after. Nothing agitates the i^r but 
the &II9 actual or prophesied, of some great com- 
mercial house, or the learned declamation of an 
* Ozon.** on the duty *of making a Christian demon- 
stration against Juggernaut in Bengal, so that future 
divine judgments may be averted. Two parliar 
mentary, or rather ministerial, dinners are formally 
announced for the 2nd of December; one by Lord 
Granville, the other by the Premier. 

The Beform party, headed by Mr. Boebuck, think 
the moment propitious f<Nr a fresh movement^ and 
have issued a sort of manifesto, which may becharao- 
teriied as a cowed utterance of Chartism. I think 
Mr. Boebuck one ot the ablesti he is universally 
admitted to be the most independent^itf the Members 
of Parliament: but the country U, at this moment^ 
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tamed by two warsi by the alarm-bell of the 
Exchange^ and by the prospect of popular commo- 
tion and floffering excited by augmented taxation. 
The period is nnwiaely choaen. Although Lord 
Palmerston explicitly pledged himself to introduce a 
Beform Bill at the present session, no one expects 
him to do it, and already the matter is treated, in 
conyersation and in the press^ as indefinitely post- 
poned. Mr. Boeback*s followers aro safSdent neither 
in nomber nor moral weight to make head against 
the qniet overdamng current of the time. 

The death of Cavaignao was thought to be the 
knell of the French BepuUican party, yet the fieu^t 
that Gamot and Gondchaux have refused to swear 
allegiance to the Empire indicates very strongly the 
rererse. I am told that» owing to. some yet un* 
developed cause, the popularity of Louis Napoleon 
among the Parisians is perceptibly waning. This 
may be tested by the new election ordered. 

Tou will receiTe this at about the opening of 
Congress, and I cannot repress an entreaty that I 
may be promptiy supplied with 1. the President's 
Message, 2. the Beport of Mr. Cobb, and 8. the C!on* 
gresdonal Directory. 

Always faithfully yrs. 
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TO MB. CA88. 

London, Deoember 8» 1867. 

Mt dear Sib, 

The Arabia brought me, late yesterday, your 
interesting Nos. 85, 86, and 87. Their tone implies 
a policy which has my sealoos sympathy, and which 
I am eager to see distinctly annonnced in the 
IVesident*s message. At this moment^ public opinion 
all ihrongh Eorope is prepared for the new American 
ExecntiTe's catting throngh all the protracted and 
oomplid^ted cobwebs of co n tr o versy which it has been 
the pleasore of England to spin out of the fmitftil 
womb of the Gla3rton-Balwer Treaty. Lord Napier^s 
letter to yon of the 9th October looks very like a 
deliberated effort to lay the foundations of another 
series of batteries for argoments long-drawn out 
Yonr reply of the 20ih probably created a flutter, a 
snspension of works, and an appeal for farther 
instractions. 

If the Message be what I hare thonght likely on 
oar Foreign Belations, Parliament will reassemble 
(it adjoams on Monday the 14th) after the holidays, 
in a temper very different from the qoiet and passive 
one it now exhibits. Not a word given to the 
United States^ or Central America, in the Qaeen*s 
speech! a fSsMst commented apon'.by the Jawnud de$ 
DAati, and deemed significant of distarbances 
behind the scenes. And a representative of France, 
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Mr. Belly, has proceeded to join -Sir W. 6. Ouselyt 
in order to realize Lord Clarendon's old declaration 
as to the nniversal bearing of the Anglo-Franco 
Alliance. Very ivell I There is nothing so imprar 
sive upon the majority of the House of Commons as 
decided language from the chief of our ^fierce 
democracies** and Lord Palmerston may find himself 
suddenly unhorsed by the influence of terrified 
manufacturers already tortured by the panic. It is 
an epoch at which the very questionable opinions 
and interpretations of a P^mier will not be sustained 
by the popular branch of Parliament at the hazard 
of reviving the hostile feelings of the two countries. 

I went last night to both Houses. The Lords 
were on India, the Commons on the Bank : but the 
benches were almost empty while Lord Derby was 
speaking in the one, and a Scotch member in the 
other. It is understood that the ministry have their 
way on both questions ; and the Oppositioni after a 
few speeches, retires listlessly from contest 

I hope you have noticed that the great English 
historian, like a wise man chary of fame already 
acquired, has retained his name and taken the oaths 
in the House of Peers, with the title of Baron 
Macaulay. If he choose it, he will carry great weight 
iHth his new associates. * 

You have doubtless heard that we are in the 
middle of the Nineteenth Century. What a mistake I 
The illustrious ambassadors from Siam, on being 
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introduced into the presence of the Queen, actually 
and in a group fell upon their faceSi crawled on all* 
fours to the foot of the throne, and presented her 
Majesty with the right royal and magnificent present 
(among others) of a spittoon I Shade of Basil Hallt 
and Genius of Trollopel what think ye of this in« 
tmsion by the ropresentatiye of ^ the filthy practices 
of Americans** into the very sanctuary of tran- 
scendental rofinement? I wonder if these eastern 
savages are giren to practical jokes^ or hare in their 
wit a spice of sarcasm. 

Commercial skies are slowly brightening. The 
reported fiiilures are becoming few and fieur between. 
The example of the Bank of France will probably 
be soon followed, and the Dame of Threadneedle 
Street b^;in to lower her. interest on discounts. At 
Hambmgy howerer, and it is feared at Copenhagen 
and Stockholm, the financial asphyxia threatens 
universal ruin. How singularly similar to the 
pro g ress of an epidemical cholera has the advance of 
this monetary derangement been I only it travels in 
an opposite direction, fiom West to East 

Mr. Brunei has not yet got his Leviathan into her 
element: unless she rushed down in the course of 
last night. One half of her journey homewards is 
not yet accomplished. All things, however, inspire 
confidence, and very soon the astronomers in the 
Moon will rejoice in the discovery of a great spot 
upon the Earth's disc 
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I oaght to make, and therefore I do make, a 
thoasand apologies to the Seoretary of State for thia 
mixture of iDoongruities ; bat, as Monsieur Crapaud 
says, ^ Qtis wvlmwm$F* my notes are as musical as I 
can make them. 

Always faithfuUy yrs. 



THE QUXEK OPSNIKO PARLIAinCHT, 

DiABT: December 8, 1857.— ''The opening of 
Parliament by the Queen in person this morning 
was altogether a handsome and suggestiye ceremony. 
Here, in a vast and rich hall, was in finct con- 
centrated the goTemment of a wide-spread Empire : 
Royalty, Princes, Peers, Nobles, Bishops,. Law* 

_ _ • 

Judges, and Commons. Her Majesty wore a cit)wn 
of brilliants, and jewels sparkled oyer her person. 
Her principal garment was a glittering skirt of 
striped golden stuff, and she remoTcd from her 
shoulders the weight of a cloak of crimson yelyet 
bordered with ermine. She was preceded into the 
House of Lords, from the corridor, by high officers, 
who bowed to the yet yacant thn^^e as they passed 
it She was handed up to the throne by the Prince 
Consort On her immediate right stood . Lord 
. Winchester, holding a gold stick surmounted by a 
large red velyet cap, with gold tassel, termed the 
Cap of Maintenance. On her immediate left was 
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Eail GiaiiTiUey grasping and keeping erects with 
fixed solemnity of look, the huge decorated Sword of 
State. The Lord Ghanoellor, Cranwortb, was next ' 
to the Harqness of Winchester, and held in his hand 
the Address, which he subsequently gave, kneeling, 
to the Queen, to be read. Locd Lansdowne carried 
a Grown upon a cushion. The Princess Boyal and 
Princess Mary of Cambridge seated themselves in - 
front on the Wodsack, with their &ces to the 
Queen, their backs turned necessarily to the crowd. 
The chamber was full of elegantly dressed ladies; 
the Peers present were few. 

As soon as the obstreperous rushing in of the 
disorderly Commons to the Bar, headed by their * 
Speaker, had subsided, the Address was read by the 
Queen, still sitting, and was well read ; her Majesty 
manifesting a slight and attractive agitation at first 
There was much to gratify in the whole per- 
formance; but it seemed to me that its charm arose 
from its being headed by an exemplary lady not yet 
old enough to have lost beauty, grace, and ^sweetness 
of voice. Her husband occupied what might be 
regarded as a secondary throne, on her left beyond - 
Lord Oranville. 

The AddreiH read and returned to the Lord 
Chancellor, the Queen rose immediately, and, 
handed by the Prince Consort^ bowed to the 
aodienoe, who all stood up, and left by the door and 
oonidor through which she had come. The Prince 
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of Wales wat not present. Prince William of 
Prussia was.** 



TO MB. J. KM. 

London, Deoember 11, 1867. 

Mt dbab 8ib» 

The Plresident*s Message is eagerly awaited. 
Misgiyings as to its tone are preTalent It may 
rouse an opposition in Parliament whid^ disposed to 
anything rather than quarrel with Americai will 
oblige Lord Palmerston to quit the helm. The 
administration, say rather the President, has a 
glorious opportunity for inaugurating a grand 
international clearing-house. 

The French scheme for reyiving the Slave Trade, 
ostensibly a mere license to a firm, Begis & Co., to 
ship from Africa large numbers of negroes, as free 
laboureri, for the West Indies, will probably be 
abandoned. Some people think, though I do not» 
that the functionaries of this gOTomment would have 
connived at the project had it remained $uh fosa : 
but the keen-sighted and loud-tongued abolitionists 
gave the halloot and now Lord Clarendon, when 
waited upon, gives positive and impressive assurances 
that their great andfiedthful ally beyond the Channel 
will effectually prevent the mischiet The con- 
ception of the plan is a proof of the straits to which 
they axe reduced, as to labour, by their fanatical 
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humaniUriaoism. Obserre, the EogliBh statesmen 
and editon bare had a measure of rationality infused 
into their doctrine of nniyersal emancipation by 
their fight with the Indian sepoys : for thongh, like 
the Bcmpnloiis framers of onr Oonstitutiony tbey sink 
the word dares, tbey in reality inflict a servitude 
more abject and galling tban is known to our 
Southern States. 

The House of Lords will this afternoon dispose of, 
by passing, the Bill of Indemnity to the Bank and 
the ministry for violating its Charter. That pro» 
oeeding certainly seemed to lull the commercial 
tornado which threatened universal break-down. 
Until the government cried ** Let go and haul/* the 
yesseli in general opinion, was upsetting : that spell 
righted her, and she has ever since^ on an even keel, 
been sbwly getting into smoother water. 'Failures, 
to be sure, are almost daily announced of houses 
connected in business with distant continental places^ 
Hamburg, Copenhagen, Berlin, Vienna, Constanti- 
nople and 81 Petianbuig, to which the tempest has 
pushed, and where it is expending its expiring force. 
But the worst is over, here ; as I fervently hope it is- 
with you. 

It is curious to observe how popular sentiment imU 
force its way in this country through all sorts of 
aristociatio finesse and obstacles. I have noticed 
many instances s but here is a new andsignal one. 
General Havelock, by a seriee of gallant exploits^ 
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made liinuielf the CetYoarite of the day, and the 
people called lustily upon loyalty for hia reward* 
Well, they first settled npon him a wretched annuity 
of £100. Pish ! cried John Bull, that will never do I 
Then, they made him a Baronet ; Bah I grumbled 
John, that may do for Sir William Williams of £an^ 
but here's a soldier of a dozen Tictories I Then, the 
Queen, by special message, graciously hoped her 
Parliament would rote, and her Parliament has 
TOted, £1000 per annum during his life. Still the 
h(8art of John Bull is swelling and dissatisfied, and 
he is demanding something like what was done for 
Marlborough or Wellington (for John solemnly 
belieyes Hayelook to have saved the British Indian 
Empire), and he now insists .upon a peerage and a 
fbrtune to maintain it Success to him I and succeed 
he will, if he but stick obstinately to his demand. 
Havelock's present position at Lucknow, howeyer,. 
renders it extremely doubtfiil whether he will 
survive to wear his honourst He is beleaguered by 
70,000, and wants food; and though Sir Colin 
Campbell may rake together a force of 5000 to go 
to his assistance, a deep dread prevails that he will 
be too late. 

Always fidthftilly yrs. 



362 BANK INDEMNITY 



Mt DXAB SlBy 



TO MS. CASS. 



has adjourned to the 4th of 
February next It was in session nearly nine 
working days. The Lords met on Saturday last the 
12th» merely to reoeive the Queen's assent to the 
Act relieving the Bank. Little positiire legislation 
beyond that was attempted A Committee of broad ^ 
investigation as to currency was reappointed : General 
Havelock was voted a pension of £1U00 per annum 
for life : and a pretty distinct intimiition was thrown 
out that the government would be obliged to go to 
the relief of the fbnds of the East India Company. 
As to Befonn, explicitly promised in the Queen's 
speech, the Premier merely added in debate, ^ you 
must wait till after the holidays for our plan : we 
have no notion of allowing the critics to brood over 
it during the recess.** One thing was too obvious for 
doubt : on none c^ the existing public measures is 
the Opposition capable to make a stand. It is 
difficult to imagine a British ministry more un<* — 
checked in pursuing whatever course they like, than 
that of Lord Palmerston. Nor can any change be 
anticipated as the fruit of some measure of domestic 
poliqr* ^^etk a ridiculously small instalment of 
reform (a wee bit) will foil to exasperate a serious 
tesistanoe. There may possibly spring up a 
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question to distarb this smooth osoendency, but it is 
not easjr to designate the quarter wbonoe it can 
oome, or to sajr how it will dinde parties when it 
occurs. The practical power wielded by Lord 
Palmerston would make me anxious lest^ to attain 
some sinister purpose, it should be exerted against 
the United States, but that I feel assured that he 
and his cabinet are too sagacious voluntarily to run 
the risk of the only national quarrel which their 
countrymen cannot and will not uphold His lord- 
ship's theory of administration certainly leads him to 
keep open an issue of war, as a vent for the humours 
of John BuU : and if he closes the Indian struggle, 
as appearances indicate that he soon will, you may 
expect to see Canton sacked, and Pekin menaced. 
But ho must be very tightly cornered before he will 
aim at America, and so reyive the swarming of the 
hosts of manufacturing hornets upon his head. 

The solicitude about Outram and Hayelock, cooped 
up in Luckuow with an. extra train of women and 
children, continues, although somewhat lessdeq^rate 
owing to recent accounts. The contending fbroes 
are conyeiging to that point, and the result of an 
assault by Sir Colin Campbell will probably dose the 
insurrection. He was near being captured on his 
way to take the command. Travelling en courriar 
without an escort, in order to be quick, he pounced 
suddenly upon a considerable body of mutineer^ and 
nanowly escaped by the fleetness of his horse. 
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In the oonrae of next month the marriage of the 
FrineesB Boyal is to attract hither an immense flight 
of orowned personageSi their families or represents- 
tiyes. Her Majesty has not palaces enough to 
accom m odate her guests, and is obliged to engage 
public hotels in advance. The chief theatres will, in 
the same senrice, be thrown gratuitously open for 
serand weeks. Every effort at brilliant ^at will be 
made. You probably experienced and remember the 
effect of such whirling court festivities upon a 
republican minister. 

The money crisis seems to subside quite as fast as 
the monster steamer: both are^ however, still upon 
fk$9toek$. 

Always fidthfully yrs. 



TO MB. CASS. 

London, Deoember 22, 1857. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

The Message reached London at about 5 a oc 
yesterday. I read it in bed and composedly. It 
appeared, in pretty large fragments, in most of the 
morning papers. It is frankly and distinctly praised, 
except in that portion which deals of the Clayton* 
Bulwer Treaty. The Tmn and the Pod of to-day 
contain comments; and perhaps these, better than 
my impressions formed in so short a space of time, 
wOl enable yon to see the reception it has had here; 
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and although I know you hare files of these papen 
sent to yon, it may be convenient to hare the slips I 
now endose. By the interference of Terence's play 
at the School of Westminster with the free agency 
of one of my guests at dinner yesterday^I missed the 
opportunity of being told the sentiment of Lord 
Clarendon, who had in the early part of the day 
talked fully to him on the subjeoL I got my copy 
before sunrise, by virtue of an arrangement to 
expedite it from liirerpool on the arrival' of the 
Ambia. 

Commercial matters appear to be improving. They 
have not been as bad in France as either here or 
with us. They are still deplorable in Germany ; and 
some intelligent merchants anticipate that the 
fidlures in that quarter, especially the north, will 
react upon France^ and make matters worse than 
they have yet been. Consols have run up to within 
a shade of 88 ; but the Bank still exacts 10 p. c 
interest. 

The town is deserted and dull. 

Always faithfully yrs. 

P.S. — ^The Message is printed at fhll length, not in 
fragments, in to-day's Time$^ partially disfigured by 
the headings to the several topics, originally devised 
by the New Tork Hanvld. 
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TO 21R. CAS8. 

LondoDy December 29, 1857. 

Mt dbab Sib, 

It oocnn to me as possible that the many 
interesting subjects which are hourly demanding 
yonr attention in Washington may make yon give 
less welcome than heretofore to these desultory 
letters of mine. I hope yon will not hesitate, if so^ 
to tell me to relax the stream. 

It IB quite apparent that the two leading topics for 
parliamentary disposition, in February, will be Bopre- 
sentatire Beform, and a modification of the gorem- 
ment in India. The minister will, after all and 
possibly very unwillingly, be obliged to olSer his biU. 
A scheme norel in its character has beon^iecom- 
mended to him, in a formal Memorial, by a large 
number of influential persons headed by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. After the fi^hion of thinking 
which prevails here, the plan has its plausibilities. 
It rests npon the idea of creating a new and distinct 
constituency, to be composed of those who have been- 
^UberaBy educated ** (that is, according to English 
common parlance, of the professions); of lawyers, 
physicians^ and parsons. These^ throughout the 
Empire^ are designed to be jumbled into a separate 
mass» and to send their representatives from spedfled 
localities to the House of Commons. It is calculated 
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that this oonstituenoy will furnish about seyenty 
memberni contributed in pretty nearly equal pn^ 
portions by the Bar, the Faculty, and the Clergy. 
It 18 elau representation, intended and ayowed^ 
according to some narrower examples already exist- 
ing. Much attention has been awakened to it, and 
it may not be entirely excluded from the ministerial 
project In discussing it the other day, at a dinner 
table, before some Judges and Members of the 
House, I took the liberty to characterize it as a sop 
thrown to Cerberus, oiled with conservatism, which, 
instead of satisfying^ would only sharpen appetite : 
and that» after all, if they wanted to do justice to 
their fellow-men, nothing was so consenratiye as 
universal suffirage, the very opposite of such dass 
preferences. 

You notice that Baron Brunow returns to this 
Courts which he left when the Crimean war broke 
out I hear through a diplomatic colleague that 
Count Ereptowitch, owing to some unexplained 
cause, went back to St Petersburg somewhat under 
a doud. Bei^ de hoo quare 7 

Count and Countess Platen, who succeed, from 
Sweden, Baron and Baroness Hochschild (the former 
dead), are plain, unpretending, and attractive persons. 
The Count told me he had begun life in the British 
navy, had been in the Swedish ministry, but had 
retired many years ago £ix>m public affitirs. He is 
owner of a lai^ fortune. They knew intimately my 
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old friend Mr. Christopher Hughes, whose daughter 
married Senator Kennedy of Maryland 
. The Spaniard, BraYO» is oJET again to Madrid. He 
left here on the 21st instant The very nice young 
gentleman whom He leaves Charge d'Afiairec^ Conti, 
says that the minister is a leading member of the 
Spanish legislature, and that his presence iu the 
Body is occasionally indispensable. Nothing need 
be apprehended against Mexico. The movement of 
Geneml Walker may possibly revive a little alarmed 
bustle (for Spain regards all filibustering as ultimately 
destined against Cuba) ; but the President's Message 
effectually secures her good behaviour. 

The vestiges of the commercial panic are fast dis- 
appearing. The Bank suddenly dropped her rate of 
interest from 10 to 8, and will shortly lower to 6. 
She does but conform to the street rate. The storm 
is, however, growling aa it retreftts on tlie Continent. 
Everybody eulogises Mr. Cobb's report, and the 
tendency to American investments will before long 
be greater than ever. ^ .\ 

Sir Colin Campbell has done his job handsomely, 
with only such an amount of wound as would attest . 
his personal activity and exposure^ The details of 
his relieving Lucknow have not yet arrived. He is 
conjectured to h^ve returned to Cawnpore, there to 
organise an overpowering force for the sulgection of 
the kingdom ofOude. 
Can it be possible that while the case of the 
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Panehita was being diadaimed and apologiied for, 
the same thing was going on with dosens of our 
yessels and flags? 
Manpr happy retains of the season. 

Always fidthfnlly yn. . 
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VOBTHANaiSB ABBBY AND PBB8UA8ZON. 

By Janx Austxk. 
BBBBZDB ZiANOTON. 

A Story of '51 to '55. By Hawlxy Smart. 
OOXBTH X7P AS A VlaOWBB. 

By the Author of ' Red as a Roee it She* 
* A itriUogly dtvw Mid origiaia tak.'--rAM«. 

BBOXBN TO HABNZSa 
By Edmund Yatbs. 

BABTZaYNNB. 

By Mrk Henry Wooa 

TOO BTBANOB NOT TO BB TBUB. 

By Lady Gboroiana Fullbrton. 

THB OHANNINQBb . 

By the Anthor of ' East Lyane.' 

THB INITIALSi 

By the Author of ' At Odd!,' and^Qoits.' 

MBJSU HAZiLIBTIBTONV TBOUBLBS. 
By the Author of *East Lynne.' 



By Lady Gboroiana Fullbrton. 

• ANTHONY TBOLIiOFB*8 THBBB OT i BBga 

Z1ADY8 ADBIiAIDB'8 OATH. 
By Mn. Hbnry Wooa 

LONDON: 
RICHARD BENTLEYt NEW BURUNGTON STREET. 
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